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A WAR BEYOND
TRADE: ECONOMIC
INSTRUMENTS,
NATIONAL SECURITY,
AND INTERNATIONAL
TENSIONS.

WALD Yonetim Kurulu Bagkani - WALD Chairman of the Board of Directors

Son yillarda kiiresel siyasetin en
carpict  doniigimlerinden  biri,
konvansiyonel ¢atismalarin yerini
ekonomik  araglarla  yuratilen
stratejik rekabetin almasidir. 2025
Nisan'inda ABD’nin  baglattig:
yeni gimrik tarifeleri dalgasi,
yalnizca kiresel ticareti degil, ayni
zamanda giivenlik mimarisini de
sarsan ¢ok boyutlu bir krize isaret
ediyor. Artik ticaret savaslar,
sadece liretim ve tiiketim dengesini
degil; devletlerin giivenlik stratejilerini, diplomatik
iligkilerini ve bolgesel liderlik iddialarini da yeniden
sekillendiriyor.

ABD Baskan: Donald TRUMP1n agikladig:
tarifeler, 6zellikle Cin, Avrupa Birligi ve Japonya
gibi buyiik ekonomik aktorlerle olan iligkilerde
sert bir ayrigmayr beraberinde getirdi. Cin,
"Ekonomik Savag" olarak nitelendirdigi bu
hamlelere misilleme ile karsilik verirken, Avrupa
Birligi, ortak ekonomik ¢ikarlar tizerinden hareket
etme refleksini strdirmeye ¢alisiyor. Ancak ig
dinamiklerdeki siyasi bélinmeler, AB’nin ortak
tavir gelistirmesini zorlagtiriyor. Brexit sonrasi
kirilganlagan yapi, simdi ABD baskisiyla daha da

geriliyor.

Bu yeni korumaci dalga, ABD-Cin ve ABD-AB
hattinda ciddi diplomatik gerilimleri tetiklerken,
ekonomik araglarin artik dogrudan birer givenlik
ve dis politika enstriimanina doniistigini ortaya
koyuyor. Avrupa Birligi, Trump’in tarifelerine karg:
sert tepkiler verirken kendi i¢indeki biitinligini de
yeniden tartismak zorunda kaliyor. Birlik icindeki
kirilgan dayanisma, enerji arz giivenligi, savunma
politikalar1 ve go¢ akiglari gibi konularla birlesince,
ekonomik sarsintilar bir giivenlik sinavina doéntgtyor.
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One of the most striking
transformations in global politics in
recent years has been the replacement
of conventional conflicts by strategic
competition ~ conducted  through
economic instruments. The new wave of
tariffs introduced by the United States
in April 2025 marks a multidimensional
crisis that not only disrupts global trade
but also shakes the foundations of the
international  security  architecture.
Trade wars now go beyond shifting
the balance of production and consumption; they are
also reshaping national security strategies, diplomatic
relations, and claims to regional leadership.

The tariffs announced by U.S. President Donald
TRUMP have led to a sharp rupture, particularly in
relations with major economic actors such as China,
the European Union, and Japan. While China has
responded with retaliatory measures, labeling the move
an "Economic War," the European Union is striving to
maintain its reflex of acting based on shared economic
interests. However, internal political divisions are
making it increasingly difficult for the EU to develop a
unified stance. The already fragile structure, weakened
further after Brexit, is now under even greater strain
due to mounting pressure from the United States.

This new wave of protectionism is triggering serious
diplomatic tensions along the U.S.~China and U.S~EU
axes, revealing how economic tools have now evolved into
direct instruments of security and foreign policy. While the
European Union has reacted strongly to Trump’s tariffs,
it is also being forced to re-examine its internal cohesion.
'The bloc’s fragile solidarity—coupled with challenges such
as energy supply security, defense policies, and migration
flows—is turning economic tremors into a broader test
of its security framework. Meanwhile, China’s retaliatory
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Diger yandan Cin’in ekonomik misilleme hamleleri,
Asya-Pasifik hattinda gli¢ rekabetini tirmandirirken,
uluslararas1 diizenin kurumsal yapilar1 tzerindeki
baskiyr artiriyor. Bu ortamda, ulusal giivenlik
kavrami da dontsim gegiriyor. Artik tlkeler enerji
tedarik zincirlerine, ¢ip ve nadir madenlere erigime,
finansal piyasalarin istikrarina ve dijital teknolojilere
yonelik tehditleri dogrudan ulusal giivenlik riski
olarak siniflandiriyor. Ekonomik kararlar, yalnizca
makro gostergelerle degil; stratejik 6ngoriiler,
ittifak yapilar1 ve hatta toplumsal dayaniklilik
kapasiteleriyle birlikte degerlendiriliyor.

Tirkiye agisindan bakildiginda ise bu gelismeler
hem risk hem de firsat barindiriyor. Avrupa Birligi
ile uzun stiredir sirdirilen Gimrik Birligi reform
gindemi, gilincel krizlerle birlikte yeniden 6nem
kazaniyor. Turkiye, AB-ABD-Cin tg¢genindeki
kirilmalardan  dogacak yeni tedarik  zinciri
yapilanmalarinda  kendisine stratejik bir rol
bigebilir. Ayni zamanda savunma sanayiinde artan
yerli dretim, enerji bagimliligini azaltma c¢abalari
ve diplomatik c¢esitlilik stratejisiyle Turkiye, bu
calkantili donemde “Dengeleyici Aktor” rolini
pekistirebilir.

Ancak bu stirecte dikkatle izlenmesi gereken bir diger
alan da kent yonetimleri ve yerel ekonomi
politikalaridir. gerilimler,
dogrudan yerel treticiyi, istihdami, sosyal yardimlar:
ve go¢ politikalarimi etkiliyor. WALD olarak bizler,
bu dénigimiin yalnizca merkezi siyaset Gzerinden
degil; yerel yonetimlerin dayaniklilii, sosyal uyum
politikalar1 ve bolgesel igbirlikleri izerinden de analiz
edilmesi gerektigine inaniyoruz. Ticaretin Gtesinde
yasanan bu savag, aslinda bir sistem micadelesidir.
Ekonomik araglar artik yalnizca refah retmenin
degil, gli¢ projeksiyonunun da bir pargasi haline geldi.
Bu nedenle 6nitimtizdeki donemde kiresel gelismeleri
sadece rakamlarla degil; gilivenlik, egemenlik,
toplumsal diren¢ ve yonetisim kapasitesiyle birlikte
okumak gerekecek.

Kiresel ekonomik

WALD olarak bu gelismeleri hem yerel yonetimler
hem de kiiresel is birlikleri perspektifinden
izlemeye ve analiz etmeye devam ediyoruz.
Cunktd degisen sadece kiiresel dengeler degil;
aynt zamanda karar alma bi¢imleri, yonetisim
pratikleri ve stirdiriilebilir kalkinma vizyonlar: da
yeniden tanimlaniyor.
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economic measures are intensifying the power competition
in the Asia-Pacific region and placing growing pressure
on the institutional structures of the international order.
In this climate, the concept of national security is also
undergoing a transformation. Countries now classify
threats to energy supply chains, access to semiconductors
and rare earth elements, the stability of financial markets,
and digital technologies as direct national security risks.
Economic decisions are no longer assessed solely through
macroeconomic indicators but are increasingly evaluated in
conjunction with strategic foresight, alliance structures, and
even the resilience capacities of societies.

From Turkey’s perspective, these developments
present both risks and opportunities. The long-
standing agenda of Customs Union reform with
the European Union is gaining renewed relevance
amid the current crises. Turkey can position itself
strategically within the emerging supply chain
restructurings triggered by fractures in the EU-U.S.—
China triangle. At the same time, increased domestic
production in the defense industry, efforts to reduce
energy dependency, and a strategy of diplomatic
diversification could enable Turkey to strengthen its
role as a “Balancing Actor” in this turbulent era.

However, another critical area that must be closely
monitored during this process is urban governance and
local economic policies. Global economic tensions have
a direct impact on local producers, employment, social
assistance programs, and migration policies. At WALD,
we believe that this transformation should not be analyzed
solely through the lens of central politics, but also by
examining the resilience of local governments, social
cohesion strategies, and regional cooperation frameworks.
'The war unfolding beyond trade is, in essence, a struggle
over systems. Economic instruments have become
not only tools for generating prosperity but also for
projecting power. Therefore, in the period ahead, it will
be essential to interpret global developments not merely
through numbers, but through the lenses of security,
sovereignty, societal resilience, and governance capacity.

At WALD, we continue to monitor and analyze
these developments from both the perspective of
local governments and global partnerships. Because
what is changing is not only the global balance of
power, but also the very nature of decision-making
processes, governance practices, and visions of
sustainable development.
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TURKIYE'D
DEMOKRATIK
GELISMELER VE
SIYASAL SUREC - 2

Coskun BASBUG
Guvenlik ve Terér Uzmani

Ortadogu, uzun siredir kiiresel giic miicadelelerinin
merkezinde vyer alor. Ancak son donemde yasanan
Israil-Filistin
Suriye'deki belirsizlik, Tran'm bolgedeki etkisini artirma

gelismeler; hattindaki  gerilimler,
cabalar: ve ABD’nin yeni stratejik hamleleriyle birlikte
yeniden gsekilleniyor. Bu dinamik tablo, Tiirkiye'nin
guvenlik  politikalarint  da  dogrudan  etkiliyor.
Sinirlarimizan  hemen  otesinde  siiregelen catismalar
sadece askeri stratejileri degil, i¢ politik dengeleri, gog
politikalarint ve toplumsal yapiy: da etkiliyor.

Bu baglamda, Teror ve Giivenlik Uzmani, Emekli Albay
Coskun BASBUG ile gerceklestirdigimiz bu ozel soyleside;
Tiirkiye'nin  karsi karstya oldugu giivenlik riskleri,
bolgesel gelismelerin ulusal stratejilere yansimalar: ve
gelecege yonelik olasi senaryolary cok boyutlu bir bakis
agistyla ele aldik.
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DEVELOPMENTS AND
POLITICAL PROCESS IN
TURKEY - 2

Coskun BASBUG
Security and Terrorism Expert

The Middle East has long been at the heart of global power
struggles. However, recent developments—including
heightened tensions between Israel and Palestine, ongoing
uncertainty in Syria, Iran’s efforts to expand its regional
influence, and the United States’ new strategic moves—are
reshaping the region once again. This evolving landscape
has direct implications for Turkey’s security policies. The
conflicts unfolding just beyond our borders affect not only
military strategies but also domestic political dynamics,

migration policies, and the social fabric of the country.

In this special interview with Terrorism and Security
Expert, Retired Colonel Coskun BASBUG, we
explored—through a multifaceted lens—the security risks
Turkey is currently facing, how regional developments
are reflected in national strategies, and potential future

scenarios.
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Ortadogu’daki son gelismeler Tiirkiye’'nin giivenlik
etkiliyor?
catigsmalarin Tiirkiye’'nin i¢ dinamiklerine yansimalar
neler olabilir?

politikalarin1 ~ nasil Sinirlarimizdaki

Ortadogu’da yasanan gelismelere baktigimizda sunlar
yasaniyor: Ilk olarak Irak Merkezi Hiikiimeti ve Kiirt
Bolgesel Yonetimi Barzani, ilk defa Turkiye ile sahada bir
seyler tretmek isteyen ve terérle miicadelede Tirkiye'ye
katk: saglamak isteyen noktaya geldiler. Keza Suriye’de
Esad déneminde asla boyle bir sey olmazdi ama rejimin
yikilmasiyla birlikte yeni gelen hikimet de Tirkiye ile
birlikte hareket edecegini ve iizerine diseni yapacagini
soyledi. Bu gelismeler Tirkiye’nin givenligi agisindan
oldukg¢a olumlu gelismeler. Clinkii su bir gergek; siz terorle
miucadelede kendi tlkenizdeki tiim unsurlari yerle bir
etseniz dahi disarida bir sekilde metastaz yoluyla yeniden
bulastyor.

Bu nedenle doktrin degisikligine gitmemizin
nedeni de bu. Biz dedik ki terorle miicadele
Irak’sa

Irak’a, Suriye ise Suriye’ye gidecegiz. “Sinek

de Dbatakligi yerinde kurutacagiz.

avlamayacagiz” dedi Sayin Erdogan ve onu
uyguladik. Bu boélgede gergeklestirilen sinir
otesi operasyonlar ve kurulan dsler, siirece buyiik
katk: sagladi. Simdi bu gelismelerle birlikte;, o
bolgede de tilkeler nezdinde de, 6nemli gelismeler
saglandi. Irak ve Suriye’yi 6rnek verdim. Ukrayna
ve c¢evresindeki olaylara baktigimda, diinyada
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How are the recent developments in the Middle East
affecting Turkey’s security policies> What could be
the implications of the conflicts along our borders on
Turkey’s internal dynamics?

When we look at the recent developments in the Middle East,
the following shifts are taking place: For the first time, both
the Iragi Central Government and the Kurdistan Regional
Government led by Barzani have reached a point where they
want to collaborate with Turkey on the ground and contribute
to Turkey’s fight against terrorism. Similarly, during the Assad
era in Syria, such cooperation would have been unthinkable.
However, following the collapse of the regime, the new
government has expressed its willingness to act in coordination
with Turkey and fulfill its responsibilities. These developments
are highly positive for Turkey’s security. Because the reality is
this: even if you eliminate all terrorist elements within your own
country, they can still resurface through metastasis from outside.

'This is precisely why we had to adopt a doctrinal shift. We
declared, “We will drain the swamp at its source in our fight
against terrorism.” If the threat is in Irag, we will go to Irag;
if it’s in Syria, we will go to Syria. As President Erdogan
said, “We will not chase mosquitoes,” and we have put that
approach into action. The cross-border operations and military
bases established in the region have significantly contributed
to this process. With these developments, significant progress
has also been made both within the region and at the level of
individual countries. I've already mentioned Iraq and Syria as
examples. When we look at the events surrounding Ukraine,
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biylik kirilmalarin yasandig: ve yeni bloklarin
olustugu bir siyasi stre¢ yasaniyor. Bunlar,
Turkiye’nin giivenlik politikalarina olumlu etki
ediyor. Irak ve Suriye’nin ilk defa kendi ayaklari
tzerinde duracak olmasi bolge i¢in kazang, bizim
icin de kazang. Keza Amerika’nin tek kutuplu
dinya dizeninde ne kadar saldirgan oldugu
ortaya ¢ikti.

Simdi dengelerin degisip ¢ok kutuplu diinya
diizenine surecin evirilmesi, bu denklemde bize
sans taniyor ve kap1 agiyor. Ctinki Tirk Dinyast,
¢ok kutuplu dinyada ciddi bir baslik. Cin bu
kutuplardan birisi. Hindistan, ad: geg¢miyor
ama bana goére en o6nemli kutuplardan biri.
Avrupa suan yeniden bir yapilanmanin pesinde.
Avrupa’nin givenlik politikalarinda Tirkiye’yi
de yaninda gérmek istemesi ayni1 zamanda buytk
bir kazang.

Amerika ve Rusya bilinen bir gii¢. Afrika’yr da kendi
icinde digiinmek lazim. Orada Tirkiye’nin 6ntini a¢tig:
onemli gelismeler var. Biitin bunlara baktigimizda
sadece Ortadogu’nun degil dinyadaki son gelismelerin
Thurkiye’nin giivenlik politikalari agisindan olumlu bir
surecin kapisini araladign digtiniyorum. Tarih bazen
lilkelere firsatlar sunar. Bu siiregle birlikte tlkelerin kendi
dertleriyle ugrastigi donemi firsata cevirdik ve Tiurk
Diinyas’'ni1 teskil ettik. Ister Avrupa Birligi ile hareket
edelim ister NATO ile Turk Dunyas: ayr1 bir noktada
oldugu i¢in birakmayiz, birakmamaliyiz da zaten. Bunun
yanina bagka unsurlari dahil etme arayigindayiz. Hem
Tirk Diinyasi; hem ortak Turan Ordusu, ayni zamanda
Avrupa Birligi'nin kuracag: orduda da yer aliriz. Bununla
birlikte eger Avrupa Ordusu kurulursa NATO’nun
devam etme sansmuin olmadigini  digtinmiyorum.
Kuzeye, Giineye, Doguya ve Batiya olmak izere tim
yonlere esit mesafe de bakan bir Tirkiye var.

Gelismeler de bu dort ¢eperde ilerliyor. Cin ayr1 bir
hikaye, Ukrayna baska bir hikdye, Bat’'da Avrupa’nin
ve Amerika’'nin distigi bambagka bir hikaye. Glineye
baktigimizda ise Korfez, Arap tlkeleri Irak, Suriye
gibi hepsi kendi iginde bir baglik. Genis bir ¢erceveden
bakildiginda; bunlarin hepsinin Tirkiye i¢in firsat
kapisi oldugu kanaatindeyim. Bu nedenle dinyadaki
gelismeler Tirkiye'ye siire¢ icerisinde ¢ok kazang
saglyacak ve bize bir¢ok tarihi esigi asiracak diye
distiniyorum.

Rusya-Ukrayna Savagi, Israil-Filistin meselesi ve
ABD’nin bolgedeki politikalar: Tiirkiye’nin giivenlik
stratejilerini nasil sekillendiriyor?

Burada bizi ilgilendiren iki hususta, Tirkiye’yi yakindan

ilgilendiren 6nemli mesele ve ikisi de eger kotiiye
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we can see that the world is undergoing major ruptures and
entering a political phase marked by the emergence of new
blocs. These dynamics are having a positive impact on Turkey’s
security policies. The fact that Iraq and Syria are now, for the
first time, preparing to stand on their own feet is a gain not
only for the region but also for Turkey. At the same time, the
United States' aggressive stance under the unipolar world order
has become evident.

Now, as global power balances shift and the process
evolves into a multipolar world order, this changing
equation offers Turkey new opportunities and opens new
doors. The Turkic World, in this context, is becoming a
key pillar of the multipolar global structure. China is one
of these poles. India though not often mentioned is, in my
view, one of the most critical ones. Europe, meanwhile, is
currently seeking to restructure itself. The fact that Europe
wants to see Turkey as a partner in its security architecture
represents a significant strategic advantage.

The United States and Russia are well-established powers, but
Africa must also be considered in its own right. There are important
developments there in which Turkey has played a pioneering role.
‘When we take all of this into account, it becomes dlear that not only
the Middle East, but also recent global developments are opening
the door to a favorable period for Turkey’s security policies. History
sometimes presents unique opportunities to nations. We have seized
this moment when countries are preoccupied with their own internal
challengesto turn it into an advantage and have fostered greater unity
within the Turkic World. Whether we align with the European
Union or NATO, the Turkic World stands on its own and must not
be abandonednor should it ever be. At the same time, we are exploring
ways to incorporate additional strategic elements into our vision.
Turkey could simultaneously be part of both a united Turan Army
and a future European defense force. However, should a European
Armybe established, I believe NATO'’s continuation would no longer
be viable. Today, Turkey is a country that maintains equal distance
and strategic depth in all directions North, South, Fast, and West.

Developments are unfolding across all four fronts. China
tells one story, Ukraine another, while the situation in the
West—particularly in Europe and the United States—
presents a completely difterent narrative. Looking south, the
Gulf, Arab countries, Iraq, and Syria each represent distinct
dynamics of their own. From a broader perspective, I believe
all of these represent doors of opportunity for Turkey. For
this reason, I am convinced that global developments will
bring substantial benefits to Turkey in the coming period
and will help the country cross many historic thresholds.

How are the Russia—Ukraine war, the Israel-Palestine
conflict, and the United States' policies in the region
shaping Turkey’s security strategies?

There are two key issues here that directly concern Turkey,
and if either one worsens, Turkey will inevitably be aftected.
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sararsa Tirkiye bundan muhakkak etkilenir. Ukrayna ve

Rusya savaginin derinlestigini, Israil-Filistin savaginin
kotilestigini  disinelim. Burada atesin sigrayacag:
ilk cografya Avrupa ile birlikte Tirkiye. Bundan
kurtulamayiz. Filistin-Gazze meselesinde isler ¢igirindan
ctkmaya baslarsa veya bolgede bir seyler yapmaya
niyetlenilir ise ilk kapisi calinacak tlke Turkiye'dir.
Kérfez ilkelerinden kogbasi ilke ¢ikmaz. O eksigi de
biz doldururuz. Dolayisiyla Gazze ve Ukrayna hadiseleri
Tirkiye’nin ¢ok yakindan takip ettigi iki 6nemli olay.
Ikisinde de isin igindeyiz ve ikisinde de meseleyi belli
bir noktaya getirmeye calisiyoruz. Ciinkid biliyoruz ki;
burada yasanacak hadiselerde ilk atesin diisecegi tlke
Thrkiye'dir.

Cumhurbaskan: Sayin Erdogan, gectigimiz giinlerde
Gazze ile ilgili aktif politika tretmemizi elestirenlere
sunlar1 soyledi hatirlarsaniz “Anadolu’nun savunmasinin
Gazze'den bagladigini géremeyecek kadar kér mistiniz?”
dedi. Gazze'de yakilan ates, orada olan hadiseler
zannetmeyin ki sadece Filistin i¢in tuzaklar kuruldu.
Orada yakilan ates Anadolu’ya getirilmek isteniyor. Buna
Suriye’de yasanan son olaylar1 da dahil edebilirsiniz.
Dikkat edin; Sisli Belediye’sine yiirtiyds yapilmak tizere
bagvuru oldu. Ancak kaymakamlik buna yasak getirdi.
Amag¢ neydi mezhepsel bir siireg¢ tzerinden oradaki
catismay1 buraya yansitmak istediler ki boyle bir kalabalik
toplandig1 an, aradan ¢ikabilecek bir kor kursun olaylar:
baska bir noktaya getirirdi. Oyun bunun tizerine kuruluydu
ama Allah’a ¢ok siikiir devletimiz ve milletimiz bu oyunun
bilincinde hemen gereken tedbirini aldi. Bu nedenle bu
iki olayin bir an 6nce, sonlanmasi lazim. Yani Ukrayna’ya
barigin gelmesi, Gazze'de de ateskesin saglanip yikilanin
yapilmasi lazim. Ama ikisi de sancili bir sire¢. Cunki
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Let’s imagine that the Russia-Ukraine war escalates further,
or that the Israel-Palestine conflict deteriorates. In such
a scenario, the first regions likely to feel the impact would
be Europe and Turkey. There’s no escaping this. If the
situation in Palestine and Gaza spirals out of control or if
any new regional initiatives are pursued, Turkey will be the
first country whose door will be knocked on. There won't
be a leading country emerging from the Gulf to take charge
Turkey would be the one to fill that void. Therefore, both the
Gaza and Ukraine crises are of critical importance to Turkey
and are being closely monitored. We are actively engaged
in both and are working to steer each toward a more stable
outcome. Because we are fully aware that, in the event of any
escalation, the first sparks are most likely to fall on Turkey.

President Erdogan recently responded to critics of Turkey’s active
stance on Gaza by saying, “Are you so blind that you cannot see
the defense of Anatolia begins in Gaza?” The fire ignited in Gaza,
and the events taking place there, should not be seen as traps set
solely for Palestine. That fire is meant to be brought to Anatolia.
You can include the recent developments in Syria in this context
as well. Take note: there was an application to hold a march in
front of Sigli Municipality. However, the district governor’s office
imposed a ban on it. What was the purpose? They aimed to transfer
the sectarian tensions of that conflict to our country. Had a crowd
gathered, even a single stray bullet could have taken the situation
in a very different direction. The whole game was built on that
possibility. Thankfully, our state and our nation were fully aware of
this scheme and immediately took the necessary precautions. This
is precisely why both of these crises Ukraine and Gaza must come
to an end as soon as possible. Peace must return to Ukraine, and a
ceasefire must be secured in Gaza so that what was destroyed can be
rebuilt. But both are painful processes, because too many actors are
interfering. The United States stands at the center of both conflicts.
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kurcalayan ¢ok. Amerika her ikisinde de merkez iilke
konumunda. Trump gelince bir takim beklentiler olustu
ama su ana kadar o beklentilerin kargilandig: bir stireci
heniiz yagamadik. Trump’in séylediklerini heniiz fiiliyata
dokmedi. Her sey sozde kalmig gibi goriintiyor. Burada
Trump kiiresel ¢eteye kargi da savag veren bir aktor. Kendi
iilkesindeki FETO’ye karg1 bir savas yiiriitiiyor. Icerde suan
kiyamet kopuyor. O kopan kiyametin atesini digiirmek,
tansiyonunu azaltmak i¢in Trump’in yapmasi gereken
yeni bir ates yakmak. Cambaza bak misali, herkesi oraya
odaklamak. Bunu dis siyasette yapti. Gronland’ alacagiz,
Ukrayna’y: alacagiz gibi séylemlerle i¢ kamuoyu dahil tiim
odaklar1 digariya topladi. Bu bir politika mi? Ilerleyen
zamanda gorecegiz. Ama ben bunun bilingli bir politika
oldugu kanaatindeyim. Bu nedenle her séylediginin
kargilik bulacagini diigtinmek i¢in heniiz erken.

Tiirkiye, sinir 6tesi operasyonlarda nasil bir yol haritas:
izlemeli? Bolgedeki ter6r unsurlarina karsi daha
etkin bir miicadele icin hangi uluslararas: ittifaklar
giclendirilmeli?

Tirkiye'nin sinir tesi operasyonlari, yillardir uyguladig:
bir taktik. Ama bu taktik ilk defa doktrin degisikligi ve
Milli Istihbarat Teskilat:'na hukuki anlamda operasyonel
yetkinin verilmesiyle birlikte boyut degistirdi. Dolayisiyla

bana deseniz ki sinir 6tesi operasyonlarda eksik kalan ne var?
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There were certain expectations following Trump’s return, but so
far, we have yet to witness any concrete steps fulfilling those hopes.
Trump has yet to translate his words into action. So far, everything
appears to be just rhetoric. In this context, Trump is also positioning
himself as a figure fighting against the global elite. He is waging a
battle against FETO within his own country. Right now, there is a
political storm raging inside the United States. To quell the flames
of that turmoil and reduce the pressure, Trump may feel compelled
to ignite a new fire to divert attention, much like the “look at the
juggler” tactic. He has already done this in foreign policy. With
provocative statements like “We will take Greenland” or “We will
take Ukraine,” he managed to shift the focus both of domestic
public opinion and international observers toward external issues.
Is this a deliberate political strategy? Time will tell. But I believe it
is a conscious and calculated move. Therefore, it is still too early to

assume that everything he says will be followed by concrete action.

What roadmap should Turkey follow in its cross-border
operations? Which international alliances should be
strengthened to ensure a more effective fight against
terrorist elements in the region?

Turkey’s cross-border operations have long been part of
its tactical repertoire. However, this approach has taken
on a new dimension with the recent doctrinal shift and
the granting of legal operational authority to the National
Intelligence Organization (MIT). If you were to ask me
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Eksik kalan hicbir sey yok derim. MIT’e hukuki anlamda
yetki tanindig1 i¢cin nokta operasyon yapabiliyor, tlkelerle

temasa gegebiliyor keza giivenlik gugleri sinir Gtesine
gestiginde olusturdugu uslerle orada kalabiliyor. Simdi
batakligi kurutuyoruz. Bu nedenle soruya cevab:i boyle
vereyim. Daha etkin bir miicadele ancak bu kadar olabilir.
Thirkiye bu konuda yapmasi gereken her seyi yaparak hicbir
devletin de alamayacag: riskleri de ustiine aliyor. Bunun
bir Gst perdesi terorle miicadelede Bat’nin engellemeye
calismasi ve Tirkiye’nin de kimseyi dinlemeyerek dogru
bildigini uygulamas: en kritik hususlardan biri. Simdi
Amerika, Kuzey Irak ve Suriye’de yeni bir operasyona
miusaade eder mi diye tartigiliyor. Daha 6nce yaptigimiz
operasyonlarda Amerika yine ordayd:, Turkiye gerekeni
yapti, yeni bir operasyon gerekirse yine ayni kararlilikla
yapariz.

Dss giivenlik agisindan Tiirkiye'yi bekleyen en biiyiik
riskler nelerdir? Tiirkiye’nin savunma sanayii ve askeri
kapasitesini artirma caligmalar1 bu tehditleri bertaraf
etmek icin yeterli mi?

Dss giivenlik agisindan Tirkiye’yi bekleyen en biytk risk
Amerika ve Israil dir. Tabi Amerika’y1 ikiye ayiriyorum. Bir
Biden bir de Trump kanad: var. Yani bir tarafta ulusalcilar
diger tarafta kureselciler var. Ulusalcilarin dogrudan
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1

what's still lacking in Turkey’s cross-border operations, I would say:
nothing, Now that MIT has been granted legal authority, it can conduct
pinpointoperations and engage directly with foreign counterparts. At the
same time, when Turkish security forces cross the border, they are able
to establish permanent bases, allowing them to maintain a long-term
presence. In essence, Turkey is now draining the swamp atits source. So,
to answer the question directly: this is as effective as a counterterrorism
strategy can get. Turkey is doing everything necessary, even taking
on risks that few other countries would dare. The next layer of this
struggle involves overcoming the West's attempts to obstruct Turkey's
counterterrorism effortssomething Turkey continues to confront by
unapologetically following its own strategic path. There is current debate
over whether the United States will allow another operation in northem
Iraq or Syria. Buteven in previous operations, the U.S. was presentin the
region Turkey acted then, and if another operation becomes necessary,
Turkey will act again with the same resolve.

What are the greatest external security risks facing
Turkey? Are the efforts to strengthen Turkey’s defense
industry and military capacity sufficient to counter these
threats?

From an external security standpoint, the greatest risks
facing Turkey stem from the United States and Israel.
However, I distinguish between two sides within the U.S.
the Biden administration and the Trump wing. In other
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tehdit oldugu kanaatinde degilim ama kiresel
kanadin direkt bir tehdit oldugunu distiniyorum.
Buna tglnct bir tlke ekleyebilirim; Iran. Iran,
Turkiye i¢in en biuytik tehdittir. Turkiye’ye karg:
hasmane tutumunu her yerde hatta son giinlerde
citayr  yukselterek dile getiriyor. Hameney’in
gectigimiz gin “Kuzey’de bir ilke var Suriye’den
toprak almak istiyor” demesi Tirkiye’ye verilmek
istenen kistah bir mesaj. Dolayisiyla firsat: buldugu
an alani dar etmek isteyecek ¢ tane ulke siralarim;
Israil, Iran ve Amerika. Hangisi bas1 ¢eker derseniz
Israil ve Iran’t 6ne ¢ekerim. Amerika'yr arka plana
atarim.

Bizim savunma sanayimizde temel doktrin su: en kétiye
gére tim senaryoyu kuruyoruz. En kotiiden kastim
nedir; tek bagimiza kaldigimiz, yedi divelin dstimize
saldirdig: bir siirecte hicbir yerden de yardim ve destek
alamiyoruz. Bu senaryoya gore devlet tedbirini almali
ve biz de dyle yapiyoruz. Bu yiizden devlet her sektore
el atarak 6zellikle savunma sanayinde bu isi ¢ok iyi
bir noktaya getirmek istiyor. Bagsardik mi? Basarmak
lzereyiz.

Daha yapilacak isler var ama ¢ok biiytik mesafe kat
ettik. Mesela Fransa’da Le Monde dergisi gegtigimiz
giin Turkiye’deki savunma sanayisinde gerceklesen
gelismeleri kapak yapti. Ozellikle bir ciimlesi ilgingti
hakikaten. Diyor ki, “Trkiye’de savunma sanayisinde
retilmeyen higbir sey kalmadi”. Tespit dogru tabi ama
elbette yeterli de degil.

Siirekli gelismekte olan bir sektér. Ornegin
bir flize yaptiginizda menzili 1000 ise 12007
zorluyorsunuz. Bu ylizden AR-GE gelisme isteyen
bir sektér. Soruya tekrar bakildiginda 2028 de
evet her sey c¢ok iyi diyebilirim, ancak suan i¢in
havacilik  sektériindeki beklentilerden dolay:
daha asacagimiz yol var. Kaan Ug¢ag: da bunun
isaretlerinden birisi.

Siber giivenlik tehditleri ve hibrit savas stratejileri
giniimiizde giderek daha fazla 6nem kazaniyor.
Tiirkiye’'nin bu alanlardaki hazirlik seviyesini nasil
degerlendiriyorsunuz?

Diinya ¢ok enteresan bir strece geldi. Artik
her sey dijital ve robotik. Daha dine kadar
internetten aligverise ¢ok soguk bakan ilke, suan
butin aligverigini oradan yapmaya basladi. Bu
artik dinyanin kabul ettigi bir gercege donistd.
Tabi bu sektdér size beraberinde bazi tehditleri
de getirdi. Siber saldiri bir tlke savunmasi gibi
degil. Bildiginiz klasik savasta, asker tanki topu
dizdiginde diisman bellidir ve gelebilecek tehditleri

anlayabilirsiniz. Ancak siber guvenlik konusunda
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words, there are the nationalists on one hand and the globalists on
the other. I do not view the nationalist faction as a direct threat, but
I believe the globalist wing poses a significant danger. I would add a
third country to this list: Iran. Iran represents one of the most serious
threats to Turkey. Its hostile attitude toward Turkey has become
increasingly explicit in recent days, even reaching new heights. Just
recently, Ayatollah Khamenei made a statement saying, “There is
a country in the north that wants to take land from Syria”a brazen
message clearly aimed at Turkey. Therefore, if given the opportunity,
there are three countries that I believe would attempt to constrain
Turkey's strategic space: Israel, Iran, and the United States. If T had
to rank them in terms of threat level, I would place Israel and Iran at
the forefront, with the United States slightly further behind.

The core doctrine guiding our defense industry is this: we
prepare for the worst-case scenario. And by worst-case, 1
mean a situation where Turkey is left entirely on its own facing
an onslaught from multiple fronts with no external help or
support. Based on that scenario, the state must take all necessary
precautions, and that’s exactly what we’re doing. That’s why
the government is getting involved across all sectors, especially
aiming to bring the defense industry to a highly advanced level.
Have we succeeded? We are on the verge of success.

"There is still work to be done, but we've made tremendous
progress. For instance, the French magazine Le Monde
recently featured Turkey’s defense industry developments on
its cover. One particular sentence stood out it stated: “There
is nothing left that Turkey doesn’t produce in its defense
industry.” This observation is accurate, of course, but also not
entirely sufficient.

Defense is a constantly evolving sector. For example, when you
develop a missile with a range of 1000 kilometers, you immediately
begin pushing for 1200. That's why R&D is vital it’s a field that
demands continuous innovation. Returning to your question, 1
believe by 2028 we'll be in a position to say, “Yes, we've achieved our
goals.” But for now, especially considering the expectations in the
aerospace sector, there is still ground to cover. The development of

the KAAN fighter jet is one of the key indicators of that ambition.

Cybersecurity threats and hybrid warfare strategies
are becoming increasingly significant today. How
do you assess Turkey’s level of preparedness in these
areas?

'The world has entered a fascinating and transformative
era. Everything is now digital and robotic. Not long ago,
Turkey was a country that approached online shopping
with great skepticism but today, most purchases are made
digitally. ‘This shift has become an undeniable global
reality. Of course, this sector has also introduced new
and significant threats. Cyberattacks are nothing like
traditional warfare. In conventional battles, when troops
line up with tanks and artillery, the enemy is visible, and the
nature of the threat can be assessed. But in cybersecurity,
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bu is boyle ylrimiyor. Dinyanin her yerinden her
an saldir1 alabileceginiz, diismanin kim oldugunun
bilinmedigi bir sektér. Dolayisiyla 24 saat esash
savunma tedbirini uygulamak ve bunu tesis etmek
durumundasiniz.

Bu konu suana kadar istenildigi ehemmiyete
alinmasa da, Tirkiye bu konuda son dénemde
onemli tedbirleri aldi. Siber giivenlik i¢in 6zel
givenlik birimleri olusturuldu.

Dolayisiyla yazilim savaglarinda hem karginin
yapacagi saldirtyi hem de sizin karsi tarafa
yapacaginiz saldirilar i¢in ¢ok ciddi bir kitle
istihdam ediliyor. Burada bizim avantajimiz ise
su; yazilim noktasinda Tirkiye ¢ok iyi bir noktaya
geldi. “Turk insani zekidir” s6zi Atatirk’in zaten
soyledigi en biytuk sozlerden biridir. Bizde diger
diinya devlet ve milletlerine gore inanilmaz farkl:
olan bir zeka seviyesi var. Gergekten ¢ok zeki bir
milletiz.

Bugiin dinyanin birgok sirketinde Tirkler her alanda
ondedir. Dolayisiyla bu bizim i¢in bir avantaj. Savunma
sanayisindeki gelismeler hep yazilim tabanli. Siber
giuvenlik konusunda da ciddi gelismeler var. Yazilim
tabanli igler o6zellikle makaranin ucunu yakalamaya
benzer. Yakaladiginizda isin arkasi gelir. $imdi bu
alanda Turkiye ¢ok 6nemli atilimlarda bulundu ve iyi
de bir yere geldi.

Bugiin tim diinyanin bildigi gercek su; Tirkler ugarak,
biytk bir siratle geliyor. Bunu yaparken hem yerli hem
kargi atagi hem de mevcut diizeni gelistirecek hamleler
icerisinde olmalisin.

Bunlarin hepsi Tirkiye’'de tesis edildi. Dolayisiyla
Tirkiye bu konuda ¢ok hazir, ¢ok deneyimli ve bana
kalirsa ¢ok da profesyonel. Hatta bu isi bir tik daha
oteye tastyarak uzayla ilgili ¢caligmalar yapiyoruz ve
bir takim planlarimiz var.

Sonug olarak siber giivenlikte Ttrkiye’nin en iyi tilkelerden
biri oldugunu rahatlikla séyleyebilirim. Zaten oldugunu
soyle anlayabilirsiniz; onca saldiriya ragmen sistem hep
devam etti. Hala da saldiriya devam ediyorlar. Ama gtikiir
cok iyi treten bir beyin takimi var yeni nesilde bunlarin
hi¢birine musaade etmiyor.
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it’s a completely different scenario. Attacks can come from
anywhere in the world at any moment, and often, the
identity of the attacker remains unknown. That’s why a
24/7 defense mechanism is essential and must be firmly

established.

While this issue may not have been taken as seriously
in the past, Turkey has recently begun taking important
steps in this domain. Specialized security units have been
created specifically for cybersecurity.

A substantial workforce is now employed to both defend
against incoming cyber threats and to develop Turkey’s
offensive cyber capabilities when necessary. Turkey’s major
advantage lies in its growing competence in software
development. As Atatiirk once said, “The Turkish people
are intelligent" and that remains one of his most profound
insights. Compared to many other nations, Turkish society
possesses a remarkably high level of intellectual capacity. We
are, indeed, a highly intelligent nation, and this gives us a
strategic edge in the realm of cyber and hybrid warfare.

Today, Turks are leading the way in many fields across global
companies, and that is a significant advantage for us. The
advancements in our defense industry are largely software-
based, and we are also witnessing substantial progress in
the field of cybersecurity. Working with software is much
like grabbing the end of a thread once you catch it, the rest
begins to unravel. Turkey has made major strides in this
area and has reached a commendable level of expertise.

One thing the world now widely acknowledges is this: the
Turks are advancing rapidly and with great momentum. While
doing so, you must not only focus on domestic capabilities and
counterattacks but also be proactive in upgrading existing systems.

Turkey has established all of these components. As a result,
we are highly prepared, deeply experienced, and, in my
view, extremely professional in this domain. In fact, we're
taking it even further Turkey is now engaging in space
related initiatives and formulating long term strategic plans.
This demonstrates not only our growing capabilities but also our
vision to lead in the next frontier of technological development.

In conclusion, I can confidently say that Turkey is among
the leading countries in the field of cybersecurity. And you
can clearly see this from one simple fact: despite countless
cyberattacks, our systems have remained operational. These
attacks are still ongoing but thankfully, we have a highly capable
new generation of brilliant minds who are constantly producing
innovative solutions and refusing to allow any breaches.
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A CITY INSPIRED
BY ITS ROOTS:
KONYA

Kadim — medeniyetlerin  izlerini  tasiyan,
Mevlana'nin hosgorii mirasint modern sehircilik
anlayisyla harmanlayan Konya, bugiin yalnizca
Tiirkiyenin degil, diinyanin dikkatini ceken bir
yerel yonetim modeli sunuyor.

Mevlana'nin evrensel hosgoriisi, Selguklu’nun
mimari ihtisami ve bereketli topraklarinin
sundugu tretim gici ile tarimdan teknolojik
doniisiime, akilli sehircilikten uluslararast
diplomasiye kadar pek ok alanda vizyoner
adimlar atan Konya, sirdirilebilirlik wve

kapsayicilik ilkeleriyle gelecege yiiriiyor. ..

WALD Newsletter icin gerceklestirdigimiz
bu ozel soyleside, Konya Biiyiiksehir Belediye
Baskan: ve UCLG Diinya Teskilatr Donem
Bagskant Ugur Tbrahim ALTAY ile, Konya'nin
kiiresel kent kimligini ve bir sehri sadece
yonetmenin degil, ayni zamanda yasatmanin
ne anlama geldigini konustuk. ..

UCLG Diinya Tegkilati1 Donem Bagkani olarak,
diinya genelindeki yerel yonetimlerin en biyiik
ortak sorunlarineler? Busorunlara ¢6ziim iiretirken
yerel yonetimlerin nasil bir kiiresel dayanisma
icinde olmasi gerektigini diigiiniiyorsunuz?

UCLG Diinya Tegkilati olarak, yerel yonetimlerin
kiiresel olcekte kargilagtigi temel sorunlarin baginda
iklim degisikligi ve cevresel siirdurilebilirlik, hizl
kentlesmenin getirdigi altyap: ve konut sorunlari, sosyal
esitsizlikler, go¢ ve miilteci yonetimi, dijital doniisimde
esitsizlik, finansman eksikligi, savas ve catigmalar
ortaminda yerel diplomasi eksikligi gibi sorunlar
geliyor. Bu sorunlar artik sinirlari agan, kiiresel ¢oziimler
gerektiren ve yalnizca ulusal politikalarla agilamayacak
boyuttadur.

(Cozumlerimizi Gretirken, yerel yonetimler olarak kiiresel
bir dayamigma ve is birligi icerisinde hareket etmemiz
hayati 6nem tagiyor. Bilgi ve deneyim paylagimi, ortak
projeler gelistirme ve en iyi uygulamalar1 birbirimizle
bulugturma noktasinda kiiresel is birliklerine ihtiyacimiz
var. Bununicgindahagugliiiletisim aglari, ortak finansman
modelleri ve siirdiriilebilir kalkinma hedeflerine yonelik
entegre politikalar gelistirmeliyiz.
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Carrying the traces of ancient civilizations and
blending Mevlinas legacy of tolerance with a modern
approach to urbanism, Konya today presents a local
governance model that draws attention not only in

Tiirkiye but around the world.

With the universal spirit of Mevlind’s tolerance,
the architectural grandeur of the Seljuks, and the
productive power of its fertile lands, Konya is taking
visionary steps in fields ranging from agriculture to
technological transformation, from smart urbanism
to international diplomacy all while advancing

with the principles of sustainability and inclusivity.

In this special interview for the WALD Newsletter,
we spoke with Ugur Ibrabim ALTAY, Mayor of
Konya Metropolitan Municipality and President
of the UCLG World Organization, about Konyas
global city identity and the deeper meaning of not
only managing a city but also keeping its spirit

alive.

As the President of the UCLG World Organization,
what do you see as the most common challenges faced
by local governments around the world? In addressing
these issues, how do you believe local governments

should engage in global solidarity and cooperation?

As the UCLG World Organization, we recognize
that local governments across the globe face a set of
pressing challenges, chief among them being: climate
change and environmental sustainability, infrastructure
and housing issues driven by rapid urbanization, social
inequalities, migration and refugee management, digital
transformation gaps, lack of financial resources, and
the absence of local diplomacy mechanisms in conflict
and war zones. These challenges increasingly transcend
national borders and demand global solutions solutions
that cannot be achieved through national policies alone.

As we work toward solutions, it is vital that local
governments act in global solidarity and cooperation.
We need global partnerships to facilitate the sharing
of knowledge and experience, the development of joint
projects, and the exchange of best practices. To achieve
this, we must strengthen communication networks,
create joint financing models, and develop integrated

policies aligned with the Sustainable Development
Goals.
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UCLG c¢atist altinda yerel yonetimlerin birlikteligini
guclendirerek, strdirilebilir bir gelecege birlikte
adim atabiliriz. Sorunlarimiz ortaksa ¢oziimlerimiz
de ortak olmak zorundadir. Dayanigma ve is birligini
daha ileri seviyeye tasiyarak, herkes i¢in daha adil,
kapsayici ve yasanabilir sehirler inga edebiliriz.

Yerel yonetimlerin kiiresel politika iiretme
siireclerindeki rolii her gecen giin artiyor. UCLG
olarak bu siireci nasil yonlendiriyorsunuz? Yerel
yonetimlerin kiiresel yonetisimde daha giiclii temsil
edilmesi i¢in neler yapilmali?

Yerel yonetimlerin kiiresel politika siireclerinde giderek
daha fazla s6z sahibi olmasi, dinyamizin karg: karsiya
kaldig1 karmagik sorunlarin ¢éziimiinde vazgecilmez
bir gerekliliktir. UCLG olarak biz, yerelden yiikselen
seslerin  uluslararas1 platformlarda giicli  sekilde
yankilanmasini saglamak i¢in kararli adimlar atiyoruz.

Yerel yonetimler, toplumlarin gercek ihtiyaglarini
dogrudan bilen ve bu ihtiyaglara etkin ¢éziimler
treten yonetim birimleridir. Bu nedenle, kiiresel
yonetisim mekanizmalarinda yerel yonetimlerin
giclendirilmesi,
kalkinma, iklim degisikligi ve barisin tesis
edilmesi gibi temel kiiresel hedeflere ulagmada
kritik 6neme sahiptir.

temsilinin surdurtlebilir

Ornek verecek olursak; Gazzede yasanan insanlik
trajedisi, savas suglarinin uluslararas: toplumun gézi
ontinde iglendigi ac1 bir gergektir. Bu noktada yerel
yonetimlerin barig ¢agrilarini yiikseltmesi ve savasin
yikici etkilerini en agir sekilde yasayan kentlerin
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Under the umbrella of UCLG, we can strengthen the
unity of local governments and take collective steps toward
a sustainable future. If our challenges are shared, then our
solutions must also be shared. By advancing solidarity and
cooperation to a higher level, we can build cities that are
more just, inclusive, and livable for everyone.

The role of local governments in shaping global
policy is growing with each passing day. How is
UCLG guiding this process? What steps should
be taken to ensure stronger representation of local
governments in global governance?

'The growing influence of local governments in global

policy processes is an essential necessity in addressing
the complex challenges facing our world today. At
UCLG, we are taking determined steps to ensure
that the voices rising from the local level resonate
powerfully across international platforms.

Local governments are the administrative bodies that
directly understand the real needs of communities and
provide effective solutions to those needs. Therefore,
strengthening the representation of local governments
within global governance mechanisms is of critical
importance for achieving key global objectives such as
sustainable development, combating climate change,
and establishing peace.

To give an example: the humanitarian tragedy
unfolding in Gaza is a painful reality, where war crimes
are being committed in full view of the international
community. In this context, it is of great importance
that local governments raise their voices for peace

www.wald.org.tr

sesini diinyaya duyurmas: biiyikk 6nem tagimaktadur.
Gazze basta olmak tizere bolgedeki bircok tulke ve
sehirlerin maruz kaldigi durum, kiresel dayanigma
ve acil midahale ihtiyacini bir kez daha gozler 6niine
sermektedir.

UCLG olarak bizler, diinya barigini saglamanin ancak
yerelden baglayan bir hareketle miimkiin olduguna
inaniyoruz. Yerel yonetimlerin uluslararas: siireclerde
daha etkin ve giicli temsili i¢in Birlesmis Milletler
ve diger uluslararas: platformlarda yerel yonetimlerin
resmi  statiistinin  gii¢lendirilmesi  gerektigine
inantyorum.

"M
FATIMETOU ABDEL

NOVIC MALICK

HENER PRESIDENT OF

NOUAKCHOTT REGION

UCLG olarak yiriittigiimiz Belediye Baris
Gortugmeleri ile barig gindeminin tim yerel ve
bolgesel yonetimlerin ana odak noktalarindan birisi
olmast i¢in ¢aba sarf ediyoruz. Ozellikle UCLG ailesi
olarak May1s ayinda Montevideoda gerceklestirilecek
Baris I¢in Sehirler ve Bolgeler Diinya Forumu ile baris
kiltirinin kritik yap: taglar: olan diyalog ve katilimin
glclendirilmesi, barigcil toplumlarin gelistirilmesinde
yerel ve bolgesel yonetimlerin roliniin vurgulanmas:
icin ¢ok paydash bir toplantiya ev sahipligi yapacagiz.

Uluslararast  politikalarin olusturulmasinda
kentlerin ve yerel yonetimlerin dogrudan goris
ve onerilerine bagvurulmas: da yerel yonetimlerin
etkinligini daha da artiracak adimlar olabilecegini
distiniiyorum. Kiiresel barig ve adalet ancak,
yerelden yikselen giicli ve cesur seslerle miimkiin
olacaktir. Gazze'de ve diinyanin her noktasinda
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and amplify the voices of cities that are bearing the
brunt of war’s devastating impacts. The situation
faced by Gaza and many other cities and countries in
the region once again highlights the urgent need for
global solidarity and immediate intervention.

At UCLG, we firmly believe that achieving global
peace is only possible through a movement that begins
at the local level. To ensure that local governments
play a more active and influential role in international
processes, we believe their official status within the
United Nations and other global platforms must be
strengthened.

-
\',“‘

KATHERINE KLINE
| OLDER PERSONS PARTNER
| CONSTITUENT GROUP

‘Through the Local Government Peace Talks led by
UCLG, we are working to ensure that peace remains a
central priority for all local and regional governments.
As the UCLG family, we are especially proud to be
hosting a multi-stakeholder gathering this May in
Montevideo: the World Forum of Cities and Regions
for Peace. This forum will highlight the critical role of
local and regional governments in fostering peaceful
societies by strengthening dialogue and participation
both of which are essential pillars of a culture of peace.

I'believe that directly consulting the views and proposals
of cities and local governments in the formation of
international policies would be a significant step toward
enhancing the effectiveness and influence of local
governance on a global scale.Global peace and justice
can only be achieved through strong and courageous
voices rising from the local level. Ending the suftering
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yaganan actlara son verilmesi, insanligin ortak
vicdaninin bir geregidir. Bizler, bu vicdanin sesi
olmaya devam edecegiz.

Sizce, gelecegin sehirleri nasil gsekillenecek?
Kiiresel trendleri dikkate aldiginizda, belediyelerin
dijitallesme, yesil doniisiim ve sosyal kapsayicilik
agisindan nasil bir yol haritas izlemesi gerekiyor?
Gelecegin sehirleri; dijital, daha yesil ve daha
kapsayict bir vizyon tzerine inga edilecektir.
Kiiresel trendler bize, strdirilebilirligi merkeze
alan, teknolojiyi etkin kullanan ve kimseyi geride
birakmayan bir kentlesmenin ka¢inilmaz oldugunu
gosteriyor.

UCLG olarak bizim vizyonumuz; sehirlerin yalnizca
yasam alanlar1 degil, ayni zamanda inovasyon, esitlik ve
surdirilebilir kalkinmanin temeli haline gelmesidir.
Bu dogrultuda belediyelerin izlemesi gereken yol
haritasini; dijitallesme, yesil dontisim ve sosyal
kapsayicilik prensipleri Gizerinde sekillenmelidir.

Sehirlerin  daha akilli, seffaf ve katilima
yonetilebilmesi i¢in teknolojiyi stratejik bir firsat
olarak kullanmaliyiz. Bu baglamda veri odakli
yonetim, akilli alt yapr ve akilli gehircilik gibi
alanlarda etkin olmaliyiz. Yine iklim kriziyle
micadele etmek ve gelecek nesillere daha yasanabilir
sehirler birakmak icin yesil dontstimi belediye

politikalarinin merkezine almaliyiz.

Yapi Nufus
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in Gaza and in every corner of the world is a moral
imperative for all of humanity. We will continue to be
the voice of that shared conscience.

In your view, how will the cities of the future take
shape? Considering global trends, what roadmap
should municipalities follow in terms of digitalization,
green transformation, and social inclusion?

'The cities of the future will be built upon a vision that
is more digital, greener, and more inclusive. Global
trends clearly show us that a model of urbanization
centered on sustainability, driven by effective use of
technology, and committed to leaving no one behind
is not just ideal but inevitable.

At UCLG, our vision is for cities to become not only
places to live, but also foundations of innovation,
equality, and sustainable development. In this context,
the roadmap that municipalities should follow must
be shaped around the principles of digitalization,
green transformation, and social inclusion.

To ensure that cities are governed in a smarter, more
transparent, and participatory manner, we must embrace
technology as a strategic opportunity. In this regard,
we need to be proactive in areas such as data-driven
governance, smart infrastructure, and smart urban
planning. Likewise, to combat the climate crisis and leave
more livable cities for future generations, we must place
green transformation at the heart of municipal policies.

Kltdr Kamera
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Gelecegin sehirleri ancak ve ancak sosyal adaletin
ve esitligin saglandig: ortamlar olarak var olabilir.
Bu dogrultuda geride
politikalar ile basta dezavantajli gruplar olmak

kimseyi birakmayan
tzere tim kesimleri destekleyen projeler hayata
gecirilmelidir.

Sonug olarak, sehirlerimizi insan odakls, teknoloji ile
glclendirilmis, dogaya saygili ve herkese esit firsatlar
sunan yasam alanlarina dondstirmek bizim temel
misyonumuzdur. Bu yolda kararlilikla ilerlersek, hep
birlikte stirdirilebilir, direngli ve kapsayici sehirleri

inga edebiliriz.

UCLG c¢atis1  altinda
deneyimler ve kiiresel aglardaki rolii hakkinda
Sehir

alaninda Konya’nin nasil bir misyon tstlenmesini

Konya’nin

edindigi

neler  soyleyebilirsiniz? diplomasisi

hedefliyorsunuz?

Konya Biyiiksehir Belediye Bagkan: ve UCLG
Bagkani olarak gsunu ifade etmek isterim ki;
Konya'nin Birlesmis Kentler ve Yerel Yonetimler
Tegkilat1 (UCLG) catisi altinda edindigi deneyimler
ve kiiresel aglardaki rold, sehrimizin kokli medeniyet
anlayisinin ve kiresel barig vizyonunun dogal bir
sonucudur.

Konya,
kiltirtini, Mevlana Celaleddin-i Rimi’'nin evrensel

tarihin  derinliklerinden gelen hogsgora

mesajlarint ve Anadolu medeniyetinin birikimini
kiresel platformlara tagiyarak sehir diplomasisine yeni

www.wald.org.tr
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'The cities of the future can only truly existas environments
where social justice and equality are upheld. In this
regard, inclusive policies that leave no one behind must
be implemented, with a particular focus on supporting
disadvantaged groups and ensuring that all segments of
society are empowered through targeted initiatives.

In conclusion, our core mission is to transform our
cities into human-centered living spaces empowered
by technology, respectful of nature, and offering
equal opportunities for all. If we move forward with
determination on this path, we can collectively build
sustainable, resilient, and inclusive cities for the future.

What can you say about Konya’s experiences
under the UCLG umbrella and its role within
global networks? What kind of mission do
you envision for Konya in the field of city
diplomacy?

As the Mayor of Konya Metropolitan Municipality
and President of UCLG, I would like to emphasize
that Konya’s experiences under the umbrella of United
Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), as well as
its role within global networks, are a natural extension
of our city’s deep-rooted civilizational heritage and its
enduring vision for global peace.

Konya has brought the culture of tolerance rooted in
its deep history, the universal messages of Mevlana
Jalaluddin Rumi, and the legacy of Anatolian
civilization onto global platforms, adding a new
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bir boyut kazandirmigtir. UCLG’nin Bagkani olarak
gorev yaptigimiz surecte, 6zellikle barig odakli, adil,
stirdiiriilebilir ve kapsayict sehirlesme politikalarinin
gelistirilmesi i¢in 6nemli deneyimler edindik. Bu
sirecte Konya, kiiresel 6lcekteki tecriibelerini diger
sehirlerle paylasarak, dinyanin dért bir yanindan
gelen yerel yonetimler i¢in 6rnek teskil eden yenilikgi
ve katilimer ¢oztimler gelistirilmesine katk: sagladi.

Sehir diplomasisi alaninda Konya olarak tstlendigimiz
misyon; kentlerin, insanligin ortak degerleri etrafinda
bir araya geldigi, diyalogun, is birliginin ve dayanigmanin
gliclendigi bir diplomasi anlaysidir. Kent diplomasisinin;
kiiresel
diplomasinin tamamlayicist oldugunu, yerel yonetimlerin

ise strdirilebilir kalkinmamin 6ncii aktorleri olarak
hareket etmeleri gerektigini vurguluyoruz.

meselelerin ~ ¢6zimiinde  devletlerarasi

UGUR iBRAHIM ALTAY
MEMBER OF UCLG
EXECUTIVE PRESIDENCY =
&

FATIMETOU ABDEL

MALICK
UCLG CO-PRESIDENT

Bu baglamda hedefimiz; Konya'nin sehir diplomasisi
alaninda Gstlendigi 6ncii rold daha da giiglendirmek,
kiiresel barig, adalet ve strdirilebilirlik ¢abalarina
liderlik eden, bu degerleri tim dinyaya ulastiran,
diinya sehirleri arasinda kopri vazifesi goren bir
merkez haline gelmektir. Bu misyon dogrultusunda,
UCLG c¢atis1 altinda elde ettigimiz deneyimleri
farkli  cografyalarindaki  sehirlerle
paylagmay1 siirdiirecek, ortak bir gelecegi birlikte inga

diinyanin
etmek adina sorumluluk almaya devam edecegiz.
Konya bagarili  kent

diplomasisi ile tilkemizin dig politikasini ve kamu
diplomasisini de desteklemek i¢in elimizden geleni

olarak  yirGttigimiz
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dimension to city diplomacy. During our tenure as
President of UCLG, we gained significant experience
in promoting peace-oriented, just, sustainable, and
inclusive urban policies. Throughout this process,
Konya has contributed to the development of
innovative and participatory solutions by sharing its
global experiences with other cities, serving as a model
for local governments from all around the world.

'The mission we have undertaken as Konya in the field
of city diplomacy is to promote a vision of diplomacy
where cities come together around the shared values
of humanity, strengthening dialogue, cooperation, and
solidarity. We emphasize that city diplomacy serves as
a complement to interstate diplomacy in addressing
global challenges, and that local governments must act
as leading actors in advancing sustainable development.

JAN VAN ZANEN
MEMBER OF THE UCLG
EXECUTIVE PRESIDENCY

CAROLINA COSSE
UCLG PRESIDENT

In this context,our goalis to further strengthen Konya’s
pioneering role in the field of city diplomacy—to
establish Konya as a center that leads global efforts
for peace, justice, and sustainability, spreads these
values across the world, and serves as a bridge among
cities worldwide. In line with this mission, we will
continue to share the experiences we have gained
under the UCLG umbrella with cities across different
regions of the world and remain committed to taking
responsibility in building a shared future together.

Through the successful city diplomacy efforts we are
leading in Konya, we are doing our utmost to support
our country's foreign policy and public diplomacy

www.wald.org.tr

yapiyoruz. UCLG Bagkanlig: disinda, Tiirk Diinyas:
Belediyeler Birligi ve Uluslararast Tarim $ehirleri
Birligi (Agricities) Bagkanligim ile de kardes
cografyalarimiz basta olmak tzere goniillerimizin
bir oldugu sehirler ile dis iligkilerimizi gelistiriyor,
Modeli
Belediyecilik vizyonumuzun tiim dinyada yayilmas:
igin gayret ediyoruz. Ozellikle 2002 yilindan bu
yana artan kamu diplomasisini yerel diizeyde
desteklemek en buylik amaglarimizdan birisidir.
Oyle ki iilkemizin 100. Yilinda UCLG Bagkanligini
Konya Biyiiksehir Belediye Bagkan: olarak sehrim
Konyada devralmam da bu vizyonun 6nemli bir
gostergesidir.

uluslararasi  aglar araciligiyla

Konya

UCLG'nin liderliginde yerel yonetimler igin
belirlediginiz temel oncelikler neler? Ozellikle
surdirilebilir kalkinma hedefleri, iklim degisikligi
ve sosyal adalet konularinda mnasil bir yon
ciziyorsunuz?

UCLG olarak, yerel yonetimler i¢in belirledigimiz
temel oOnceliklerimiz;  sturdirulebilir  kalkinma
hedefleri, iklim degisikligiyle miicadele ve sosyal
adaletin giiclendirilmesi seklinde t¢ temel eksende
sekilleniyor.

Oncelikle, kalkinma  hedefleri
dogrultusunda yonetimlerin  kapasitesini
artirmay1 ve yerelden baglayarak kiresel ¢oziimlere
katki sunmay1 hedefliyoruz. Bu kapsamda sehirlerin
kapsayici, giivenli ve dayanikli hale getirilmesiigin yerel
kalkinma stratejilerini destekliyoruz. Yerel diizeyde

strdirtlebilir
yerel

www.wald.org.tr
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initiatives. Beyond my role as UCLG President, I also
serve as the President of the Union of Turkish World
Municipalities and the International Agricultural Cities
Union (Agricities), through which we are strengthening
our external relations especially with our sister regions
and cities with which we share deep bonds. Through
international networks, we are working diligently to
spread the vision of the "Konya Model of Municipalism"
across the world. One of our greatest objectives has been
to support the rising public diplomacy efforts at the
local level, particularly since 2002. It is also a significant
reflection of this vision that, in the centennial year of
our Republic, I assumed the UCLG Presidency as the
Mayor of Konya, right here in our own city.

B e 2

e W10 CouNEL

What are the key priorities you have set for local
UCLG’s leadership? In
particular, what direction are you taking in areas
such as the Sustainable Development Goals,
climate change, and social justice?

At UCLG, the core priorities we have set for local
governments are structured around three main pillars:
advancing the Sustainable Development Goals,
combating climate change, and strengthening social

governments under

justice.

First and foremost, in line with the Sustainable
Development Goals, we aim to strengthen the
capacity of local governments and contribute to
global solutions by starting from the local level. In
this regard, we support local development strategies
to make cities more inclusive, safe, and resilient. We
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sirdirilebilir kentsel planlama, altyap: yatirimlar
ve ¢evreye duyarli politikalarin benimsenmesi i¢in
rehberlik sagliyoruz.

Ikinci 6nceligimiz olan iklim degisikligi konusunda,
sehirlerin  direngliliklerini  artiracak  yenilik¢i
yaklagimlar1 tegvik ediyoruz. Cok daha giizel bir
gelecege geciste yerel yonetimlerin aktif rol almasim
destekleyerek, yenilenebilir enerji  kullaniminin
yayginlastirilmasi, enerji verimliligi projeleri ve atik
yonetimi gibi alanlarda yerel faaliyetleri destekliyoruz.

Ugiincii  olarak  sosyal adaletin  saglanmasi  ve
esitsizliklerin azaltilmasi, politikalarimizin merkezinde
yer aliyor. Yerel ydnetimlerin toplumsal katilimi
artirarak herkese esit erisim imkanlar1 sunmasini
hedefliyoruz. Sosyal hizmetlere erigimi genigletmek,
kapsayici ekonomi modellerini tesvik etmek ve
kentlerin tim sakinleri icin esitlik¢i yasam alanlari
olugturmak temel amaglarimiz arasinda bulunuyor.

Bu oncelikler ¢ergcevesinde UCLG olarak yerel
yonetimlerin sesini kiiresel platformlarda daha gii¢li
sekilde duyurmak ve kiiresel giindemin yerelden
baslayarak sekillenmesine katki saglamak amaciyla
calismalarimizi siirdiriiyoruz.

UCLG olarak ortaya koydugumuz Gelecek Pakts;
Insanlarin, Gezegenin ve Yonetisimin gelecegini
kapsayan ¢ok amagli bir stratejik belgedir. Bu
belgede Strdirtlebilir Kalkinma Hedeflerini
merkeze alarak hi¢ kimseyi ve higbir yeri geride
birakmayan sehirlerin ingas: i¢in gayret ediyoruz.
Belirtmis  oldugum bu pakt, sirdirilebilir
kalkinmayi, iklim degisikligi ile micadeleyi ve
sosyal adaleti de kapsamaktadir.

Konya Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi olarak akilli sehirler,
sirdiirilebilir ulagim ve dijital belediyecilik
konularinda nasil bir vizyon benimsiyorsunuz?
Ornek gosterebileceginiz inovatif projeler var mi?
Sehirlerin zaman igerisinde hizla biyiimesi ve
sehir nifusunun artmasi, yerel yonetimlerin
6nemini esi gorilmemis bir sekilde artirdi. Buna
bagli olarak gorev alanlari da ciddi anlamda
cesitlendi.

Yerel yonetimlerin tim faaliyetleri ve gorevleri,
dogrudan insan hayatin1 ilgilendiren ve her giin
herkesin icinde oldugu ¢alismalardir. Yani giinimiiz
sehir yasantisinda insana dair ne varsa belediyelerin
gorev alanina girmektedir.
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also provide guidance for adopting sustainable urban
planning, investing in infrastructure, and implementing
environmentally conscious policies at the local level.

Regarding oursecond priority,climate change,we are actively
encouraging innovative approaches that will enhance
the resilience of cities. We support local governments in
playing a leading role in the transition to a better future
by promoting the widespread use of renewable energy,
advancing energy efficiency projects, and strengthening
local initiatives in areas such as waste management.

Thirdly, achieving social justice and reducing
inequalities are at the core of our policies. We aim
for local governments to enhance social participation
and ensure equal access to opportunities for all.
Expanding access to social services, promoting
inclusive economic models, and creating equitable
living spaces for all city residents are among our
fundamental objectives.

Within the framework of these priorities, at UCLG,
we continue our efforts to amplify the voice of local
governments on global platforms and to contribute to
shaping the global agenda by starting from the local

level.

The Future Pact we have introduced at UCLG is a
comprehensive strategic document that encompasses
the future of People, the Planet, and Governance.
‘Through this pact, we are striving to build cities that
leave no one and no place behind, with the Sustainable
Development Goals at the center of our efforts. As I
mentioned, this pact also embraces the principles of
sustainable development, combating climate change,
and advancing social justice.

What vision does Konya Metropolitan Municipality
adopt regarding smart cities,
transportation,and digital governance? Are there any
innovative projects you can highlight as examples?

'The rapid growth of cities and the increase in urban

sustainable

populations over time have elevated the importance
of local governments to an unprecedented level. As a
result, their areas of responsibility have also expanded
and diversified significantly.

All the activities and responsibilities of local governments
are directly related to human life and involve services
that people interact with every day. In today’s urban life,
virtually everything concerning human well-being falls

within the scope of municipal responsibilities.

www.wald.org.tr

Belediyeler gliniimizde artik sadece yol, kanalizasyon,
su ve temizlik igleriyle ilgilenen kurumlar olmaktan
¢cikarak, hayatin her yontne etki eden onlarca farkls
sosyal, kiltiirel ve sanatsal faaliyetin de uygulayicist
haline geldiler. Bunlarla birlikte; sehirlerin, teknolojiye
ve bilime entegre bir sekilde varliklarini siirdiirerek,
Akilli Sehir uygulamalarini gehrin her alaninda
yaygin hale getirmesi de 6nemli bir mesele olarak 6ne

¢tkmaya baglad:.

“Yerinde, zahmetsiz ve hizli” olarak tanimlanabilecek
Akilli  Sehir  uygulamalari, ginimiz sehir
yasantisinda hakikaten ¢ok buytik kolayliklar
sagliyor. Ayni zamanda sehir sakinlerinin yagam
kalitesini de onemli olgtide ytkseltiyor. Akilli
uygulamalari yayginlagtiran sehirlerde, teknolojinin
tim imkénlar1 adeta insanlarin emrine sunulmus
vaziyette. Ozellikle ulagim, haberlesme ve sosyal
hizmetler konularinda teknolojinin iyi bir sekilde
kullanilmasi, sehirlerin her alandaki gelisimine

biyiik katk: sagliyor.

_ i ,':’ il .‘:
S " - b

S

kaltir ve medeniyet bagkenti Konyamizi, “Akilli
Sehir” konusunda da bir baskent haline getirmek
i¢cin bugiine kadar onlarca farkli ¢aligmay: hayata

gecirdik.

ASELSAN is birligiyle hayata gegirecegimiz
Konya'nin 2030 Akilli $ehirler vizyonunu ortaya
koyan projeleri kamuoyuyla paylastik. Akilli Sehir
konusunda bugtine kadar 200% yakin vizyon projeyi
hizmetine sunduk. Insallah 2030 yilina kadar hep
birlikte 142 projemizi hizmete sunacak ve 2030 Akilli
Sehir Konya’sini inga etmis olacagiz.

www.wald.org.tr

As Konya

Today, municipalities are no longer merely institutions
concerned with roads, sewage, water, and sanitation
services; they have become key implementers of
numerous social, cultural, and artistic activities
that impact every aspect of life. Alongside these
developments, it has become increasingly important
for cities to sustain their existence by integrating with
technology and science, and to widely implement
Smart City applications across all areas of urban life.

Smart City applications, which can be defined as
“on-site, effortless, and fast,” truly provide significant
conveniences in today’s urban life. At the same
time, they greatly enhance the quality of life for
city residents. In cities where smart applications
are widely adopted, the full potential of technology
is practically placed at the service of the people. In
particular, the effective use of technology in areas such
as transportation, communication, and social services
greatly contributes to the overall development of
cities across all sectors.

| it ' 2 /' 9

Metropolitan Municipality, we have
implemented dozens of different initiatives to
transform our city Konya, the cultural and civilizational
capital of Anatolia into a leading capital in the field of
“Smart Cities” as well.

We have shared with the public the projects that
outline Konya’s 2030 Smart Cities vision, which we are
implementing in collaboration with ASELSAN.To date,
we have launched nearly 200 visionary projects related
to Smart Cities. God willing, by 2030, we will have
completed and put into service 142 additional projects,
thus fully realizing the vision of Smart City Konya.
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Bu projeler; toplu ulagim, bisikletli ulagim, trafik,
tarim, belediyecilik hizmetleri, veri analitigi,
inovasyon, kent bilgi sistemleri, sokak hayvanlari,
Sifir Atik, yesil enerji Uretimi, geri donisim,
cografi bilgi sistemleri gibi pek farkli alam
kapsiyor.

Yesil donisim ve iklim degisikligi ile
miicadele agisindan Konya'da attiginiz somut
adimlar neler? Karbon ayak izini azaltma
ve yenilenebilir enerji projeleri kapsaminda
yiriitillen ¢aligmalariniz var m1?

Konya olarak, yesil doniigim ve iklim degisikligiyle
mucadeleyi sehrimizin gelecegi adina 6nemli bir
sorumluluk olarak goriiyoruz. Bu kapsamda somut
adimlar atiyor, Tirkiye'ye ornek olacak projeler
gelistiriyoruz.

'These projects cover awide range of areas, including public
transportation, bicycle transportation, traffic management,
agriculture, municipal services, data analytics, innovation,
urban information systems, stray animal management,
Zero Waste initiatives, green energy production, recycling,
and geographic information systems.

What concrete steps have you taken in Konya
regarding green transformation and combating
climate change? Are there ongoing initiatives
focused on reducing the carbon footprint and
promoting renewable energy projects?

As Konya, we view green transformation and
combating climate change as critical responsibilities
for the future of our city. In this context, we are taking
concrete steps and developing projects that serve as
exemplary models for all of Turkey.
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Karbon ayak izini azaltmak i¢in ulasimda gevre
dostu uygulamalara agirlik veriyoruz. Toplu
ulasimda dogalgazli ve c¢evreci otobiislerin
kullanimini  yayginlagtirdik.  Ayrica  bisiklet
yolu agimizi genisleterek bisiklet kullanimini
tesvik ediyoruz. Bugiin Konya, 655 kilometre ile
Tirkiye'nin en uzun bisiklet yoluna sahip sehri
konumunda.

Bunun diginda iklim degisikligi ile ilgili tim
dinyaya ornek olacak ¢aligmalar yapiyoruz.
Gegtigimiz yillarda Tirkiye'nin  Ilk  Iklim
Surasina Konya olarak ev sahipligi yaptik.
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To reduce our carbon footprint, we are prioritizing
environmentally friendly practices in transportation.
We have expanded the use of natural gas-powered and
eco-friendly buses in public transit. Additionally, we
are promoting bicycle use by significantly expanding
our network of bike paths. Today, with 655 kilometers
of bike lanes, Konya holds the title of the city with
the longest bicycle network in Turkey.

Beyond that, we are undertaking initiatives related to
climate change that serve as examples for the entire
world. In recent years, Konya had the honor of hosting
Turkey’s first Climate Council. More than 650 scientists

www.wald.org.tr

Suraya dinyanin farkli ilkelerinden 650°den
fazla bilim insan1 katk: verdi. Iklim degisikliginin
olumsuz etkileriyle miicadele kapsaminda sektorel
bazli “Sera Gazi Emisyon Envanter Raporu ve
Azaltim Eylem Plani” hazirladik. Bu plan ile “Yesil
Kalkinma Yolunda Tirkiye” hedefleri dogrultusunda

karbon saliniminin azaltilmasina yonelik ¢aligmalar

yuritiyoruz. “Sifir Atk Yonetimi Sistemi Plani”

dogrultusunda ¢aligmalar yiritiyoruz. Kati atik
depolama sahalarimiza gelen atiklarin kirletici
etkilerini ortadan kaldirmak ve bu atiklarla elektrik
enerjisi Uretmek amaciyla; kurulu giici 13,33
megavat ve lisans kapasitesi 25,56 megavat olan Kat1
Atik Termal Bertaraf ve Elektrik Enerjisi Uretim
Tesisi kurduk. Bununla birlikte Konya genelinde 6

tesiste ¢opleri elektrik enerjisine dénustiiriiyoruz.

Tibbi Atik Bertaraf Tesisimiz, Konya genelinde
900 saglik kurulusundan kaynaklanan tibbi
atiklar:
ici seyahatlerde karbon emisyonunu en aza
indirebilmek i¢in; rayl: sistem, akill: kavsak, CNG
ve elektrikli otobis, bisiklet kullaniminin tesviki
gibi ulagim projelerimizi bir bir hayata gecirdik.
Iklim degisikligi ile miicadele kapsaminda
Tirkiye'de Tklim Degisikligine Uyum Eyleminin
Gigclendirilmesi Projesi ve Sifir Karbon Binalar
Projesi’nin pilot sehriyiz.
ingasina devam ettigimiz Sehir Kiitiphanemiz,
Sifir Karbon ve Yesil Bina kriterlerine uygun
olarak insa edilen Turkiye'deki ilk proje olacak.
Hedefimiz, Konya’y1 karbon nétr bir sehir haline
getirerek gelecek nesillere temiz ve yasanabilir bir
sehir birakmak. Bu konuda ¢aligmalarimiz artarak
devam edecek.

toplayarak  bertaraf ediyor. Sehir

Su an gehrimizde

Sosyal  belediyecilik  baglaminda  ozellikle
dezavantajligruplarayénelik en 6nemli projeleriniz
neler? Engelli bireyler, kadinlar ve gencler icin
yiiriitiilen hizmetleri anlatabilir misiniz?

On binlerce yillik bir medeniyet ¢inari olan
Konya'miz, tarihinin her ddneminde, sevginin,
hosgoriiniin  ve kardesligin  hikim sirdugd,
herkesin bir ve beraber yagayabildigi mukaddes
sehirlerden biri olmustur. Asirlardir bizi biz yapan,
her tirli sorunu agmamiza olanak saglayan en
onemli gii¢, aramizda tesis ettigimiz bu sevgi ve
hoggori iklimidir.

Bizler de Konya Modeli Belediyecilik adini
verdigimiz anlayisla, sehrimizin hicbir kesimini
geride birakmadan, herkesi kucaklayan bir hizmet
anlayisiyla  yarinlara ylrimenin hakli gururunu
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from various countries around the world contributed to
the Council's work. As part of our efforts to combat the
negative impacts of climate change, we have prepared
a sector-based “Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory
Report and Mitigation Action Plan.” Through this plan,
we are implementing initiatives aimed at reducing carbon
emissions in line with the “Green Development Roadmap
for Turkey” goals. We are carrying out our efforts in line
with the “Zero Waste Management System Plan.” To
eliminate the environmental impact of waste delivered to
our solid waste storage facilities and to generate electricity
from this waste, we established the Solid Waste Thermal
Disposal and Electricity Generation Plant, which has
an installed capacity of 13.33 megawatts and a licensed
capacity of 25.56 megawatts. In addition, across Konya, we
are converting waste into electricity at six difterent facilities.

Our Medical Waste Disposal Facility collects and
disposes of medical waste generated from 900 healthcare
institutions across Konya. To minimize carbon emissions
from urban travel, we have systematically implemented
a range of transportation projects, including expanding
the rail system, establishing smart intersections,
introducing CNG and electric buses, and promoting
the use of bicycles. As part of our fight against climate
change, Konya has been selected as the pilot city for two
major initiatives in Turkey: the Project for Strengthening
Climate Change Adaptation Action and the Zero
Carbon Buildings Project. Currently, the City Library
we are constructing is set to become the first project in
Turkey built in full compliance with Zero Carbon and
Green Building standards. Our goal is to transform
Konya into a carbon-neutral city, leaving behind a clean
and livable environment for future generations. Our
efforts in this area will continue to grow and intensify.

Inthecontextofsocialmunicipal services,whatareyourmost
significant projects specifically targeting disadvantaged
groups? Could you describe the services being carried out
for persons with disabilities, women, and youth?

Our city of Konya, a towering symbol of civilization for
tens of thousands of years, has throughout every era of its
history been one of the sacred cities where love, tolerance,
and brotherhood have prevailed, and where people have
lived together in unity and harmony. For centuries, the
most important strength that has defined us and enabled
us to overcome every challenge has been the climate of
love and tolerance we have established among ourselves.
With the approach we call the "Konya Model of
Municipalism," we proudly move toward the future
with a service philosophy that embraces everyone and
leaves no segment of our city behind. Through our
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yasiyoruz. Engelli Destek Merkezimizle ve diger
birimlerimizle birlikte onlarca farkli calismay: hayata
gegirdik. Engelsiz Ulagim Aracimizla, dezavantajl
hemgehrilerimizin kurum ve kuruluglardaki iglerini
kolaylikla  yapabilmelerini Engelli
Erisilebilir Kamu Binalar1 projemizle; dezavantajh
vatandaglarimizin yogun olarak kullanilan kamusal
alanlara konforlu ve kolay bir gekilde ulagmalarini
sagliyoruz. Yine, dezavantajli kardeslerimiz i¢cin Konya
Kart’a tanimli Gcretsiz sehir i¢i ulagim olanaklar
sunuyor ve su faturalarinda ytizde 50 oraninda
indirim uyguluyoruz. Bunun yaninda dezavantajli
kardeslerimize ev ziyaretlerinde bulunuyor, destege
ihtiya¢ duyanlara kisisel bakim, ev temizligi, ¢evre
bakim ve onarim gibi hizmetler sunuyoruz.

sagliyoruz.

Ihtiya¢ sahibi kardeslerimize medikal malzeme
destegi veriyor, akiili araglarin aki degisimini,
tamirini, bakimini ve onarimini gergeklestiriyoruz.
Engelsiz Kent Konya Erisilebilirlik Master Plani
ile projemizle vatandaglarimizin yogun kullandig:
alanlarin genelinde dezavantajli kardeslerimizin
yagamlarini kolaylagtirmak i¢in ¢ok biiyiik bir adim
atiyoruz. Down sendromlu, otizmli ve hafif engeli
bulunan 6zel ¢ocuklarimiz i¢in olusturdugumuz
Ozel Gencler Mehter Takimi ve Ozel Gengler
Bando Takimimiz, ¢aligmalarina en guzel sekilde
devam ediyor. Yine Konya olarak, kadinlara
yonelik caligmalarimizla da 6rnek sehirlerden
biriyiz.

Kadinlar, toplumumuzun dokusunu Oren, aile
kurumumuzun  temel diregi ve milletimizin
butinligini saglayan en degerli varliklardir.
Kadina yonelik her tirli ayrimcihf ve siddeti
reddederken, hanim kardeglerimizin huzur ve giiven
icinde yagayabilecegi bir toplum inga etmenin
sorumlulugunu tzerimizde tasiyoruz. Bu kapsamda
hanim kardeslerimiz i¢in tim gayretlerimizi seferber
ediyoruz. Aile Sanat ve Egitim Merkezlerimizle,
Meslek Edindirme Kurslarimizla, Aile ve Kadin
Destek Merkezimizle, KOMEK Atélyelerimizle,
kooperatiflerimizle, Spor Konya faaliyetlerimizle
hanim  kardeglerimize ve ailelerimize destek
olmanin, istthdamdaki paylarini artirmanin ¢abasini
gosteriyoruz. Tum bunlara ek olarak treten ve alin
teri doken hanim kardeslerimize de katki sunmaya
devam ediyoruz.

Kirsalda yagayan hanim kardeglerimizi tarimsal
alanda desteklemek maksadiyla kadin kooperatifleri
olugturmak i¢in gayret gosteriyoruz. Olusturdugumuz
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Disability Support Center and other related units, we
have implemented dozens of different initiatives. With
our Accessible Transportation Vehicle, we enable our
disadvantaged citizens to easily carry out their errands
at various institutions and organizations. Through our
Accessible Public Buildings for Personswith Disabilities
project, we ensure that our disadvantaged citizens can
access frequently used public spaces comfortably and
easily. Additionally, for our disadvantaged citizens, we
provide free urban transportation services through
the Konya Card system and offer a 50% discount
on water bills. In addition, we conduct home visits
to our disadvantaged citizens and provide services
such as personal care, house cleaning, environmental
maintenance, and repairs for those in need of support.

We provide medical equipment support to our citizens
in need and carry out battery replacements, repairs,
maintenance, and servicing for electric mobility devices.
With our Accessible City Konya Accessibility Master
Plan, we are taking a major step toward making life
easier for our disadvantaged citizens by improving
accessibility across areas most frequently used by the
public. Our Special Youth Janissary Band and Special
Youth Marching Band, established for our children with
Down syndrome, autism, and mild disabilities, continue
their activities in the most inspiring and meaningful way.
Konya is also one of the leading cities when it comes to
initiatives focused on women, setting an example with
our comprehensive and impactful programs.

Women are the most valuable pillars of our society
they weave the fabric of our communities, serve as the
cornerstone of the family institution, and uphold the
unity of our nation. While we firmly reject all forms of
discrimination and violence against women, we also
bear the responsibility of building a society in which
our sisters can live in peace, safety, and dignity. In this
regard, we are mobilizing all our efforts to support
and empower our women. Through our Family Art
and Education Centers, Vocational Training Courses,
Family and Women Support Center, KOMEK
Workshops, cooperatives, and Spor Konya initiatives,
we are working diligently to support our women and
families and to increase their participation in the
workforce. In addition to all these efforts, we continue
to support our hardworking women who contribute
through their production and labor.

To support our women living in rural areas in the field
of agriculture, we are working to establish women's
cooperatives. To help market and sell the products
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kooperatiflerin trtnlerini satmak icin de PELEN
markasi adi altinda bir merkez olusturduk.
Toplumumuzun tim kesimleri ile birlikte sehrimizi
glcli yarinlara tagimaya devam edecegiz. Konya,
tarim ve sanayi agisindan biiytik bir potansiyele sahip.
Belediye olarak ekonomik kalkinma ve girisimcilik
alaninda yerel isletmeleri ve geng girisimcileri nasil
destekliyorsunuz?

Sehircilik ge¢misi 9.500 yil o6ncesine dayanan
Konya; iretim, ticaret ve sanayi sehri olma
kimligini son yillarda gii¢clendirmis; tlkemizin
kalkinma hedeflerinde kritik bir rol tstlenmisgtir.
Otomotivden sanayisine,  tarim
uretiminden gidaya kadar genis bir yelpazede
uretim gerceklestiren sehrimiz, 2024 yilinda 3,5
milyar dolarlik ihracat gergeklestirerek yeni bir
rekora imza atti. Sehrimizin 2024 yili Tirkiye
geneli ihracatindaki pay: ytizde 1,57 oldu.

makine

Bu oranla Konya en fazla ihracat yapan iller
siralamasinda 10. sirada yer aldi. Bunun yaninda
ISO ilk 500'de 8 firmamiz yer alirken, ISO ikinci
500 listesine 17 firmamiz dahil olmay: bagardi.
12 Organize sanayisine sahip olan sehrimizde
177 tlkeye ihracat yapiyoruz. 2 bin 910 ihracat
yapan firmamiz var. Yillik biytime hizimiz ytizde
5.7 seviyelerinde. Bizler de is diinyamizla birlikte
ortak akil ve istisare odakli ¢aligmalarla, sehrimiz
ekonomisine katk: saglamay: strdiriyoruz.

Cevre  Sehircilik  ve Iklim  Degisikligi
Bakanligimizla birlikte Yeni Sanayi Sitesi’nin
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produced by these cooperatives, we have also created
a dedicated center under the brand name PELEN.
Together with all segments of our society, we will continue
to lead our city toward a stronger and brighter future.
Konya has significant potential in both agriculture
and industry. As a municipality, how do you support
local businesses and young entrepreneurs in the fields
of economic development and entrepreneurship?

With an urban history dating back 9,500 years, Konya has
recently strengthened its identity as a city of production,
commerce,and industry, taking ona critical role in advancing
our nation’s development goals. Our city, which carries out
production across a wide spectrum—from automotive and
machinery to agricultural production and food—set a new
record in 2024 by reaching an export volume of 3.5 billion
dollars. In 2024, Konya accounted for 1.57% of Turkey's
total exports. With this figure, our city ranked 10th among
the top exporting provinces in the country:

In addition, 8 of our companies were included in the ISO
Top 5001ist,while 17 more made itinto the ISO Second 500
ranking—demonstrating the strength and competitiveness
of Konya's industrial sector. With 12 organized industrial
zones, our city exports to 177 countries around the world.
We have 2,910 exporting companies, and our annual
growth rate stands at approximately 5.7%. Together with
our business community, we continue to contribute to our
city’s economy through collaborative, consultation-driven
efforts focused on shared wisdom and strategic dialogue.

In collaboration with our Ministry of Environment,
Urbanization and Climate Change, we are nearing the
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yapiminda sona geldik. Konya tarihinin en
buyiik biit¢eli ¢aligmalarindan olan Cephanelik
Kentsel Doéntsimiinde ilk etab: tamamladik;
Agir Bakim Kentsel Dontgimi ¢aligmalarimiz
hizla devam ediyor. Organize Sanayi Bélgemize
hizmet edecek Konya Banliyé Hatt1 ¢aligmalar:
ve Sehir Hastanesi-Yeni Sanayi Sitesi Rayl
Sistem Hatti ¢aligmalarimiz devam ediyor.
Sehrimizi yarinlara hazirlarken; yesil dontigim,
dijitallesme ve inovasyon gibi etkenleri ana

odak haline getirdik.

Konya Modeli Belediyecilik adini  verdigimiz
vizyonla altyap: ¢aligmalarimizdan, kentsel dontsim
projelerimize kadar bircok alanda yenilik¢i ve gevre
dostu ¢oztimler gelistiriyoruz. Sehrimizin ekonomik
glicinii artirmak icin stratejik sektorlerde varligimiz:
guglendirmeye dncelikveriyoruz. Tarimda, teknolojide,
sanayide ve hizmet sektorlerinde stirdirilebilir
biytimeyi hedefliyor; yerel ve uluslararas: yatirimcilar:
cekmek, is diinyamizi desteklemek ve Konya'mizin
ekonomik potansiyelini en st diizeye ¢ikarmak icin
gayretimizi artirtyoruz.

Sehrimizin gelecegini planlarken, genclerimizi ve
kadinlarimizi da unutmuyor; istihdam olanaklarinin
artirilmasi, girisimciligin desteklenmesi ve egitim
firsatlarinin iyilestirilmesi gibi konularda yogun ¢aba
sarf ediyoruz. Bu anlamda Kariyer Destek Merkezleri
ile genglerimizin is yasantisina 6nemli oranda katk:
veriyoruz.

Turkiye ilk olan Calisgan Genglik Meclisi ile ¢aligan
genglerimizin gelisimine katki saglayacak ¢aligmalara
imza atiyoruz. Gastronomi, kiltiirel miras ve turizm
alaninda Konya'y1 kiiresel ol¢ekte daha goriintr
kilmak adina yiiriitilen projeleriniz var mi? Mevlana
telsefesini ve sehrin kiltirel kimligini tanitma
konusunda ne gibi ¢aligmalar yapiyorsunuz?

Konya binlerce yillik ge¢misiyle tarih ve kiltir
agisindan kadim degerlere sahip bir sehirdir.

Konya’nin bu degerlerini Tirkiye’ye ve dinyaya
tanitarak turizm potansiyelini en ist seviyeye
¢ikarmak icin hummali bir ¢aligma igerisindeyiz.
Konya’nin  turizm  alaninda  taninirligini
arttirmak ve potansiyelini ortaya koyarak turizm
yatirimlarini tesvik etmek ve gelecek ziyaretgilere
destinasyon ¢esitliligi saglamak amaci ile 5
yillik Turizm Master Plani hazirladik. Bu proje
kapsaminda Konya'nin turizmde 2030 hedefi

ortaya koyulacak ve sirdirtlebilir bir Turizm
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completion of the construction of the New Industrial Site.
We have completed the first phase of the Cephanelik Urban
Transformation Project, one of the largest-budget initiatives
in Konya’s history. Our work on the Agir Bakim Urban
Transformation Project is also progressing rapidly. We are
continuing our work on the Konya Suburban Railway Line,
which will serve our Organized Industrial Zone, as well as
on the Light Rail Line connecting the City Hospital to the
New Industrial Site. As we prepare our city for the future,
we have made green transformation, digitalization, and
innovation key focal points of our development strategy.

With thevisionwe callthe KonyaModelof Municipalism,
we are developing innovative and environmentally
friendly solutions across a wide range of areas from
infrastructure projects to urban transformation initiatives.
To enhance our city's economic strength, we prioritize
reinforcing our presence in strategic sectors. We are
aiming for sustainable growth in agriculture, technology,
industry, and the service sectors; and we are intensifying
our efforts to attract local and international investors,
support our business community, and maximize Konya’s
economic potential.

While planning the future of our city, we never
forget our youth and women; we are making strong
efforts to expand employment opportunities, support
entrepreneurship, and improve access to educational
resources. In this regard, our Career Support Centers
play a significant role in helping young people enter
the workforce.

Additionally, through the Working Youth Assembly
the first of its kind in Turkey we are launching
initiatives that contribute to the personal and
professional development of our working youth. Do
you have any projects aimed at increasing Konya’s
global visibility in the fields of gastronomy, cultural
heritage, and tourism? What efforts are you making
to promote Mevlana’s philosophy and the city’s
cultural identity?

Konya is a city with ancient and profound values, shaped by
thousands of years of history and rich cultural heritage. We
are engaged in intensive efforts to promote Konya’s rich
heritage both in Turkey and around the world, with the
aim of maximizing the city’s tourism potential. To enhance
Konya’s recognition in the tourism sector, highlight its full
potential, encourage tourism investments, and offer future
visitors a diverse range of destinations, we have developed
a 5-year Tourism Master Plan. Within the scope of this
project, Konya’s tourism vision for 2030 will be defined, and
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Master Plani hayata gecirilecek. Yine Biyiiksehir
Belediyesi olarak turizm alaninda yaptigimiz yeni
yatirimlar biyik ilgi gértiyor. UNESCO Diinya
Miras1 Listesi'ndeki Catalhdyik'in tanitimina
katk: saglayan Catalhéyik Tanitim ve Karsilama
Merkezi, Darilmulk Sergi Sarayi, Tag Bina Dijital
Tanmitim Merkezi, Depo No: 4, Konya Panorama
Miizesi, Turbeoni Cargilar: gibi eserlerle sehrimize
olan ilginin daha da arttigini gériiyoruz. Tabi bu
eserlerin ¢ogunu tarihi bir dénlsim neticesinde
gergeklestirdik.  Bunun  yaninda
calismalarla Beysehirde yer alan Egrefoglu Camide
UNESCO Dinya Miras: Listesi'nde yerini aldu.

yaptigimiz

Sosyal, kiltirel ve turizme dayali ¢aligmalarimiz
buytik ilgi goriiyor. Mistik Miizik Festivali, Tarihi
Bedesten Aligveris Gunleri, Gastrofest ve Konya
Kitap Gtnleri etkinliklerimizle gehrimizde adeta
bir kiiltiir bayrami yagiyoruz. Ote yandan Hazreti
Mevlananin tim insanlig1 kucaklayan hosgéri ve
kardeslik felsefesinin tim dinya ile bulusturmak
i¢in ¢aba sarf ediyoruz.

Bu kapsamda Seb-i Arus torenleri, bizler i¢in adeta
sehrimizde gerceklesen manevi bir sélen oluyor.
Her yil tlkemizden ve diinyadan on binlerce
misafir, Mevlana Hazretleri'nin Hakk’a vuslat1
olan Seb-i Arus torenleri icin Konya’'miza akin
ediyor. Ben bu vesileyle, diinyanin her yerinden
misafirleri dért mevsim giizel olan Konya'ya davet
ediyorum.

www.wald.org.tr

a sustainable Tourism Master Plan will be implemented.
As the Metropolitan Municipality, our recent investments
in tourism have attracted significant attention. Projects such
as the Catalhéyiik Promotion and Welcome Center which
supports the visibility of Catalhoyiik, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site the Dartilmiilk Exhibition Palace, the Tag Bina
Digital Promotion Center, Depo No: 4, the Konya Panorama
Museum, and the Tiirbeonii Bazaars have all contributed to
growing interestin our city. Many of these projects were realized
through a process of historical restoration and transformation.
In addition, thanks to our dedicated efforts, the Esrefoglu
Mosque located in Beysehir has also been inscribed on the
UNESCO World Heritage List.

Our social, cultural, and tourism oriented initiatives
are receiving great interest. With events such as the
Mystic Music Festival, Historic Bedesten Shopping
Days, Gastrofest, and Konya Book Days, we are
celebrating a true cultural festival in our city. At the
same time, we are making dedicated efforts to share
the universal philosophy of tolerance and brotherhood
of Hazrat Mevlana with the entire world.

In this context, the Seb-i Arus ceremonies are, for us,
a deeply spiritual celebration held in our city. Each
year, tens of thousands of visitors from across Turkey
and around the world flock to Konya to attend these
ceremonies, which commemorate the union of Hazrat
Mevlana with the Divine. On this occasion, I warmly
invite guests from all around the world to visit Konya
a city of beauty in all four seasons.
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Toplu tasima, akilli trafik yonetimi ve
altyapr  projeleri konusunda Konya'da
hayata gecirilen en 6nemli yenilikler neler?
Konya’nin ulagim altyapisini gelecege nasil
hazirliyorsunuz?

Bir sehrin can damar: olan ulagim, sadece yollar,
kavsaklar ve toplu tagima sistemlerinden ibaret
degildir; ayn1 zamanda bir medeniyetin vizyonunu,
insan hayatina verdigi degeri ve gelecege dair
iddiasini ortaya koyan en biylik gostergedir.

Konya Modeli Belediyecilik anlayisinda bizler,
sadece yollar inga etmekle kalmiyor; akilli, verimli
ve ¢evreci ulagim sistemleriyle sehrimizi gl¢li
yarinlara tagiyoruz. Akilli ulasim sistemleri,
modern sgehirlerin daha verimli, strdirilebilir
ve cevre dostu bir sekilde yonetilmesi i¢in hayati
6neme sahiptir.

Bu sistemler; trafik akigini diizenleyen, toplu tagima
hizmetlerini optimize eden, cevreye duyarli ve
kullanic1 odakli ¢6ziimler sunan teknolojik altyapilar:
kapsamaktadir. Fiberoptik ve Kablosuz Iletisim
Altyapimizla, Akilli Kavsaklarimizla degisken mesaj
sistemlerimizle, Merkezi ve Plaka Tanima Tabanl
Elektronik Bariyerlerimizle, Seyahat Siiresi Tespit
Sistemlerimizle, Konyakart ATUS, Akilli Durak ve
Yolcu Bilgilendirme Sistemlerimiz ve Yolcu Sayim
Sistemlerimizle akilli ulagim alaninda 6rnek isler
yapiyoruz. Tiim bu sistemlerimizi Dijital Ikiz Projesi
adi altinda tek bir noktaya entegre ettik. Sehrimizi
ulasimda akilli ¢éztimlerle giiclendirmeye devam
edecegiz.

Konya, tarimsal iiretimde Tiirkiye'nin en 6nemli
sehirlerinden biri. Tarim sektoriinii giigclendirmek
ve ciftcileri desteklemek icin belediye olarak ne tiir
tesvikler ve projeler sunuyorsunuz?

Bildiginiz gibi Konya, ytizyillardir Anadolu'nun tahil
ambart olarak bilinir. Bu bereketli topraklar, sadece
Tiirkiye'nin degil, diinyanin da gida glivenligine katks
saglamaktadir. Ben de aymi zamanda Uluslararas:
Tarim Sehirleri Birligi Bagkanligi'ni yiirGtiyorum.
Catalhéyiik’te bulunan yaklagik 9 bin 500 6ncesinden
kalan bugday taneleri o giinden itibaren Konya
Ovast’'nda insanlarin tahil basta olmak tzere bircok
rlind Grettigini ve bunun ticaretini yaptigini gosteriyor.

Sehrimiz; tarimsal tretim degeri, tarimsal ticaret ve
tarimsal istihdam agisindan Tiirkiye'nin tarim bagkenti
konumundadir. 42 bin kilometre yiizolglimiine sahip
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What are the most significant innovations
implemented in regarding  public
transportation, smart traffic management, and
infrastructure projects? How are you preparing the
city’s transportation infrastructure for the future?
Transportation, the lifeblood of any city, is not merely
about roads, intersections, and public transit systems; it is
also one of the most powerful indicators of a civilization’s
vision, the value it places on human life, and its ambition
for the future.

Konya

Within the framework of the Konya Model of
Municipalism, we go beyond simply building roads we
are carrying our city into a stronger future with smart,
efficient, and environmentally friendly transportation
systems. Smart transportation systems are vital
for managing modern cities in a more efhicient,
sustainable, and environmentally friendly manner.

These systems encompass technological infrastructures
that regulate trafhic flow, optimize public transport
services, and offer environmentally conscious, user-
centered solutions. With our fiber-optic and wireless
communication infrastructure, smart intersections,
variable message systems, centrally managed and license
plate—based electronic barriers, travel time detection
systems, Konyakart ATUS, smart stops and passenger
information systems, and passenger counting systems,
we are setting an exemplary standard in the field of
smart transportation. We have integrated all of these
systems under a single framework called the Digital
Twin Project. We will continue to strengthen our city
with smart solutions in transportation.

Konya is one of Turkey’s most important cities in
agricultural production. As a municipality, what kinds
of incentives and projects are you offering to strengthen
the agricultural sector and support farmers?

As you know, Konya has long been known as the
granary of Anatolia. These fertile lands contribute not
only to Turkey’s food security but also to that of the
world. I also serve as the President of the International
Agricultural Cities Union. The wheat grains found in
Catalhoytik, dating back approximately 9,500 years,
demonstrate that since those early times, people in
the Konya Plain have been cultivating grains and
many other crops and engaging in their trade.

Our city holds the title of Turkey’s agricultural capital in terms
of agricultural production value, trade, and employment in
the sector. In our city, which spans an area of 42,000 square
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sehrimizde; 1 milyon 890 bin hektar tarim arazisine
sahibiz. Biiyikbas hayvancilikta, siit, seker pancari,
bugday, arpa, fasulye, misir, havug, kiraz, kimyon ve lale
gibi trtinlerin retiminde Turkiyede birinci siradayiz.

Kigukbas hayvancilikta, yumurta tretiminde,
patates, bezelye, hashas, kavun ve visne gibi
urtinlerde Tirkiyede ikinci siradayiz. Hem

Biyiksehir Belediye Bagkani, hem de Uluslararas:
Tarim Sehirleri Birligi Baskani vasfiyla tarim
politikalarimizi milli bir vizyon c¢ergevesinde
sekillendirmeye devam ediyoruz.

Hukimetimizin  ¢ift¢imize desteklere
ilave olarak bizler de desteklerden
ciftcilerimize egitim destegine kadar bir¢ok konuda
proje yurttiyoruz. Atil arazilerin kullanimini
yayginlagtiriyoruz.  Kiresel — iklim  degisikligi
sebebiyle kurakliga dayanikli trinlerin ekimini
tesvik ediyoruz.

verdigi
tarimsal

Konya Modeli Belediyecilik anlayigimizla sehrimiz
genelindeki c¢iftcilerimize ve ureticilerimize 2018
yilindan bu yana 23 milyon fidan ve fide destegi
sagladik. Yine hayata gecirdigimiz Fenni Firin
Ekmek Fabrikasiyla hemgehrilerimize hem ucuz

hem de kaliteli ekmek sunmaya devam ediyoruz.

Uriin

turizmine

PELEN Yoresel Satig  Merkezimizle
Konya'mizin cok onemli katkilar
sunarken, kadin ¢ift¢ilerimizin ve kooperatiflerin

www.wald.org.tr
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kilometers, we possess 1.89 million hectares of agricultural
land. We rank first in Turkey in the production of several key
products, including dairy; sugar beet, wheat, barley; beans, corn,

carrots, cherries, cumin, and tulips as well as in cattle farming,

We rank second in Turkey in small ruminant livestock
farming and in the production of eggs, potatoes, peas,
poppies, melons, and sour cherries. In my capacity as
both the Mayor of the Metropolitan Municipality and
the President of the International Agricultural Cities
Union, we continue to shape our agricultural policies
within the framework of a national vision.

In addition to the support provided to our farmers
by our government, we are also implementing a
wide range of projects from agricultural assistance to
training programs for farmers. We are promoting the
use of idle lands and encouraging the cultivation of
drought-resistant crops in response to global climate

change.

With our Konya Model of Municipalism approach,
we have provided farmers and producers across our city
with a total of 23 million saplings and seedlings since
2018. With the establishment of our Modern Bread
Production Facility (Fenni Firin), we continue to provide

our citizens with both affordable and high-quality bread.

‘Through our PELEN Local Products Sales Center,
we not only make a valuable contribution to Konya’s
tourism but also provide a dedicated space for our
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trinlerini sergileyebilecegi bir alan olusturduk.
Tim bunlara ilave olarak KOP Boélge Kalkinma
Idaresi ~ Baskanhigimizla  birlikte  gehrimiz
genelinde kigik 6l¢ekli tarimsal sulama projeleri
yaplyoruz.

Deprem ve afet yonetimi konusunda Konyada
yiritilen caligmalar neler? Sehrin afetlere kargi
dayanikliligini artirmak adina nasil bir strateji
izliyorsunuz?

Deprem ve afetler maalesef tlkemizin aci
gerceklerinden biridir. Yerel idareler olarak
sehirlerimizi deprem ve afetlere kars: korumak
en asli vazifelerimizden biridir. Ozellikle Konya
olarak 6 Subat depremlerinde Konya olarak
cok biiyik bir gayret ortaya koyduk. Hatay'daki
kardeslerimizin yaralarini sarmak i¢in canla
basla ¢alistik. Sehrin altyapisini yeniden ayaga
kaldirdik.

Anadolu'nun ilk camisi olarak bilinen Hatay
Habib-i Neccar Cami gibi tlkemizin kultirel
hazinelerinden birini yeniden ayaga kaldirmak i¢in
yogun gayret gosteriyoruz. Bir kez daha deprem
sehitlerimizi rahmetle yaid ediyorum. Mekanlar
cennet, makamlar1 ali olsun. Allah, tlkelerimizi ve
milletimizi bir daha hic¢bir zaman béyle bir felaketle
sinamasin... Sehrimizde de deprem ve afetlerle
mucadele kapsaminda o6nemli isler yapiyoruz.
Konyamiz; yiizdlgimi, jeolojik durumu ve iklim
ozellikleri nedeniyle meteorolojik ve iklimsel afetler,
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women farmers and cooperatives to showcase and
sell their products. In addition to all these efforts, we
are implementing small-scale agricultural irrigation
projects across our city in collaboration with the KOP
Regional Development Administration.

What efforts are being carried out in Konya
regarding earthquake and disaster management?
What strategies are being implemented to enhance
the city's resilience against disasters?

Earthquakes and natural disasters, unfortunately,
remain one of the harsh realities of our country. As local
administrations, one of our foremost responsibilities is
to protect our cities against such disasters. As Konya, we
demonstrated immense effort during the devastating
earthquakes of February 6. We worked tirelessly to help our
brothers and sisters in Hatay, doing everything we could to
heal their wounds. We played a vital role in rebuilding the
city's infrastructure.

Moreover, we are making dedicated efforts to restore
one of our nation’s cultural treasures the Habib-i Neccar
Mosque, known as the first mosque of Anatolia. Once
again, I remember our earthquake martyrs with mercy.
May their resting places be in paradise, and may their ranks
be elevated. May Allah never again test our countries and
our people with such a tragedy. In our city, we are also
taking significant steps in the fight against earthquakes
and disasters. Due to its size, geological conditions, and
climatic features, Konya is located in areas with a high risk
of natural disasters, including meteorological and climate-
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tagkin, sel, kaya dismesi, heyelan, obruk, yangin,
endistriyel kazalar ve deprem konularinda afet
riski yiksek bolgelerde bulunmaktadir. Sehrimizde
depreme hazirlik acisindan gergeklestirdigimiz en
onemli ¢aligmalarin  baginda Kentsel Dontistim
Caligmalar: yer aliyor. Bu kapsamda Cevre, Sehircilik
ve Iklim Degisiklizi Bakanligimizla birlikte sehir
merkezindeki Eski Sanayi ve Karatay Sanayi'yi
yeni yaptigimiz 2. 687 isyeri olan modern bir siteye
tagtyoruz. Milli Savunma Bakanligimizla yaptigimiz
protokolle, Cephanelik ve Agir Bakim ismini
verdigimiz blyik donigtimler yapiyoruz.

Tirkiye’nin  en biyik ihya projesi olan
Dartalmilk Projesi’ni sehrimizde uygulamak igin
calismalarimiz devam ediyor. Dartilmilk Projesi
kapsaminda sehir merkezinde 20 farkli noktada
¢ok 6nemli dontisim ve restorasyon c¢aligmalar:
gerceklestiriyoruz.

Sadece merkezde degil, merkez disinda 6zellikle Ilgin
ve Doganhisar gibi deprem fay hatlari Gzerinde yer
alan ilgelerimiz bagta olmak uzere bir¢ok ilgemizde
de kentsel donisim ve yenileme faaliyetleri
gerceklestiriyoruz.  Bunun  digina,  sehrimizde
yaptigimiz fizibilite ¢aligmalar1 kapsaminda riskli
bina stogumuzu azaltarak, cok daha giivenli yapilar
insa etmenin ¢abasini veriyoruz.

Afet yonetimini etkin bir sekilde gerceklestirmek
icin hayata gecirdigimiz Afet Koordinasyon
Merkezi (AKOM) ¢atisi altinda sehrimizi deprem
basta olmak tlzere her tirli afete hazirlamak
icin ¢aligmalar yapiyoruz. Buyiiksehir olarak
hazirladigimiz Afet Midahale Plan: ile kriz
yonetimi, arama kurtarma, hasar tespit, enkaz
kaldirma, altyapi, ag haberlesme, ¢evre temizlik,
tahliye, barinma, beslenme, mal ve hizmet temini
ile guvenlik bagliklari altinda bir eylem plani
hazirladik.

Afet  Midahale kapsaminda,
belediyemizin ilgili daire bagkanliklari kendi
sorumlulukalaninagirenbagliklarda hazirliklarin:
en Ust seviyede yerine getiriyorlar. Olast bir
deprem veya afet sonrasi hayati konularin
basinda, stphesiz iletisim ve koordinasyon
gelmektedir. Bu kapsamda, tim dinyaya 6rnek
olacagini distindigim, Afet Yonetim Bilgi Sistemi
(AYBIS) ile kesintisiz bir iletigim ve koordinasyon
sagliyoruz. Ayrica Afet Koordinasyon Aracimiz,

Planimiz
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related events, floods, landslides, rockfalls, sinkholes, fires,
industrial accidents, and earthquakes. One of the most
important efforts we have undertaken in our city in terms
of earthquake preparedness is the Urban Transformation
Projects. In this context, in collaboration with the Ministry
of Environment, Urbanization, and Climate Change, we
are relocating the Old Industrial and Karatay Industrial
areas in the city center to a new modern site with 2,687
workplaces. Through the protocol we signed with the
Ministry of National Defense, we are carrying out

significant transformations under the names Cephanelik
and Agir Bakim.

We are continuing our efforts to implement the
Darilmilk Project, which is Turkey's largest
restoration project, in our city. As part of the
Dartlmilk Project, we are carrying out significant
transformation and restoration work at 20 different
locations in the city center.

Not only in the city center, but also in many districts
outside the center particularly those located along
earthquake fault lines such as Ilgin and Doganhisar
we are carrying out urban transformation and
renewal activities. In addition, as part of our
teasibility studies in the city, we are working to
reduce the stock of risky buildings and striving to
build much safer structures.

To effectively manage disaster response, we are working
under the umbrella of the Disaster Coordination
Center (AKOM) to prepare our city for all types of
disasters, with a primary focus on earthquakes. As
a Metropolitan Municipality, we have developed a
Disaster Response Plan that includes action plans
under key headings such as crisis management,
search and rescue, damage assessment, debris
removal, infrastructure, communication networks,
environmental cleaning, evacuation, shelter, food and
supply provision, and security.

As part of our Disaster Response Plan, the relevant
departments of our municipality are carrying out
their preparations to the highest level within their
areas of responsibility. Undoubtedly, communication
and coordination are among the most critical
issues following a potential earthquake or disaster.
In this context, we are ensuring uninterrupted
communication and coordination through the
Disaster Management Information System (AYBIS),

which I believe will serve as an example for the
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Kesintisiz 8 saat aydinlatma saglayan termal

gorisli insansiz hava araglarimiz, Akustik-Sismik
Dinleme Cihazlarimiz, Enkaz Gortuntileme
Cihazlarimiz, Afet Mdahale araglarimiz, 6zellikle
Hatay'da biyik faydasini goérdigimiz Mobil
Ekmek Firini ve Mobil Mutfaklarimiz ile Mobil
Destek Araglarimizla da olasi afetlerde maksimum
seviyede hizmet saglamaktadir.

[limizdeki olasi bir deprem durumunda 125 toplanma
alani olugturduk. Yine depremler sonrasi insa
edilecek gegici barinma yerleri i¢in tiim ilgelerimiz
dahilinde toplamda 86 alan belirledik. Tim bu
¢alismalarimizla sehrimizi deprem ve afetlere karg:
direngli hale getirmenin ¢abasini veriyoruz.

Konya, Tirkiye’nin en biyik yiiz ol¢iimiine
sahip sehirlerinden biri. Kentin bityiimesini
sirdiriilebilir bir sekilde yonetmek adina ne tiir
kentsel planlama yaklagimlarini benimsiyorsunuz?
Konya, tarihi mirasi, genis cografyasi ve hizla
biyliyen niifusuyla tilkemizin en 6zel sehirlerinden
biridir. Bu buyukligl, sirdirilebilir ve akilli

planlamaanlayisiylayénetmek temel 6nceligimizdir.

Kentsel planlamada o6ncelikle "insan merkezli" bir
yaklagimi benimsiyoruz. Insanin yagam kalitesini
artiran, dogaya ve tarihe saygili, ekolojik dengeyi
koruyan projelere 6ncelik veriyoruz.
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entire world. Additionally, our Disaster Coordination
Vehicle, thermal vision-equipped drones providing
8 hours of continuous lighting, acoustic-seismic
listening devices, debris imaging equipment, disaster
response vehicles, and mobile bakery and kitchen
units along with our mobile support vehicles are all
used to provide maximum service during potential
disasters, as we witnessed particularly in Hatay.

In the event of a potential earthquake in our city, we
have established 125 gathering points. Additionally, for
temporary shelters to be built after earthquakes, we have
identified a total of 86 areas across all of our districts.
Through all these efforts, we are striving to make our

city resilient to earthquakes and other disasters.

Konya is one of the largest cities in Turkey in
terms of land area. What types of urban planning
approaches are you adopting to manage the city’s
growth in a sustainable way?

Konya, with its rich historical heritage, vast geography, and
rapidly growing population, is one of the most unique cities
in our country. Managing this growth with a sustainable
and smart planning approach is our top priority.

In urban planning, we primarily adopt a "human-centered"
approach. We prioritize projects that enhance the quality of
life for individuals, respect nature and history, and preserve
the ecological balance.

www.wald.org.tr

Bu ¢ercevede; yatay mimariyi esas alan, yesil alanlar:
koruyan ve artiran, mahalle kiltirint yasatan ve
gelistiren bir gehircilik vizyonu izliyoruz. Konya'y:
gelecege tagimanin  yolu, "Akilli Sehircilik"
yaklagimini tim planlama siire¢lerine entegre
etmekten geciyor. Sehrimizin ulagim, altyaps,
enerji ve su yoénetiminde ileri teknolojileri
kullanarak verimlilik saglamaya ¢alisiyoruz.

Bisiklet yollar1, toplu ulagimin giglendirilmesi,
cevre dostu ulagim sistemleri gibi uygulamalarla
karbon ayak izimizi azaltiyoruz. Ayni zamanda,
tarim kenti kimligimizi koruyarak ve gii¢clendirerek
"Kirsal Kalkinma"y: kentsel planlamanin ayrilmaz
bir pargast olarak goriyoruz. Tarimsal Uretim
alanlarinin  korunmasi, kirsal bélgelerde yasam
standardinin  ytkseltilmesi ve gen¢ nifusun
tarima ilgisini artirmak icin calisiyoruz. Ozetle,
sirdirilebilir kalkinma i¢in ¢evre dostu, sosyal
bitinligi goézeten, ekonomik olarak uygulanabilir
ve kiltirel degerlerimize sahip ¢ikan bir planlama
anlayisiyla Konya'mizi yonetiyoruz. Boylece gelecek
nesillere, yasanabilir ve huzurlu bir Konya birakmay:

hedefliyoruz.
—

Within this framework, we follow an urban vision that
emphasizeshorizontal architecture, protects and increases green
spaces, and nurtures and develops the neighborhood culture.
"The path to advancing Konya into the future lies in integrating
the "Smart City" approach into all planning processes. We are
striving to enhance efficiency by using advanced technologies
in the city's transportation, infrastructure, energy, and water
management systems.

Through initiatives such as bike lanes, strengthening public
transportation, and implementing environmentally friendly
transportation  systems, we are working to reduce our
carbon footprint. At the same time, while preserving
and strengthening our identity as an agricultural
city, we view "Rural Development" as an integral
part of urban planning. We are working to protect
agricultural production areas, improve the standard
of living in rural areas, and increase the interest of
the younger population in agriculture. In summary,
we are managing Konya with an approach to urban
planning that is environmentally friendly, socially
inclusive, economically feasible, and respectful of our
cultural values. Through this, we aim to leave a livable
and peaceful Konya for future generations.

www.wald.org.tr
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Konya'daki iiniversiteler ve akademik kurumlarla
nasil bir is birligi icindesiniz? Bilim ve teknoloji
alaninda gencleri desteklemek i¢cin hangi projeleri
yiiriitilyorsunuz?

Konya, 10 bin yillik kadim tarihinin yaninda nitelikli
egitim yuvalarindan olan medreseleriyle nice alimler
yetistirmis bir sehir olmustur. Konya'miz; 130 bine
yakin Gniversite 6grencisi, yarim milyon ilk ve orta
ogretim Ogrencisi ile bir genclik ve 6grenci sehri
konumundadir.

Konya Biyiksehir Belediyesi olarak bizler de
medeniyetler besigi, Selguklu bagsehri Konyamizi ihya
ederken; istikbalimizi emanet edecegimiz nesillerimizi
ihya etmeyi 6ncelikli gorevlerimiz arasinda goriiyoruz.

Bunuyaparken de tiniversitelerimizle yogun bir i birligi
ortaya koyuyoruz. Konya Biiyiksehir Belediyemiz ve
Necmettin Erbakan Universitesi is birliginde kurulan
Sosyal Inovasyon Ajanst (SIA); yerelden hareketle,
kargilagilan toplumsal sorun ve ihtiyaglara yonelik
¢oziimler sunmak i¢in 6nemli bir islevi yerine getiriyor.
Yine KAPSUL Teknoloji Platformumuz ile Teknoloji

ve inovasyon alani ile ilgilenen &grencilerimize
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What kind of collaboration do you have with
universities and academic institutions in Konya?
What projects are you carrying out to supportyoung
people in the fields of science and technology?

Konya, with its 10,000-year-old rich history, has
also been a city that nurtured many scholars through
its esteemed educational institutions, particularly
its medrese schools. Konya is a city of youth and
students, with nearly 130,000 university students and
half a million primary and secondary school students.

As Konya Metropolitan Municipality, while revitalizing
our city, the cradle of civilizations and the Seljuk capital,
we consider nurturing the generations to whom we will
entrust our future as one of our primary responsibilities.

In doing so, we are fostering strong collaboration with
our universities. The Social Innovation Agency (SIA),
established through the collaboration between Konya
Metropolitan Municipality and Necmettin Erbakan
University, plays a crucial role in providing solutions to
societal problems and needs, starting from the local level.
Through our KAPSUL Technology Platform, we have

launched a project aimed at supporting students interested

It
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yonelik, tlkemizin Milli Teknoloji Hamlesi'ne katki
saglamayr ve teknoloji odaklhi ¢aligmalara destek
olmay: amaglayan; tim bunlarin yaninda istihdama
katk: saglayan bir projeyi hayata gegirdik. Tiirkiye’nin
TUBITAK destekli ilk bilim merkezi olan Konya
Bilim Merkezi ¢atis1 altinda yaptigimiz ¢alismalarla;
cocuklarimizin ve genglerimizin bilimsel etkinliklere
katilimini saglayarak, bu yondeki gelisimlerine énemli
katki sunuyoruz.

Bilim Tiri, astronomi ve gozlem etkinlikleri, bilim
kamplari, Astronomi Festivali ve bilim genlikleri gibi
marka etkinliklerimize de her yil ytzbinlerce bilim
meraklisi 6grencimiz katiliyor. Tim gayretlerimizle
genclerimizi bilim ve teknolojide tstiin meziyetlerle
donatmaya devam edecegiz.

Konya'y1 gengler i¢in daha yasanabilir ve cazip hale
getirmek adina belediyenin sundugu hizmetler
ve projeler neler? Ozellikle kiiltiir, sanat ve spor
alaninda genclere yonelik ¢caligmalariniz var mr?
Konya her seyden evvel 6grencilerin ve genglerin
gozdesi olan sehirlerden biridir. Sadece tarihi ve
kiltird ile degil, sahip oldugu sosyal ve kiltirel
imkanlariyla da genclerimizin ilgisini ¢ekmektedir.
Bizler de Konyamizi genglerimizle birlikte
kalkindirmak ve genclerimize her imkini sunmak
i¢in gayret gosteriyoruz.
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in technology and innovation, contributing to our country’s
National Technology Initiative, and fostering technology-
driven initiatives. Additionally, this project also aims to
contribute to employment opportunities. Through the
activities conducted under the Konya Science Center,
Turkey's first TUBITAK-supported science center, we are
providing significant contributions to the development of
our children and youth by encouraging their participation
in scientific activities.

Each year, hundreds of thousands of science enthusiasts
participate in our flagship events such as the Science Truck,
astronomy and observation activities, science camps, the
Astronomy Festival, and science festivals. With all our
efforts, we will continue to equip our youth with exceptional
skills in science and technology.

What services and projects does the municipality offer
to make Konya a more livable and attractive city for
young people? Specifically, what initiatives do you have
for young people in the fields of culture, art,and sports?
Konya is, above all, one of the most sought-after cities
tor students and young people. Not only with its rich
history and culture but also with its social and cultural
opportunities, it attracts the interest of our youth. We
are making every effort to develop Konya alongside
our youth and provide them with every opportunity
for growth and success.
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Ozellikle sehrimizde ikamet eden ve egitimini
sturdiiren Universite 6grencilerimizin sosyal, kiiltiirel,
egitsel ve sportif faaliyetlere katihmini ve ilgiyi
artirmak amaciyla hazirladigimiz Geng Kiltir Kart
projesi ile genis kapsamli bir sosyallesme programini
hayata gecirdik.

Sehrimizdeki tniversitelerde aktif olarak oOrgilin
egitime devam eden 6grencilerimiz, Gen¢ Kultir
Kartile sehrimizde diizenlenecek sosyal sorumluluk
projelerine  katilarak  toplayacagi  puanlan
tiyatro, konser, spor ve egitim harcamalarinda

kullanabiliyorlar.

Bu proje kapsaminda hayata gecirecegimiz
destek programimizla genglerimizin geligtirdigi
projelere 40 bin liraya kadar ayni destek
saghiyoruz. Geng¢ Kiltir Kart Gye sayimiz 60
bini agt1.

Universiteli 6grencilerimizin hizmetine sundugumuz
en Onemli yapilarin basinda Atmosfer Genglik
Merkezimiz yer aliyor. 5.600 metrekare kapali alana
sahip merkezimiz, icerisinde egitim siniflari, toplant:
salonlari, sinema salonlari, kafeterya, oda tiyatrosu,
ozellikle sinav zamani o6grencilere buyiik katk:
sagliyor ve 24 saat agik Sessiz Caligma Alani gibi
onlarca nitelikli hizmeti 6grencilere sunuyor.

Eski  belediye oldugu  bolgede
genglerimize  Turkiye'nin  en  glizel  gehir
kiitiphanelerinden birini kazandiriyoruz. Inga
sirecimiz hizla devam ediyor.

binamizin

Bu projemizi hayata gegirirken bolgedeki yesil doku
ve agaglar1 da koruyarak mevcut projemize dahil ettik.
Bu kitiphanemiz de genglerimize katk: saglayacak
sembol yapilardan biri olacaktir.

Bunun yaninda merkez digindaki il¢elerimizde hayata
gecirdigimiz Spor Okullarimizda sportif faaliyetler
gerceklestiriyoruz.  Spor  Konya baghg altinda
diuzenledigimiz doga yiriylsii programlarimiz bu
dénemde de biiyik ilgi goriiyor.

Parkur Konya projemiz ile genglerimizi; BESYO, Beksilik,
Polislik, Spor Lisesi ve Askeri Okullara giris icin 6zel
yetenek sinavlarna hazirlamaya devam ediyoruz. Yine
ulagimda adeta buytik bir atthm yaparak genclerimize hem
uygun hem de konforlu bir toplu ulagim imkani sunuyoruz.

[lk olarak otobiis filomuzu yeniledik. Oz
kaynaklarimizla temin ettigimiz 180 yeni otobiis ile
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With the Young Culture Card project, we
have launched a comprehensive socialization
program aimed at increasing the participation
and interest of university students residing in
our city in social, cultural, educational, and
sports activities.

University students actively continuing their formal
education in our city can use the Young Culture
Card to participate in social responsibility projects
organized in Konya. They can earn points through
these activities, which can then be used for theater,
concerts, sports, and educational expenses.

‘Through this project, with the support program we are
implementing, we provide in-kind support of up to 40,000
Turkish Lira for projects developed by our youth. The
number of Young Culture Card members has exceeded
60,000.

One of the most important facilities we offer to our
university students is the Atmosfer Youth Center.
With a covered area of 5,600 square meters, our center
includes classrooms, meeting rooms, cinema halls, a
cafeteria, a room theater, and many other high-quality
services. Among these, the 24-hour Silent Study Area,
especially during exam times, provides significant
support to students.

In the area where the old municipal building was
located, we are building one of the most beautiful city
libraries in Turkey for our youth. The construction
process is progressing rapidly.

While bringing this project to life, we have also preserved
the green space and trees in the area, incorporating them
into the design of the project. This library will be one of the
iconic structures that will significantly benefit our youth.

In addition, we are conducting sports activities at our
Sports Schools in districts outside the city center. Our
nature walking programs, organized under the Spor
Konya initiative, continue to attract great interest during
this period as well.

With our Parkur Konya project, we continue to prepare
our youth for specialized aptitude exams for institutions
such as the School of Physical Education and Sports
(BESYO), the Police Academy, the Military Academy,
and Sports High Schools.

We have also made a significant leap in transportation,
providing our youth with affordable and comfortable
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cok daha konforlu araglari hizmete sunduk. Ayrica
ogrencilerimiz, Tirkiyede biyiiksehirler icinde en
uygun fiyatla otobuslerimizden ve tramvaylarimizdan

rahatca faydalanabiliyor.

Buna ilave olarak sehrimizi ulagsimda
dinya standartlarina
rayli sistem projelerini hayata gecirmek
icin ¢alisiyoruz. Ulagtirma ve Altyap:
Bakanligimizla birlikte 27 kilometrelik
raylt  sistem 105 kilometreye
¢ikaracagiz.

tasiyacak  yeni

agini,

Tim bunlari goéz Ontine aldigimizda ulagim
konusunda en uygun ve en kaliteli hizmeti
saglayan biiytiksehir olmanin gururunu yasgiyoruz.
Genglerimizin  Konyada ¢ok daha giizel
imkanlarla egitim gérmesi ve bu sehri kalplerinde
hissetmesi i¢in gayretlerimizi sirdirecegiz.
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public transportation options. We began by renewing
our bus fleet. With 180 new buses, which we procured
using our own resources, we have introduced much more
comfortable vehicles to our public transportation service.

Additionally, our students can easily benefit from our buses
and trams, which offer the most affordable prices among the
metropolitan cities in Turkey. In addition, we are working
on new light rail system projects that will elevate our city's
transportation to international standards. In collaboration with
the Ministry of Transport and Infrastructure, we will extend
our 27-kilometer light rail network to 105 kilometers.

Considering all these efforts, we take great pride in
being the metropolitan city that provides the most
affordable and highest-quality transportation services.
We will continue our efforts to ensure that our youth
receive their education in Konya with even better
opportunities and feel this city in their hearts.

=
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GECMISTEN
GELECEGE BIR
MIRAS:

BOSNA
HERSEK

Saraybosna:
KUlturlerin Kesistigi
Direncli Sehir

Bosna HerseKin bagkenti Saraybosna, yalmizca tarihi
yapilariyla degil; kiltirel ¢esitliligi, savagin izlerini tagiyan
sokaklar1 ve umut dolu yeniden dogus hikayesiyle de
hafizalarda iz birakiyor. Osmanli, Avusturya-Macaristan
ve Yugoslavya donemlerinden izler tasiyan gsehir, hem
gegmisin sessiz tanig1 hem de gelecege umutla bakan bir
merkezdir.

Sehrin  kalbi Bagcarsi’da dolasirken Osmanl
déneminden kalan hanlar, camiler ve c¢esmeler
arasinda kaybolmak mimkiindir. Miljacka Nehri
boyunca uzanan Avusturya etkili tas binalar ise
sehrin farkli dénemlere nasil taniklik ettigini gozler
ontne serer. Saraybosna, her adimda ziyaretgilerine
bir kiltirler mozaigi sunar; minarelerin, kilise
¢anlarinin ve sinagoglarin sesleri bu mozaigin en

gicld yankilaridir.
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A LEGACY FROM
THE PAST TO
THE FUTURE:

BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA

Sarajevo:
A Resilient City Where
Cultures Converge

The capital of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Sarajevo, leaves
a lasting impression not only with its historic structures
but also with its cultural diversity, war-scarred streets, and
inspiring story of rebirth. Bearing traces from the Ottoman,
Austro-Hungarian, and Yugoslav periods, the city stands
as a silent witness to the past and a center looking toward
the future with hope.

As you stroll through Bascarsija, the heart of the city,
it is easy to lose yourself among the inns, mosques, and
fountains dating back to the Ottoman era. Along the
Miljacka River, stone buildings influenced by Austro-
Hungarian architecture vividly showcase the city’s layered
history. At every step, Sarajevo offers visitors a vibrant
mosaic of cultures, where the sounds of minarets, church
bells, and synagogues echo as the strongest reflections of
this rich heritage.

www.wald.org.tr

Tarihin Sessiz Taniklar1

Saraybosna'nin sokaklarinda yiiriirken gegmisin izlerini
her adimda hissedersiniz. 1914'te Birinci Diinya
Savasi'nin baslangicina sahne olan Latin Kopriist, sehrin
kaderini degistiren olaylarin yasandigi yerlerden biridir.
Sehrin dort bir yaninda rastlayabileceginiz "Saraybosna
Gilleri" ise, savag sirasinda digen bombalarin biraktig
izlerin Uzerine kirmizi regine dokilerek olusturulmus
simgelerdir. Saraybosna ayni zamanda bir direnisin
ve umudun sembolidir. 1992-1995 yillar1 arasindaki
kusatma déneminde halkin dayanigmasi, sehrin ruhunda
derin izler birakmigtir. Bugiin, Savas Tuneli Miizesi
gibi yerler ziyaretcilere bu direnisi ve umudu yakindan
hissetme imkéni sunar. Gazi Hisrev Bey Camii,
Katedral, Eski Sinagog ve Ortodoks Kilisesi gibi yapilar,
Saraybosna'nin yizyillardir siregelen dini hosgoriistinin
ve ¢ok kiltirlaliginiin somut sembolleridir.

- -

i

Modern Saraybosna: Gegmisle Gelecegi Bulugturan $ehir
Savasin yaralarini sarmis olan Saraybosna, bugiin modern
hayatla geleneksel dokuyu ustalikla harmanlayan bir sehir
profili ¢izer. Saraybosna City Center gibi modern aligveris
merkezleri, genglerin ve turistlerin ugrak noktas: haline
gelirken; Wilson Promenade boyunca yapilan yiirtyisler,
sehrin modern yiiziini sergiler. Sehirdeki kafe kiltird,
geng sanatgilarin etkinlikleri ve yeni agilan sanat galerileri,
Saraybosna’nin yalnizca ge¢mise bagh kalmadigini, ayni
zamanda gelecegi de sekillendirdigini gosterir. Ancak
sehrin bu modern yizi, gegmisle kurdugu gigli baglar:
asla koparmamigtir. Tarihi binalarin godlgesinde agilan
cagdas mekanlar, Saraybosna'min nasil bir direnis ve
yeniden dogus hikéyesi yazdigini agik¢a gosterir.

www.wald.org.tr
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Silent Witnesses of History

As you walk through the streets of Sarajevo, you can feel the
traces of the past with every step. The Latin Bridge, where
the events that triggered the start of World War I unfolded
in 1914, is one of the landmarks that changed the city’s
destiny. Throughout the city, you will also come across the
"Sarajevo Roses" — symbolic marks created by pouring red
resin into the scars left by bombs during the war. Sarajevo
is also a symbol of resilience and hope. The solidarity of
its people during the siege between 1992 and 1995 left
profound marks on the spirit of the city. Today, places
like the War Tunnel Museum offer visitors a powerful
glimpse into that spirit of resistance and hope. Structures
such as the Gazi Husrev-beg Mosque, the Cathedral, the
Old Synagogue, and the Orthodox Church are tangible
symbols of Sarajevo’s centuries-old tradition of religious
tolerance and multiculturalism.

Modern Sarajevo: A City Bridging the Past and the Future
Having healed the wounds of war, Sarajevo today
presents a cityscape that masterfully blends modern life
with traditional heritage. Modern shopping centers like
Sarajevo City Center have become popular gathering spots
for young people and tourists, while walks along Wilson’s
Promenade showcase the city’s contemporary spirit. The
vibrant café culture, events organized by young artists, and
newly opened art galleries all demonstrate that Sarajevo is
not merely tied to its past but is also actively shaping its
future. Yet, the city's modern face never severs its deep-
rooted connections to history. Contemporary venues
nestled in the shadows of historic buildings clearly reflect
Sarajevo’s story of resilience and rebirth.
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Bir Sehrin Ruhunu Hissetmek

Saraybosna’yr ziyaret etmek, sadece bir turistik gezi
degildir; gecmisle yuzlesmek, kiltirel cesitliligin kiymetini
gormek ve insan ruhunun dayanikhligina taniklik etmek
anlamina gelir. Bu sehir, yasadign tim acilara ragmen
insanlhiga umudu, hosgériiyi ve direnci hatirlatan nadir
yerlerden biridir. Geg¢mis ile gelecegin i¢ ige gectigi
sokaklarda dolasirken, Saraybosna’nin her késesinin
bir hikdye fisildadigini duyarsiniz. Bu hikayeler, sehrin
ruhunu anlamanin ve kendinizi bu benzersiz mozaigin
bir parcast hissetmenin kapisini aralar. Sehri kesfederken
mutlaka gorilmesi gereken yerlerden biri, Sar1 Tabyadr.
Sehri kugbakisi gorebileceginiz bu tarihi tepe, 6zellikle
glin batiminda Saraybosna’nin biiyileyici silietini izlemek
i¢in en ideal noktalardan biridir. Bir bagka etkileyici durak
ise, 1530 yilinda insa edilen Gazi Hiisrev Bey Bedesteni
ve onun hemen yaninda bulunan tarihi saat kulesidir;
bu alanlar sehrin Osmanli mirasinin en canli 6rneklerini
sunar.

Vrelo Bosne, yani Bosna Nehri’'nin kaynagi da sehrin
ruhunu hissetmek isteyenler i¢in adeta bir doga cennetidir.
Saraybosna'nin merkezine ¢ok yakin bir mesafede yer alan
bu bolge, at arabalariyla yapilan gezintiler ve yemyesil
ylriyis yollar: ile ziyaretcilerine huzur dolu anlar sunar.
Saraybosna’nin ruhuna derinlemesine dokunmak i¢in
Aliya Izetbegovi¢ Amit Mezar1 da 6nemli bir duraktir,
Bosna halkinin lideri olarak kabul edilen Izetbegovig'in
anisina insa edilen bu miitevaz: anit, sehrin 6zgurlik ve
bagimsizlik miicadelesine sayg: durusunda bulunur.
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Feeling the Soul of a City

Visiting Sarajevo is not merely a touristic journey; it is
an encounter with the past, an appreciation of cultural
diversity, and a testament to the resilience of the human
spirit. Despite all the pain it has endured, this city remains
one of the rare places that continue to remind humanity of
hope, tolerance, and perseverance. As you wander through
the streets where the past and future intertwine, you can
hear each corner of Sarajevo whispering its own story.
These stories open the door to understanding the soul of
the city and feeling yourself a part of its unique mosaic.
One of the must-see spots while exploring the city is the
Yellow Bastion (Zuta Tabija). This historic hill offers a
breathtaking panoramic view of Sarajevo and is especially
ideal for watching the city’s enchanting silhouette at
sunset. Another remarkable stop is the Gazi Husrev-beg
Bazaar, built in 1530, along with the historic clock tower
located nearby — both standing as vibrant examples of the
city's Ottoman heritage.

Vrelo Bosne, the source of the Bosna River, is another natural
haven for those who wish to truly feel the spirit of Sarajevo.
Located just a short distance from the city center, this area
offers visitors peaceful moments with horse-drawn carriage
rides and lush walking paths surrounded by nature. To truly
connect with the spirit of Sarajevo, the Alija Izetbegovi¢
Memorial is also an important stop. Built in memory of
Izetbegovi¢, who is regarded as the leader of the Bosnian
people, this modest monument stands as a tribute to the
city’s struggle for freedom and independence.

www.wald.org.tr

Aliya Izetbegovi¢in Bosna halki nezdindeki 6nemi,
yalnizca siyasi liderliginden degil, ayn1 zamanda ahlaki
durusu, entelektiie]l birikimi ve savagin en karanlik
gunlerinde gosterdigi dirayetli tavirdan kaynaklanir.
1992-1995 yillar1 arasinda yaganan Bosna Savas: sirasinda,
tilkesini kanli bir i¢ savagin yikimindan korumaya calisan
Izetbegovig, ayni zamanda ¢ok kiiltiirlii ve ¢ok inangli bir
toplumun bir arada yasama hakkini savundu. Bagimsiz
Bosna-HerseK'in ilk cumhurbagkani olarak, uluslararas:
arenada halkinin  sesini duyurmak icin biyik c¢aba
gosterdi. Bariga olan baghligi, Dayton Anlagmasi'nin
imzalanmasiyla somutlagti. Bu anlagma, savagin sona
ermesini saglasa da, 1zetbegovig:'in esas mirasy; adalet,
hosgori ve insan haklaria dayali bir toplum insa etme
iradesidir. Ayrica, savagin izlerini en etkileyici sekilde gozler
ontne seren Saraybosna Tineli Miizesi ("Umut Tineli"

www.wald.org.tr

'The significance of Alija Izetbegovi¢ in the eyes of the Bosnian
people stems not only from his political leadership but also from
his moral stance, intellectual depth, and resolute demeanor during
the darkest days of war. During the Bosnian War between 1992
and 1995, Izetbegovi¢ worked tirelessly to protect his country
from the devastation of a brutal civil conflict, while also defending
the right of a multicultural and multi-faith society to coexist
peacefully. As the first president of an independent Bosnia and
Herzegovina, he made great efforts to ensure his people's voice
was heard on the international stage. His commitment to peace
culminated in the signing of the Dayton Agreement. While this
agreement brought an end to the war, IzetbegoviC’s true legacy
lies in his determination to build a society grounded in justice,
tolerance, and human rights. Additionally, the Sarajevo Tunnel
Museum (also known as the “Tunnel of Hope”) offers one of the
most striking insights into the scars of war. This hidden passage,
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olarak da bilinir), kusatma sirasinda halkin dig diinya ile
baglantisini saglayan bu gizli ge¢idi deneyimleme firsatt
sunar. Tinelden gecerken, Saraybosnalilarin gosterdigi
olaganistli direncin somut bir izine taniklik edersiniz.
Tim bu duraklar, Saraybosna’nin sadece bir sehir degil;
bir direnigin, bir kiltiirler bulusmasinin ve bir yeniden
dogusun adi oldugunu gézler 6niine serer.

Sehrin Derinliklerine Yolculuk

Saraybosna’nin ruhunu daha derin hissetmek isteyenler
i¢in, sehrin her késesinde kegfedilecek yeni hikayeler vardir.
Bagcargi'nin hemen yakininda yer alan Sebil Meydani,
geleneksel giivercinleriyle hem yerli halkin hem de
ziyaretgilerin ugrak noktasidir. Burada oturup bir Bognak
kahvesi igmek, sehrin dingin ama canli ritmini hissetmenin
en sade yollarindan biridir. Bagcarsidan yuriyerek kisa
surede ulasabileceginiz Ferhadiye Caddesi, Saraybosna'nin
modern ylziind yansitan en iglek aligveris caddelerinden
biridir. Ancak bu cadde yalnizca magazalardan ibaret
degildir; tarihi Ferhadiye Camii ve Katolik Katedrali gibi
dini yapilarla, ge¢misle bugiiniin nasil yan yana aktigini
gozler 6niine serer.

Sehirde ilerlerken mutlaka ziyaret edilmesi gereken
diger bir durak, Avusturya-Macaristan doéneminden
kalan Vije¢nica, yani eski Belediye Binasidir. Saraybosna
Kusatmas: sirasinda biiylik zarar goéren bu gorkemli
yapi, titiz bir restorasyon siireci sonrasinda bugiin hem
tarihi bir sembol hem de kiltirel etkinliklerin merkezi
hiline gelmistir. Saraybosna'da ytriirken, sehrin dort bir
yanina dagilmis olan kiiciik miizeleri de gérmek gerekir.
Ozellikle Srebrenitsa Soykirimi Anma Merkezi, Bosna
Savagi'nin en karanlik dénemlerinden birini anlamak i¢in
oldukga etkileyici bir duraktir. Bunun yani sira, Bistrik
Mabhallesi gibi daha az turistik bolgelerde dolasmak,
gercek Saraybosna’yr hissetmek i¢in firsatlar sunar.
Burada, Arnavut kaldirimli sokaklar, kiigiik kahvehaneler
ve yuzyillik evler arasinda gezinirken, sehrin zamanla nasil
sekillendigine tanik olursunuz.

Mostar: Taglarin ve Hikayelerin $ehri
Bosna Hersek'in giineyinde yer alan Mostar, sadece tarihi
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which connected the besieged city to the outside world during
the siege, allows visitors to experience firsthand the extraordinary
resilience of the people of Sarajevo. Walking through the tunnel,
you bear witness to a tangible trace of their unwavering spirit. All
these landmarks reveal that Sarajevo is not merely a city; it is the
name of a resistance, a meeting point of cultures, and a story of
rebirth.

A Journey into the Heart of the City

For those who wish to feel the spirit of Sarajevo more
deeply, there are new stories to discover at every corner of
the city. Located just near Bascarsija, Sebilj Square, with
its traditional flocks of pigeons, is a beloved gathering spot
tor both locals and visitors. Sitting here and enjoying a cup
of Bosnian coffee is one of the simplest ways to experience
the city’s calm yet vibrant rhythm. A short walk from
Bascarsija brings you to Ferhadija Street, one of Sarajevo’s
busiest shopping avenues that reflects its modern face. Yet,
this street is more than just a hub of shops; with landmarks
like the historic Ferhadija Mosque and the Catholic
Cathedral, it vividly illustrates how the past and present
flow side by side.

Another must-visit stop as you move through the city is
Vijeénica, the old City Hall from the Austro-Hungarian
period. Severely damaged during the Siege of Sarajevo,
this magnificent building has been meticulously restored
and today stands as both a historic symbol and a vibrant
center for cultural events. As you walk through Sarajevo,
it is also essential to explore the small museums scattered
across the city. In particular, the Srebrenica Genocide
Memorial Center is a profoundly moving site, offering a
deeper understanding of one of the darkest chapters of the
Bosnian War. In addition, wandering through less touristy
areas like the Bistrik neighborhood offers opportunities
to experience the authentic Sarajevo. As you stroll along
cobblestone streets, pass by small coftee houses, and admire
century-old homes, you witness how the city has been
shaped over time.

Mostar: The City of Stones and Stories

Located in the south of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mostar

www.wald.org.tr

guzellikleriyle degil, kiiltiirel dokusuyla da biytleyici bir
duraktir. Saraybosnadan karayolu ile yaklagik iki saatlik
bir yolculukla ulasilabilen bu sehir, Neretva Nehri'nin
iki yakasina kurulmus ve yizyillardir dogu ile batinin
bulustugu bir koprii gorevi tstlenmigtir. Mostar'in kalbi
kuskusuz Eski Koprii (Stari Most) ¢evresinde atar. 16.
yizyllda Osmanli déneminde Mimar Sinan'in 6grencisi
Mimar Hayreddin tarafindan insa edilen bu zarif kopri,
sadece iki kiy1yr degil, iki farkl: kiiltiirG ve tarihi birbirine
baglar. 1993 yilinda savas sirasinda yikilan ve sonrasinda
aslina uygun olarak yeniden insa edilen képrd, bugin
barisin ve yeniden dogusun en giiglii simgelerinden biridir.
Eski K6prii'nin hemen cevresinde yer alan Eski Carg ise
tag doseli dar sokaklari, el yapimu iriinler satan ditkkanlar:
ve geleneksel Bognak evleriyle zamanda bir yolculuga
cikarir. Sokaklari gezerken, el isciligi bakir drinler,
geleneksel kumaglar ve yerel sanat eserleri Mostar'in kokli
zanaat gelenegini gozler 6niine serer.

Bir Sehrin Simgeleri Arasinda Yolculuk
Mostar'da gezilecek yerler sadece Eski Kopri ile sinirh
degildir. Koski Mehmed Pasa Camii, sehre yukaridan

www.wald.org.tr

is a captivating destination not only for its historical beauty
but also for its rich cultural fabric. About a two-hour drive
from Sarajevo, this city stretches along both banks of the
Neretva River and has long served as a bridge between East
and West. The heart of Mostar undoubtedly beats around
the Old Bridge (Stari Most). Built in the 16th century
during the Ottoman era by Mimar Hayreddin, a student
of the famous architect Mimar Sinan, this elegant bridge
connects not just two riverbanks but also two different
cultures and histories. Destroyed during the war in 1993 and
later meticulously reconstructed, the bridge today stands as
one of the strongest symbols of peace and rebirth.
Surrounding the Old Bridge is the Old Bazaar, where
cobbled narrow streets, shops selling handmade crafts, and
traditional Bosnian houses offer a journey back in time.
As you wander these streets, handcrafted copper goods,
traditional textiles, and local artworks reveal Mostar’s
deep-rooted tradition of craftsmanship.

A Journey Among the Symbols of a City

The places to explore in Mostar extend far beyond the
Old Bridge. The Koski Mehmed Pasha Mosque, with its
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bakan etkileyici minaresi ve zarif i¢ dekorasyonuyla
Mostar'in ruhunu hissetmek isteyenler icin ideal bir
duraktir. Caminin minaresine ¢ikildiginda, Neretva
Nehri boyunca uzanan yemyesil vadi ve Eski Képrii'ntin
tim ihtisgami egsiz bir manzara sunar. Yine sgehrin
Osmanli mirasini tagtyan Karatay Medresesi ve Bis¢evica
Evi gibi yapilar, Mostar'in geleneksel yasam kiltirtine
taniklik etmek i¢in gériilmeye degerdir. Bis¢evi¢a Evi'nde
sergilenen 6zgiin  Osmanli  mobilyalar;, Mostar'in
gecmisteki zarafetinin bir yansimasi gibidir. Mostar'da
dolagirken, savag sirasinda zarar gérmis ve hala tamir
edilmeyi bekleyen binalarla da kargilagirsiniz. Bu yapular,
sehrin ge¢miste yagsadig1 acilari ve bugiinki direncini bir
arada hissettirir. Mostar, ytkimin ardindan kiltirini ve
kimligini koruyarak yeniden ayaga kalkmuig, bu yiizden

her kosesi derin anlamlar tagir.

Dogayla ve Hayatla I¢ Ige

Mostar sadece tarihi yapilariyla degil, dogal giizellikleriyle
de buyiler. Sehrin biraz diginda yer alan Blagaj kasabasi,
kayaliklarin dibinden dogan Buna Nehri ve bu suyun
hemen yaninda kurulu Blagaj Tekkesi ile adeta bir doga
harikasidir. Bu tarihi tekke, hem mistik atmosferi hem de
g6z alict manzarasiyla ziyaretcileri kendine hayran birakar.
Mostar'da doga ile i¢ ice vakit gegirmek isteyenler i¢in bir
diger durak Kravice Selaleleridir. Ozellikle yaz aylarinda
serinlemek i¢in tercih edilen bu dogal havuzlar ve selaleler,
Mostar gezisini unutulmaz bir deneyime doéntstiirir.
Neretva Nehri Gzerindeki aktiviteler de Mostar'in canli
sosyal hayatinin bir pargasidir. Ozellikle yaz mevsiminde,
Eski Koprii'den suya atlayan genclerin geleneksel atlayis
gosterileri, sehrin yasam enerjisini yansitan renkli bir
ritieldir.

Mostar: Gegmisin Izlerini Tagirken Gelecege Umutla
Bakan Sehir

Mostar, ge¢misin derin izlerini ve savagin getirdigi acilar
tagirken, ayni zamanda yasamin ve kiiltiirel zenginligin
guzelligini gozler 6niine serer. Tas kopriileri, tarihi ¢argisi,
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striking minaret overlooking the city and its elegant interior
decoration, is an ideal stop for those who wish to feel the
true spirit of Mostar. Climbing to the top of the minaret
offers an unparalleled view of the lush valley along the
Neretva River and the full splendor of the Old Bridge.
Other notable sites that reflect the city’s Ottoman heritage
include the Karadoz Bey Madrasa and the Bis¢evi¢ House.
These landmarks offer a glimpse into the traditional lifestyle
of Mostar. Inside Bisc¢evi¢ House, the original Ottoman
furniture showcases the elegance and refinement of the
city’s past. As you wander through Mostar, you will also
come across buildings that were damaged during the war
and still await restoration. These structures embody both the
suffering the city endured and the resilience it continues to
demonstrate. Having risen again while preserving its culture
and identity, Mostar carries deep meaning in every corner.

In Harmony with Nature and Life

Mostar captivates not only with its historical landmarks but
also with its natural beauty. Just outside the city lies the town
of Blagaj, a true natural wonder where the Buna River emerges
from beneath a towering cliff; right next to the historic Blagaj
Tekke. With its mystical atmosphere and stunning scenery, this
centuries-old dervish monastery leaves visitors in awe. Another
must-visit destination for those seeking to immerse themselves
in nature is the Kravice Waterfalls. Especially popular in the
summer months for swimming and relaxation, these cascading
talls and natural pools turn a trip to Mostar into an unforgettable
experience. Activities on the Neretva River are also an integral part
of Mostar’s vibrant social life. In particular, during the summer,
the traditional diving performances by young men leaping from
the Old Bridge into the river have become a colorful ritual that
perfectly captures the city’s lively spirit.

Mostar: A City Bearing the Traces of the Past, Looking
to the Future with Hope

Mostar, while bearing the deep scars of the past and the
pains of war, also reveals the beauty of life and cultural
richness. With its stone bridges, historic bazaars, mosques,
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camileri, manastirlari ve doga harikalariyla bu sehir,
ziyaret¢ilerine sadece gorsel bir solen degil, ayn1 zamanda
ruhu besleyen bir deneyim sunar.

Bosna Sofralarindan Tatlar

Bosna HerseK'in kiltirel cesitliligi yalnizca mimaride ve
sosyal dokuda degil, mutfak kiltiirinde de kendini gigli
bi¢imde hissettirir. Osmanli, Avusturya-Macaristan ve
Balkan etkilerinin i¢ ice gectigi Bognak mutfagi, sade ama
lezzetli yemekleriyle ziyaretgilerin hafizasinda derin izler
birakir. Saraybosna veya Mostar sokaklarinda yirirken,
komir atesinde pisen ve 6zel ekmegiyle sunulan Cevapi,
neredeyse her kose baginda sizi kargilar. Kiicik kofte
benzeri bu et yemegi, genellikle sogan ve kaymakla servis
edilir ve Bosna’nin en taninan lezzetlerinden biridir. Bir
diger 6zgiin tat ise burek'tir. Incecik acilan yufkalarin icine
kiyma, peynir, patates veya ispanak konularak yapilan bu
borek, ozellikle sabah kahvaltilarinda vazgecilmezdir.
Bosnalilar, “Burek kiymali olur, digerleri peynirli, patatesli
ya da 1spanakli borektir” diyerek bu ayrimu titizlikle yapar.

Yemek sonrasi ise Bognak kahvesi ile sofralar taglanir. Bakar
cezvelerde sunulan bu yogun kahve, sade ritiieli ve lokum
esliginde icilmesiyle bir sohbetin degil, bir gelenegin
parcast gibidir. Tath severler i¢in ise cevizli, serbetli bir tatl
olan tufahija veya geleneksel baklava, Bosna sofralarinin
zarif son dokunuglarindandir.

Bosnamutfagi yalnizca karin doyurmaz; aynizamanda ge¢misin
hikayelerini, aile sofrasindaki birlikteligi ve misafirperverligin
sicak ylizind de yagatir. Her lokma, bu topraklarin ¢ok katmanl
tarihine ve kiiltiirel zenginligine bir davettir.

Saraybosna'nin tarihi dokusu ve Mostar'in dogal
guzellikleri birlestiginde, Bosna Hersek'te bir
yolculuk; yalnizca bir seyahat degil, tarihle, dogayla,
yemekle ve insan ruhuyla derin bir bulugmaya
dontgtr.
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monasteries, and natural wonders, the city offers visitors
not only a visual feast but also an experience that nourishes
the soul.

Flavors of Bosnia

'The cultural diversity of Bosnia and Herzegovina is not only
reflected in its architecture and social fabric, but also strongly
felt in its culinary traditions. Bosnian cuisine, shaped by the
intertwined influences of the Ottoman, Austro-Hungarian,
and Balkan heritages, leaves a lasting impression with its
simple yet flavorful dishes. As you stroll through the streets of
Sarajevo or Mostar, you are likely to encounter ¢evapi grilled
minced meat sausages served in a special flatbreadat almost
every corner. Typically accompanied by chopped onions and
creamy kaymak, ¢evapi is one of Bosnia’s most iconic flavors.
Another distinctive delight is burek. Made with thin layers of
dough filled with minced meat, cheese, potatoes, or spinach,
this savory pastry is especially popular for breakfast. Bosnians
are particular about naming: “Burek is with meat,” they say,
“others are cheese, potato, or spinach pies.”

After a hearty meal, a cup of Bosnian coffee crowns the
table. Served in traditional copper pots, this rich coftee, often
accompanied by a piece of Turkish delight, is not just a beverage it
is part of a cherished ritual. For those with a sweet tooth, tufahija,
a syrup-soaked walnut-stufted apple dessert, or traditional baklava
are the elegant finishing touches to a Bosnian feast.

Bosnian cuisine nourishes not only the body but also the soul
carrying stories of the past, the unity of family gatherings,
and the warm face of hospitality. Every bite is an invitation to
explore the layered history and cultural richness of this land.

When the historical texture of Sarajevo and the natural
beauty of Mostar come together, a journey through Bosnia
and Herzegovina becomes more than just travel — it
transforms into a profound encounter with history, nature,
cusine, and the human spirit.
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YENI HEDEFiMIZ
"MOLEKULER
BESLENME"
OLMALI

Prof. Dr. Osman MUFTUOGLU

Az degil 20 yil kadar once de bu kisede “Sadece
karninizi doyurmak, daha da onemlisi mevcut
halinizi koruyup kollamak icin degil genetik
mirasimzt dikkate alarak da beslenmeye
calisin” diye yazmisim ve sonra da su notlar
diismiistim:

“Zira  genleriniz  yani DNAlarinizda
gizli o yasamsal yazihim formatiniz bir
baska deyisle de yasam besteniz ya da hayat
senaryonug yiyip ictiklerinizden ciddi olgtide
etkileniyor.”

OUR NEW GOAL
SHOULD BE
"MOLECULAR
NUTRITION"

Prof. Dr. Osman MUFTUOGLU

Not a short time ago around 20 years to be exact
I wrote in this very column: “Iry fo nourish
yourself not just to satisfy your hunger or, more
impon‘am‘ly, to maintain your current state,
but also by taking your genetic heritage into
account.” And then I added the following notes:

“For your genes that is, the vital software
encoded in your DINA, in other words your
lifes composition or personal life script are
significantly influenced by what you eat and

drink.”

Bu 6nemli beslenme ayrintist giinimiizde giderek
daha da giiclendi ve simdi tam da su noktaya geldi:
Eger genetik mirasimizdaki “koti gen” tuglariniza
degil de “iyi gen” tuslariniza dokunarak hayat bestenizi
ya da yagam senaryonuzu daha iyi icra etmek neticede
de daha saglikli, giicli, negeli bir sekilde yagamak ve

yaslanmak istiyorsaniz...

Bir baska deyisle yani genlerinizin “Gst akli”
diyebilecegimiz “epigenetik glclinizi” yanlis
degil de dogru manipiile ederek “iyi yasama ve
yaslanma” yoniinde kullanmaya kararliysaniz
yiyip ictiklerinize bir de bu goézle bakin ve
“EPIGENETIK BESLENME” kavramina biraz
daha kafa patlatin diyorum.

Zira bu kavram hicrelerinizin iyi ya da koti isler
yapacagina, gen¢ mi yasli mi kalacagina, kronik
hastaliklara yakalanip yakalanmayacagina bile karar
verebilen 6nemli bir iyi hayat ayrintisidir.

Sevgili okurlar, isterseniz gelin bugin bu
ayrintilara biraz daha girelim. Bu yeni kavramin
yani epigenetik beslenmenin ilk 10’unda neler var
bir géz gezdirelim.

www.wald.org.tr

This crucial detail about nutrition has only grown
stronger over time and has now reached this very
point: If you want to perform your life’s composition
or live out your life script more effectively by activating
the “good gene” switches in your genetic heritage
instead of the “bad” ones, and ultimately live and age
in a healthier, stronger, and more joyful way...

In other words, if you are determined to channel your
epigenetic power the “higher intelligence” of your
genes in the right direction rather than the wrong one,
and use it to support healthy living and aging, then I
suggest you start looking at what you eat and drink
from this perspective and give more thought to the

concept of EPIGENETIC NUTRITION.

'This concept plays a crucial role in determining whether
your cells function well or poorly, whether they remain
youthful or age prematurely, and even whether or not
you will develop chronic diseases.

Dear readers, if you're ready, let’s take a closer look at
this concept today. Let’s explore what makes up the
“Top 10” of this emerging idea known as epigenetic
nutrition.
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EPIGENETIK BESINLERIN KRAL VE
KRALICELERI

VARAN BIR: ELAJIK ASIT

Nar, findik, ceviz ve bademde bol miktarda
bulunan elagotanninler aslinda birer prebiyotik
molekiller.  Bagirsaklarinizdaki  iyi  bakteriler
-probiyotikler- bunlar1 “UROLITIN A” isimli
muazzam bir “postbiyotik molekil’e ceviriyor.
O postbiyotik molekil de bagirsaklarinizdan
emilip kaniniza karigarak hicrelerinize ulastiginda
adeta bir “mitokondri antren6ri” haline geliyor.
Mitokondrileri  gii¢lendiriyor,  genglestiriyor,
yeniliyor, neticede de yasglanma siirecinize fren
oluyor. Ayrica DNA’niz1 onarip donaniminizdaki
yazilimi bile etkileyebiliyor, mesela bazi kanserlere

de dur diyebiliyor.

>

Ey

VARAN iKI: ROSMARINIK ASIT

Kekik, adagayi, feslegen, nane, biberiyede bol
miktarda bulunan bu muhtesem molekil de harika
bir epigenetik aktor.

Marifetleri saymakla bitmiyor, DNA yaziliminizdaki
pek ¢ok bestenin daha mitkemmel icra edilmesine
yardimci oluyor, o beste icra edilirken ¢ikabilecek
catlak seslere, yapilabilecek bazi yanliglara engel
olarak adeta bir kanser freni, bir pas temizleyici, bir
iltihap 6nleyici gorevi Gstleniyor.
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THEKINGSAND QUEENS OF EPIGENETIC
FOODS

NUMBER ONE: ELLAGICACID

Ellagitannins abundantly found in pomegranates,
hazelnuts, walnuts, and almonds are actually
prebiotic molecules. The beneficial bacteria in your
gut (probiotics) convert them into an extraordinary
postbiotic molecule called Urolithin A. Once this
molecule is absorbed through your intestines and
enters your bloodstream, it reaches your cells and acts
like a mitochondrial coach. It strengthens, rejuvenates,
and renews your mitochondria, effectively slowing
down the aging process. Additionally, it can repair
your DNA and even influence the software encoded
in your genetic hardware sometimes even halting the
development of certain cancers.

NUMBER TWO: ROSMARINIC ACID
Abundantly found in thyme, sage, basil, mint, and
rosemary, this remarkable molecule is also a powerful
epigenetic agent.

Its Dbenefits are countless—it helps many
compositions within your DNA “software” play out
more harmoniously. By preventing oft-notes and
potential errors in these genetic expressions, it acts as
a cancer inhibitor, a rust remover, and a potent anti-
inflammatory agent.

www.wald.org.tr

VARAN UC: KUVERSETIN

Yarindan tezi yok mutfaginizda ve sofralarinizda
sogan, elma, ¢ilek, nar ve targina daha ¢ok yer
agin. Eger “Daha az allerjin olsun, bagisikligim
daha giicld kalsin , hatta 6mriim biraz daha uzasin”
istiyorsaniz market sepetiniz veya pazar filenize bu
dortlayt ve diger yesillikleri de ilave etmeyi ihmal
etmeyin.

F
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NUMBER THREE: QUERCETIN

Starting tomorrow, make more room in your kitchen
and on your plate for onions, apples, strawberries,
pomegranates, and cinnamon. If you want to reduce
allergies, strengthen your immune system, and
perhaps even extend your lifespan, don’t forget to add
this powerful foursome along with other leafy greens
to your shopping basket or market bag.
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VARAN  DORT:
GALLAT

Son yillarin yildizi hizla parlayan epigenetik
molekillerinden biri. En ¢ok ¢ayda bulunan,
elma, armut, erik, findikla da kazanilabilen bu
mucize dogal ilaci kazanma yoniinden en sansh
milletlerden biri oldugumuz kesin. Zira her giin

stk sik dinyanin en lezzetli siyah ¢aylarini biz

EPIGALLOKATESIN

tiketiyoruz.

Bir kii¢tik ayrinti: Yesil cayda siyah ¢aydan, matcha
cayinda yesil ¢aydan, beyaz ¢ayda matcha ¢ayindan
daha fazla katesin var, se¢im yaparken bu bilgi hep
aklinizda olsun. Bir 6nemli ayrint1 da cay toplayici
emekgilerimize: Cay1 elle toplamak yerine makasla
keserek topladiginizda igindeki katesin miktar: ciddi
ol¢tide azaliyor.

VARAN BES: FISETIN

Longevity alaninin yeni yildizlari, saglik ve uzun
omiir digsmani zombi hiicreleri 6ldiren, dolayisiyla
yasam siresini hem daha uzun hem daha saglikli
hale getiren ve “SENOLITIKLER” olarak bilinen
bir grup molekiildiir; o molekillerin en marifetlisi
ise bana gore fisetindir. Fisetinin en ¢ok bulundugu
yiyecek ise ¢ilektir. Cilek agik ara bir fisetin
sampiyonu. Dag cileginde bahge ¢ileginden, bahge
cileginde sera ¢ileginden daha fazla fisetin var.
Fisetin zengini besinler listesine hurma ve elmay1 da

ekleyebiliriz.

sayl 16 - nisan 2025

NUMBER FOUR: EPIGALLOCATECHIN
GALLATE (EGCG)

One of the rapidly rising stars among epigenetic
molecules in recent years, EGCG is found primarily
in tea, but also in apples, pears, plums, and hazelnuts.
We are among the luckiest nations when it comes to
benefiting from this natural miracle medicine—after
all, we consume some of the world’s most delicious

black teas daily.

A small but important note: Green tea contains more
catechins than black tea, matcha more than green tea,
and white tea more than matcha—keep this in mind
when choosing your brew. One more crucial point
for our hardworking tea harvesters: when tea leaves
are cut with shears instead of being handpicked, the
catechin content is significantly reduced.

NUMBER FIVE: FISETIN

A rising star in the field of longevity, fisetin belongs
to a powerful group of molecules known as senolytics,
which are capable of eliminating senescent “zombie
cells” the enemies of health and longevity. By
targeting these harmful cells, fisetin contributes to
a longer and healthier lifespan. Among all foods,
strawberries are the undisputed champion of fisetin.
Wild strawberries contain more than garden varieties,
and garden strawberries have more than greenhouse-
grown ones. You can also count dates and apples
among other fisetin-rich foods.

www.wald.org.tr

VARAN ALTI: KURKUMIN

Zerdegal ve icinde bol miktarda zerdecal
baharat1 i¢eren ve kori karigimi olarak bilinen
besinelr en gi¢li kurkumin kaynaklaridir. Her
gin bir c¢ay kasig1i toz zerdegali, g¢eyrek cay
kasigi karabiber ile birlikte yogurdunuza ve
yemeklerinize ekleyerek siz de gii¢li bir kanser,
iltihap ve paslanma baraji olusturup epigenetik
glucliniize gii¢ katabilirsiniz.

VARAN YEDI: FOLIK ASIT

B vitaminlerinin en 6nemlilerinden biri. Muazzam
bir DNA dostu. Esi bulunmaz bir bellek destegi. Yeri
doldurulmas: gii¢ bir hiicre tamircisi. Ve ne iyi ki hemen
her besinde bol miktarda bulunan bir molekil. Ama
ne var ki her 100 kisiden 10-15i genetik MTHFR
enzim defektiyle yasadigi icin farkinda olmadan
omriinii “FOLIK ASIT FAKIRI” olarak gegirebiliyor.
Neticede de beyni sisleniyor, depresyona giriyor,
unutkan oluyor, bagisiklig1 azaliyor, yorgun distyor.
En bol bulundugu gidalara gelince... Ilk sirada yesil
yaprakli sebzeler var. Onlar1 yumurta, hayvansal etler,

bakliyatlar, tohumlar ve kuruyemisler izliyor.

www.wald.org.tr

NUMBER SIX: CURCUMIN

Turmeric and foods rich in turmeric such as curry
blends are among the most potent sources of curcumin,
a powerful epigenetic compound. By simply adding
one teaspoon of ground turmeric along with a quarter
teaspoon of black pepper to your yogurt or meals each
day, you can build a strong barrier against cancer,
inflammation, and oxidative stress, while greatly
boosting your epigenetic strength.

NUMBER SEVEN: FOLIC ACID

One of the most essential B vitamins, folic acid is
a remarkable ally of your DNA, an irreplaceable
memory booster, and a vital cell repair agent.
Fortunately, it’s found abundantly in a wide range
of foods. However, about 10-15 out of every 100
people live with a genetic MTHFR enzyme defect,
which means they unknowingly spend their lives as
folic acid deficient. The consequences? Brain fog,
depression, forgetfulness, weakened immunity, and
chronic fatigue. As for its richest food sources: leafy
green vegetables come first, followed by eggs, animal
proteins, legumes, seeds, and nuts.

_alil
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VARAN SEKIZ: B12 VITAMINI

Arife tarif gerekir mi? Hepimiz i¢in en o6nemli
vitaminlerden biridir B12 vitamini. Ne var ki
onun da degerini ¢ogumuz hald bilmiyoruz.
Hayvansal besinler, bazt mantar ve deniz yosunlar
temel kaynaklari. DNA’mizla konugarak hicre
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NUMBER EIGHT: VITAMIN B12

No explanation needed Vitamin B12 is one of the
most essential nutrients for us all. Yet many of us
still underestimate its value. Its main sources are
animal-based foods, as well as certain mushrooms
and seaweeds. This amazing epigenetic regulator

www.wald.org.tr

cekirdeklerini  olgunlagtiran, beyin hicrelerimiz
arasindaki haberlesme sistemini koruyarak bellegimize
glc katan, yorgunlugu azaltan bu harika epigenetik
diizenleyiciyi sakin ihmal etmeyin.

VARAN DOKUZ: LIKOPEN

Domatesteki kirmizi mucize. Karpuzda, kayisida,
pembe greyfurtta da bulunabiliyor. Olaganisti
glclii bir kanser zirhi olusturarak prostat, meme ve
kalin bagirsak kanserlerine dur diyebiliyor. Giines
isinlarinin zararlarindan koruyarak cilt saghgina da
destek oluyor.

VARAN ON: D VE C VITAMINLERI

D vitamini karaciger, yamurta sarisi, balik gibi gidalar
yiyerek ama daha ¢ogu i¢in de sik sik giineglenerek
kolayca kazanabiliriz.

C vitamini ise hemen her sebze ve meyvede var ama
en zengin kaynaklar taze yesil biber, lahanagiller ve
turunggiller. Bu ikilinin marifetini hepimiz zaten
¢ok iyi biliyor ve bir kez daha arife tarife gerekmez

diyoruz.
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plays a key role in maturing the nuclei of our cells
by “communicating” with our DNA, strengthens
memory by maintaining neural communication, and
helps reduce fatigue. Don’t neglect this vital molecule.

NUMBER NINE: LYCOPENE

'The red miracle found in tomatoes lycopene also appears
in watermelon, apricots, and pink grapefruit. It forms an
extraordinarily powerful anti-cancer shield, helping to
tend oft prostate, breast, and colon cancers. Additionally,
it protects the skin from the harmful effects of sunlight,
making it a strong ally for skin health.

NUMBER TEN: VITAMINS D & C

Vitamin D can be easily obtained through foods
like liver, egg yolks, and fish, but most importantly
through regular sun exposure.

Vitamin C is found in nearly all fruits and vegetables,
with the richest sources being fresh green peppers,
cruciferous vegetables, and citrus fruits. We all
already know the immense benefits of this dynamic
duo so once again, no further explanation is needed.
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THE EARTHQUAKE
IN THE MARMARA
SEA AND THE
UNFORGOTTEN TRUTH

MARMARA DENIZI’NDE
YASANAN DEPREM
VE UNUTULMAYAN

GERCEK



23 Nisan 2025’te Marmara Denizinin kalbinde,
Istanbul Silivri aciklarinda meydana gelen 6.2
biyiikligiindeki deprem, sadece sarsintilari degil;
zihnimizde hald silinmemis olan 1999u, 1766'y:
ve daha nicelerini yeniden giin yizine c¢ikard:.
Turkiye’nin en yogun yerlesimlerinden biri olan
Marmara Bolgesi i¢in bu sarsinti, bir uyaridan ¢ok
daha fazlasini barindiriyor.

On April 23,2025, a 6.2 magnitude earthquake struck
the heart of the Marmara Sea, off the coast of Silivri in
Istanbul. This tremor not only shook the ground, but
also brought back haunting memories of 1999, 1766,
and many other seismic disasters that remain etched in
our collective memory. For the Marmara Region one of
Turkey’s most densely populated areas this earthquake
carries a message that goes far beyond a mere warning.

23.04.2025 12:49:10 (TSI). Marmara Denizi - [23.16 km| Silivri (Istanbul) Depremi MW 6.2

Enlem: 40.8600

Boylam: 282444

I Derinlik: 692 km

depremin yer ylzeyine etkisini artiran 6nemli bir
taktor olarak 6ne ¢ikiyor. Depremin hemen ardindan
kaydedilen 272 art¢i sarsinti, bolgedeki gerilimin
yalnizca bir anda bogalmadigina, aksine siiregelen bir
sismik hareketliligin parcas: olduguna isaret ediyor.

that intensified its impact on the ground. The 272
aftershocks recorded shortly after the main event
indicate that the seismic stress in the region did not
dissipate in a single moment but is part of an ongoing
tectonic activity.

Tablo 1.1 Depremin mervkez dssiine en vakin Tivkive ' deki verlegim verleri

Merkez iissiine en yakin 5 verlesim yeri
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Sekil 1.1 23.04.20235 12:49:10 (T5I). Marmara Denizi -

JERren.

Beklenenin habercisi mi?

23 Nisan 2025 tarihinde Marmara Denizi Silivri
aciklarinda meydana gelen 6.2 buyukligtndeki
depreme iligkin Afet ve Acil Durum Yo6netimi
Bagkanligi (AFAD) tarafindan yayimlanan “On
Degerlendirme Raporu™da ifade edildigi tzere
deprem, Turkiye saatiyle 12:49’da, Marmara
Denizi'nin Silivri ilgesine yaklagik 23 kilometre
uzakliginda kaydedilen deprem, yiizeyin yaklasik
7 kilometre altinda meydana geldi. Bu sig derinlik,
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23.16 km] Silivri (Istanbul} Aqiklar; MW 6.2

A Harbinger of the Inevitable?

As stated in the “Preliminary Assessment Report”
published by the Disaster and Emergency
Management Authority (AFAD) regarding the
earthquake that occurred oft the coast of Silivri in the
Marmara Sea on April 23, 2025, the 6.2 magnitude
quake struck at 12:49 PM (local time), approximately
23 kilometers from Istanbul’s Silivri district. The
earthquake occurred at a shallow depth of around
7 kilometers below the surface an important factor

www.wald.org.tr

i ilge Kiy Mesafe(km)
Istanbul Silivri Silivri_mrkkiy 22.98
Istanbul Silivri Selimpasa 24.52
Istanbul Silivri Kamiloba 2587
Istanbul Biiyilikcekmece Kumburgaz 25.95
Istanbul Silivri Giimiisyaka 26.77

Tallo 1.2 Depremin mevkez dsiine en vakon Tivkive deli i merkesleri

Merkez iissiine en vakin 5 il merkezi

Il Ilge Mesafe(km)
Tekirdad Merkez 63.05
Istanbul Merkez 63.71
Yalova Merkez 88.65

Bursa Merkez 101.98
Karklareli Merkez 129.48

Sismik analizlere gore depremin kaynagi, Kuzey
Anadolu Fay Zonunun Marmara Denizi iginden
gecen ve uzun siredir diken istiinde izlenen
Kumburgaz Segmenti. Sag yanal

atim karakteri tagiyan bu fay hatti, uzmanlarin
Istanbul i¢in “sessiz ama 6liimcul bir tehdit” olarak

dogrultu

nitelendirdigi kesimlerden biri.

Bir Hafiza Haritasi: Marmara’nin Deprem
Tarihi

Marmara Denizi ve ¢evresi, yalnizca yakin
gecmiste degil, bin yili askin stredir yikic
depremlerle anilan bir cografya. AFAD'in tarihsel
veri kayitlarina goére bolgede 1900 yilindan
bugiine kadar M>4.0 buyikligiinde 636 deprem
kaydedilmis durumda. Ancak tablo bununla sinirls
degil. 1900 yil1 6ncesine ait 449 tarihsel deprem
kaydi daha bulunuyor. Ustelik bu kayitlar yalnizca
sayisal veriler degil; halk hikéyelerinde, cami
avlularinda, tas yiginlar: arasinda sakl: trajedilerin
izleriyle dolu.

1509’daki "Kiigiik Kiyamet", 1766’daki Istanbul ve
Adalar bolgesini etkileyen biiytik sarsinti, 1894te
sehirde buytik yikima yol agan deprem ve elbette
hafizalara aci bigimde kazinan 1999 Golciik ve Diizce
depremleri... Hepsi, bugiin dahi deprem bilincini
canli tutmamiz gerektigini fisildiyor.

www.wald.org.tr

According to seismic analyses, the source of the
earthquake is the Kumburgaz Segment of the North
Anatolian Fault Zone, which runs beneath the Marmara
Sea and has long been under close observation. This fault
line, characterized by a right-lateral strike-slip motion, is
considered by experts to be one of the segments posing a
“silent yet deadly threat” to Istanbul.

A Map of Memory: The Seismic History of the
Marmara Region

'The Marmara Sea and its surrounding areas have long
been marked by devastating earthquakes not only in
recent history but for over a millennium. According
to historical data from AFAD, a total of 636
earthquakes with a magnitude of M>4.0 have been
recorded in the region since the year 1900. However,
the picture extends far beyond that. There are also
449 documented historical earthquakes predating
1900. And these records are not just numbers they are
steeped in the traces of tragedy hidden in folk tales,
mosque courtyards, and scattered piles of stone.

The “Little Apocalypse” of 1509, the massive quake that
struck Istanbul and the Islands region in 1766, the devastating
earthquake of 1894 that caused extensive destruction in the city;
and, of course, the painfully unforgettable 1999 Golcik and
Diiizce earthquakes all of these serve as solemn reminders that
the need for earthquake awareness must remain alive, even today:
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Sekil 2.1 Balgenin tarihsel ve aletsel didnem deprem aktivitesi

Sarsintinin Siddeti ve Etkileri

AFAD tarafindan paylasilan veriler, sarsintinin
yerlesim yerlerinde MMI 6l¢egine gore “VII” yani
“cok giicli” olarak hissedildigini gosteriyor. Bu
tir bir siddet, 6zellikle zemin etiidi yapilmamis,
mithendislik hizmeti almamis ya da eski yapilarda
ciddi hasarlar yaratabilecek bir esik anlamina

geliyor.

Silivri, Avcilar, MarmaraEreglisive Kuglik¢ekmece
gibi il¢elerdeki ivmedlger cihazlarinin tespit ettigi
degerler, sarsintinin yayilim alaninin oldukca
genis olduguna isaret ediyor.

En ytksek ivme degeri, 210.2 gal ile
Kiciikeekmece'de kaydedildi. Bu da bolgedeki
zemin-zayif yap: iligkisini yeniden tartigmaya
ag1yor.

Risk Haritasinin Ortasinda: Istanbul

Bugiin Marmara Bolgesi, Turkiye Deprem
Tehlike Haritasi'na gore en yiiksek risk sinifinda
yer aliyor. Ancak sorun yalnizca jeolojik degil.
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The Intensity and Impact of the Tremor

Data shared by AFAD indicates that the tremor was
felt as “VII” on the Modified Mercalli Intensity (MMI)
scale classified as “very strong in populated areas.
'This level of intensity represents a critical threshold,
especially for structures that lack proper geotechnical
assessment, engineering services, or are of older
construction, potentially leading to serious damage.

Accelerometers located in districts such as Silivri,
Aveilar, Marmara Ereglisi, and Kigiikgekmece recorded
significant values, suggesting that the earthquake’s impact
area was quite extensive.

'The highest ground acceleration 210.2 gal was recorded
in Kigiikgekmece, reigniting discussions around the
relationship between weak soil conditions and vulnerable
building stock in the region.

At the Heart of the Risk Map: Istanbul
Today, the Marmara Region is classified within
the highest risk zone on Turkey’s Earthquake

Hazard Map. However, the issue is not solely

www.wald.org.tr

Asil mesele, bu bilimsel ger¢ege toplumsal,
yonetsel ve yapisal duzeyde yanit
verileceginde sakli. Zira Istanbul'un mevcut
yapi stokunun o6nemli bir kismi 1999 oncesi,

nasil

eski deprem yonetmeliklerine gére inga edilmis
durumda.

Kentsel dontsim projelerinin hizlandirilmas:
gerektigi cok acik olsa da, bunun yalnizca fiziksel
degil, sosyoekonomik bir planlama gerektirdigi
de bir gergek.

Gelecek, Sansa Birakilamaz

AFAD’in sundugu veriler, Turkiye’nin sismik
izleme ve hizliveriisleme kapasitesinin yiiksekligini
gosteriyor.

Avrupa’nin ikinci biyik deprem gézlem agina
sahip olan Tiurkiye, erken uyar: sistemleri ve
anlik analizlerle buyik bir teknik kapasiteye
sahip. Ancak teknoloji, yeterli siyasi kararlilik,
sehir  planlamasi ve hazirlikla
desteklenmediginde yalnizca bir uyar: zili islevi
gorebilir.

toplumsal

geological. The real challenge lies in how
this scientific reality is addressed at societal,
administrative,and structural levels. A significant
portion of Istanbul’s existing building stock was
constructed before 1999, under outdated seismic
regulations.

While it is evident that urban transformation projects
must be accelerated, it is equally important to recognize
that this process requires not just physical reconstruction,
but comprehensive socio-economic planning as well.

'The Future Cannot Be Left to Chance

The data provided by AFAD highlights Turkey’s
advanced capacity in seismic monitoring and rapid
data processing.

With the second-largest earthquake observation
network in Europe, Turkey possesses significant technical
capabilities, including early warning systems and real-time
analysis. However, without the backing of strong political
will, strategic urban planning, and widespread societal
preparedness, this technology serves merely as a warning
bell one that rings too late if not heeded with action.
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Suekil 4.1 Tiirkive Deprem Tehlike Haritasing gare bilgenin deprem tehdikesi

Uzman Goriigleri: 23 Nisan 2025 Marmara

Depremi Uzerine

Prof. Dr. Naci GORUR:

"Bu Depremler Istanbul Depremini Daha da One
Cekti”

Yer bilimci Prof. Dr. Naci Gortr, 23 Nisan'da
meydana gelen depremin, uzun stredir beklenen
Marmara Depremi'ni daha da 6ne ¢ektigini belirtti.
Gortr, sosyal medya hesabindan yaptig1 agiklamada,
"Istanbul depremi olacak (Marmara Depremi). Bu
son 23 Nisan depremleri Istanbul Depremini daha
da 6ne ¢ekti" ifadelerini kullandi. Ayrica, depreme
direngli kentler yaratmanin 6nemine dikkat cekerek,
"Bizim i¢in énemli olan 'DEPREM DIRENCLI'
kentler yaratmaktir. Depremleri minimum hasarla
atlatalim. Insanlarimiz 6lmesin” dedi .

Prof: Dr. Mikdat KADIOGLU:
"Deprem Uyar: Niteligi Tastyor”
Afet yonetimi uzmani Prof. Dr. Mikdat Kadioglu, 23

Nisan'daki depremin uyari niteligi tasidigini belirtti.
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Expert Opinions: On the April 23, 2025 Marmara
Earthquake

Prof. Dr. Naci G ORUR:

"lhese Earthquakes Have Brought the Istanbul
Earthquake Even Closer”

Geoscientist Prof. Dr. Naci Gortr stated that the
earthquake on April 23 has brought the long-anticipated
Marmara Earthquake even closer. In a statement shared
on his social media account, Goriir said, "The Istanbul
earthquake will happen (the Marmara Earthquake). These
latest earthquakes on April 23 have accelerated the timeline
for the Istanbul Earthquake." He also emphasized the
importance of building earthquake-resilient cities, adding,
"What matters to us is creating 'EARTHQUAKE-
RESILIENT" cities. Let us get through earthquakes with

minimal damage. Let our people not die."

Prof. Dr. Mikdat KADIOGLU:

"lhe Earthquake Serves as a Warning”

Disaster management expert Prof. Dr. Mikdat
Kadioglu stated that the April 23 earthquake serves as

62 www.wald.org.tr

Kadioglu, Istanbul'da meydana gelebilecek biiyiik
bir depremde en az 340.000 binanin ciddi hasar

alabilecegini vurguladi.

Ayrica, fay hatlarinin tartigtlmasinin zaman kaybs
oldugunu ifade ederek, "Biz afetin kendisiyle
ugrastyoruz. Tirkiye'nin en biiytik problemi afet ile
afet yonetimini ayiramamak” dedi .

Prof. Dr. Siikrii ERSOY:

"Bu Tiir Depremler Biiyiik Depremin Habercisi
Olabilir”

Deprem uzmani Prof. Dr. Stkri Ersoy, Marmara
Denizi'nde meydana gelen depremlerin, buytuk bir
depremin habercisi olabilecegini belirtti.

Ersoy, "Bu tir depremler bir seyin tetikleyicisi
olmayabilir. Ama buyik bir deprem yasandig:
takdirde tetikleyicisi oldugunu sdyleyebiliriz. Bu
sadece o bdlgenin canli oldugunun gostergesidir"
ifadelerini kullands.

Hatirlamak Yetmez, Hazirlanmak Gerek

23 Nisan’da yasanan deprem, bir anin degil bir cagin
sesiydi adeta. Marmara, bin y1ldir kendini hatirlatiyor.
Bizimse unutmaktan fazlasina, hazirlanmak gibi bir
sorumlulugumuz var. Clinki depremler kaginilmaz
olabilir, ama felaketler degil.

a warning. He emphasized that in the event of a major
earthquake in Istanbul, at least 340,000 buildings could

sustain severe damage.

Kadioglu also remarked that debating fault lines is a
waste of time, saying, “We are dealing with the disaster
itself. Turkey’s biggest problem is the inability to

distinguish between the disaster and its management.”

Prof. Dr. Siikrii ERSOY:

"Ihese Types of Earthquakes May Be Precursors to a
Major Quake"

Earthquake expert Prof. Dr. Siikrii Ersoy stated that
the earthquakes occurring in the Marmara Sea could
be precursors to a major quake.

Ersoy said, "These types of earthquakes may not
necessarily be triggers. However, if a major earthquake
does occur, we can say they were indeed triggers. This
is simply an indication that the region is seismically
active."

Remembering Is Not Enough Preparation Is Essential
'The earthquake on April 23 was not merely the voice
of a moment it echoed the warning of an entire era.
Marmara has been reminding us of its presence for
over a thousand years. And we have a responsibility that
goes beyond remembering: we must prepare. Because
while earthquakes may be inevitable, disasters are not.
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