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21.yazyil, yalnizca siyasi dengelerin
degil, ekonomik, kiltirel ve hukuki
yapilarindayeniden tanimlandigs, kiiresel
sistemin derin bir dénisiimden gectigi
bir dénemdir. Gii¢ merkezlerinin doguya
dogru kaydig1 bu yeni ¢agda, devletler ve
toplumlar artik tek boyutlu politikalarla
degil, egitimden sehir yonetimine,
hukuki reformlardan diplomatik iligkiler
agma uzanan ¢ok katmanli stratejilerle
varlik gostermektedir. Tirkiye de bu
degisimin merkezinde, gen¢ niifusu,
cografi konumu, kiltiirel zenginligi ve
artan uluslararas: etki kapasitesiyle hem
bolgesel hem kiiresel diizeyde ytikselen bir aktér olarak

konumunu giglendirmektedir.

Bu yiikselisin en 6nemli yap1 taslarindan biri, kuskusuz
egitimdir. Artik Universiteler yalmizca bilgi aktaran
kurumlar degil, kiltiirel diplomasinin en giigli araglar,
tlkeler arast dostluk baglarinin kuruldugu stratejik
alanlardir. Tirkiye, Orta Dogu'dan Orta Asya'ya,
Afrika’dan Balkanlar'a uzanan genis bir cografyadan
binlerce 6grenciye ev sahipligi yaparken, her mezununu
tlkesi ile Tiirkiye arasinda kalici kopriiler kurabilecek birer
kultarel elgiye dontstirmektedir. Bu durum, yalnizca
akademik kapasitenin degil, ayn1 zamanda kiiresel bariga
katk: sunma iradesinin de gugli bir ifadesidir. Egitimde
atilan her adim, Tirkiye’nin uluslararasi vizyonunu
pekistirirken, ayni1 zamanda igeride toplumsal kalkinmay:
da desteklemektedir.

Ancak egitim yalnizca sinif duvarlariyla sinirli degildir;
ozellikle Istanbul gibi kiiresel bir metropolde, okullarin
acilmasiyla birlikte artan trafik ve ulasim yogunlugu,
modern sehir yOnetiminin en kritik sinavlarindan
birini olugturur. Ulasim planlamasi, yalnizca giinlik
hayatin kolaylagtirilmas: degil, ayn1 zamanda gehirlerin
sirdirilebilirlik, rekabet giici ve yasam kalitesi
alanlarinda gliclenmesi i¢in stratejik bir aractir. Yerel
yonetimlerin, merkezi idarenin ve bireylerin birlikte
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'The 21st century is a period in which not
only political balances but also economic,
cultural, and legal structures are being
redefined, and the global systemisundergoing
a profound transformation. In this new era,
where centers of power are shifting eastward,
states and societies are no longer asserting
their presence with — one-dimensional
policies, but rather with multi-layered
strategies ranging from education to urban
governance, from legal reforms to networks
of diplomatic relations. Tiirkiye, at the heart
of this transformation, is strengthening its
position as a rising actor both regionally
and globally, with its young population, geographical location,
cultural richness, and growing international influence capacity.

One of the most important cornerstones of this rise is,
without doubt, education. Today, universities are no
longer merely institutions that transmit knowledge; they
are the strongest instruments of cultural diplomacy and
strategic arenas where bonds of friendship between nations
are established. While Tiirkiye hosts thousands of students
from a wide geography stretching from the Middle East to
Central Asia, and from Africa to the Balkans, it transforms
each graduate into a cultural ambassador capable of
building lasting bridges between their homeland and
Thirkiye. This reflects not only academic capacity but also a
strong will to contribute to global peace. Every step taken
in education both reinforces Tiirkiye’s international vision
and supports social development within the country.

However, education is not limited to classroom walls;
particularly in a global metropolis like Istanbul, the
increase in traffic and transportation density with the
opening of schools constitutes one of the most critical
tests of modern urban governance. Transportation
planning is not only about facilitating daily life but also
serves as a strategic tool for strengthening cities in terms
of sustainability, competitiveness, and quality of life. The
joint efforts of local administrations, central government,
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hareket etmesi, ulagimin kentsel yasamin yikini
hafifletmekten 6te, modern sehir vizyonunun ayrilmaz
bir pargasi haline gelmesini saglar. Boylece, egitimdeki
ilerleme ile sehir yonetimindeki iyilesme, birbirini
tamamlayan unsurlar olarak, hem toplumsal hem de
ekonomik yagsami besler.

Bu biittinsel kalkinma yaklagimi, dis politikada da kendini
gostermektedir. Tirkiye, yalnizca yakin cografyasinda
degil, Asya-Pasifik’'ten Afrika’ya kadar uzanan genis
bir diplomatik etki alaninda varligini hissettirmektedir.
Endonezya ile derinlesen iligkiler bu perspektifin somut
bir yansimasidir. Iki tilke, Islam diinyasinin 6nde gelen
aktorleri ve kiiresel giineyin yikselen giicleri olarak,
egitimden kiltire, ticaretten cevre diplomasisine kadar
uzanan ¢ok yonli is birlikleri gelistirmekte, bu is birlikleri
de giliglenmesine hizmet etmektedir. Bu diplomatik
agilhimlar, iceride elde edilen toplumsal istikrar ve
kalkinma ile birlestiginde, Ttrkiye’nin diinya sahnesindeki
konumunu daha da saglamlagtirmaktadur.

I istikrarin  ve toplumsal huzurun siirdiriilebilir
kalkinmadaki kritik roli ise, hukuki reformlarla daha da
belirgin hale gelmektedir. Toplumu derinden sarsan
olaylar;cocuk  suglulara yonelik yasal diizenlemelerin
caydiriciligini ve etkinligini yeniden sorgulatan bir toplumsal
farkindalik yaratmustir. Cocuk Ceza Infaz Yasasrnda
yapilmast planlanan degisiklikler, yalnizca cezalarin yeniden
dizenlenmesi anlamina gelmemekte; ayn1 zamanda adalet,
1slah ve toplumsal giivenlik dengelerinin uluslararas: hukuk
normlariyla uyumlu bi¢cimde yeniden ingast i¢in 6nemli bir
firsat sunmaktadir. Bu reformlar, Tiirkiye'nin hem i¢ hukuk
sisteminde hem de uluslararas: alanda adalet, insan haklar
ve guivenlik dengesini esas alan bir model ortaya koymasina
imkan taniyacaktur.

Tim bu alanlar; egitim, sehir yonetimi, diplomasi ve
hukuki reformlar, ayr1 ayr ele alindiginda farkli gindem
maddeleri gibi gorinse de, gercekte hepsi ayni stratejik
vizyonun  pargalaridir.  Bir tlkede niversitelerin
uluslararas: 6grencilere agilmasi, sehirlerin stirdirilebilir
ulasim ¢oziimleriyle gliclenmesi, diplomatik iligkilerin ¢ok
tarafli kazanimlar yaratmasi ve adalet sisteminin toplumun
vicdaniyla uyumlu reformlar tiretmesi, ayn1 biitiniin farkl
boyutlarini olusturur.

Tirkiye'nin buglinkii y6nelimi, bu alanlar arasinda
kesintisiz bir bag kurarak, hem iceride gii¢li hem de
digarida  itibarli  bir gelecek inga etme iradesini
yansitmaktadir. WALD olarak biz de bu sayimizda, bu
biitiinsel vizyonun farkli yansimalarini bir araya getirerek,
daha adil, gtivenli ve kapsayici bir diinyanin ancak ortak
sorumluluk, is birligi ve kararhilikla mimkin olacag:
mesajini bir kez daha vurguluyoruz.

www.wald.org.tr

and individuals ensure that transportation becomes not
merely a means of easing the burden of urban life but
also an integral part of the modern city vision. In this
way, progress in education and improvements in urban
governance complement each other, nourishing both
social and economic life.

'This holistic development approach is also reflected in foreign
policy. Tiirkiye is making its presence felt not only in its
immediate region but also across a wide diplomatic sphere
stretching from the Asia-Pacific to Africa. The deepening
relations with Indonesia are a concrete reflection of this
perspective. As leading actors in the Islamic world and rising
powers of the Global South, the two countries are developing
multifaceted collaborations ranging from education to
culture, from trade to environmental diplomacy. These
partnerships serve not only to strengthen bilateral relations
but also to reinforce the architecture of global peace. When
combined with the domestic achievements of social stability
and development, these diplomatic engagements further
consolidate Tiirkiye’s position on the world stage.

'The critical role of domestic stability and social peace in
sustainable development becomes even more evident
through legal reforms. Events that have deeply shaken
society have created a new social awareness questioning
the deterrence and effectiveness of legal regulations
concerning juvenile offenders. The planned amendments
to the Juvenile Penal Enforcement Law do not merely
signify a reorganization of penalties; they also present an
important opportunity to rebuild the balance of justice,
rehabilitation, and public security in harmony with
international legal norms. These reforms will enable
Thrkiye to establish a model that prioritizes justice, human
rights, and the balance of security both within its domestic
legal system and in the international arena.

All these areas education, urban governance, diplomacy, and
legal reforms may seem like separate agenda items when
considered individually, but in reality, they are all parts of
the same strategic vision. The opening of universities to
international students, the strengthening of cities through
sustainable transportation solutions, the creation of multilateral
benefits through diplomatic relations, and the justice system
producing reforms aligned with the conscience of society each
represent different dimensions of the same whole.

Tirkiye’s current orientation reflects the will to build a
future that is strong domestically and reputable
internationally by establishing an uninterrupted
connection between these fields. At WALD, in this issue,
we bring together the different reflections of this holistic
vision, once again emphasizing the message that a more
just, secure, and inclusive world is only possible through
shared responsibility, cooperation, and determination.
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ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP EXTENDING FROM TURKIYE TO THE WORLD

TURKIYE’'DEN DUNYAYA ACILAN AKADEMIK LIDERLIK
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TURKIYE’DEN
DUNYAYA ACILAN
AKADEMIK LIDERLIK:
SURDURULEBILIR
KALKINMADAN GENG
LIDERLERE

Prof. Dr. Yusuf ADIGUZEL
Anadolu Universitesi Rektori

Kiiresel olekte doniisen yiiksekogretim diinyasinda, Anadolu
Universitesi yalmizca ﬂir,éiye’nin degil, aym  zamanda
uluslararast akademinin de oncii kurumlar: arasimda yer
alwor. Dijital egitimden siirdiiriilebilir kalkinmaya, bilimsel
tiretimden  kiiltiivel diplomasiye uzanan genis bir vizyonla
hareket eden Universite, gelecegin yol haritasini sekillendiren
gighi bir aktor konumunda.

Bu vizyonun mimari, Anadolu Universitesi Rektorii Prof.
Dr. Yusuf ADIGUZEL, akademik tecritbesi ve stratejik
yaklasimiyla yalmizca bugiinii degil, gelecegin yiiksekogretim

anlaywsin da inga ediyor. Kendisiyle gerceklestivdigimiz bu
azel soyleside, kiiresel lgekte iiniversitelerin rolini, Anadolu
Universitesinin stratejik hedeflerini ve genglere sundugu yeni
ufuklar: ele alyoruz.

ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP

_ EXTENDING FROM
TURKIYE TO THE WORLD:
FROM SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT TO YOUNG
LEADERS

Prof. Dr. Yusuf ADIGUZEL
Rector of Anadolu University

In the globally transforming world of higher education,
Anadolu University stands not only among Tiirkiyes but
also among the international academia’s leading institutions.
With a broad wvision ranging from digital education fo
sustainable development, from scientific production fto
cultural diplomacy, the University holds a strong position as

a key actor shaping the roadmap of the future.

The architect of this vision, Rector of Anadolu University
Prof: Dr. Yusuf ADIGUZEL, with his academic experience
and strategic approach, is building not only the present but
also the future understanding of higher education. In this
exclusive interview with him, we discuss the global role of
universities, the strategic goals ofAnadolu University, and

the new opportunities it offers to young people.

Anadolu Universitesi'nin uluslararasilasma vizyonunu nasil
tamimlarsiniz? Bu vizyonun temel 6ncelikleri ve hedefleri
nelerdir?

Anadolu Universitesi olarak uluslararasilasma vizyonumuzu,
yakin bolgemizden ve kardes cografyalardan baslayarak nitelikli
yiksekogretim hizmetlerimizi tim diinyaya ulagtirmak olarak
tamimliyoruz. Yasam boyu o6grenme ilkesi dogrultusunda
sekillenen bu vizyon, sadece Ogrenci hareketliligini degil,
akademik is birliklerini, ortak aragtirma projelerini, kultirel
etkilegimi ve bilgi paylasimini da kapsiyor.

Temelonceliklerimizarasinda; farklicografyalardanogrenciler
icin djjitallesme ve yapay zekd entegrasyonunu egitim
sireclerine déhil ettgimiz erisilebilir ve kaliteli programlar
sunmak, Erasmus+ ve diger degisim programlariyla akademik
hareketliligi artirmak, c¢ift diploma ve ortak program
anlagmalariyla kiiresel akademik is birliklerini giiclendirmek,
actk ve uzaktan Ogretimdeki 40 yili agkin tecriibemizi
kullanarak sinirlarin 6tesinde egitim imkéin: saglamak ve
Turk Dili ve Kultirt Programimiz aracilifiyla Turk dili ile
kilturind uluslararas: 6lgekte tanitmak yer aliyor.

Hedefimiz; Anadolu Universitesini, farkli kitalardan gelen
ogrencilerin  bulustugu, kiltirel c¢esitliligin ve akademik
mikemmeliyetin birlestigi bir dinya tniversitesi konumuna
tagimaktir. Bugiin 4 kitada 50’den fazla ilkede faaliyet gosteren
bir egitim agina sahibiz ve her gecen yil yeni is birlikleri ile bu
ag1 daha da genigletiyoruz.

Anadolu Universitesi'nde yabanci uyruklu égrenci sayis1 yillar
icinde nasil bir gelisim gosterdi? Hangi iilkelerden 6grenciler
daha fazla ilgi gosteriyor?

1985 yilinda yalnizca 4 uluslararast mezun veren Universitemiz,
2024 yilina gelindiginde bu sayiyr 2.877ye yiikseltmigtir. Bu
yillar arasinda agik ve 6rgiin egitim sistemlerimizden toplamda
56 bine yakin uluslararast 6grenci mezun olmustur. Bugiin

itibarryla ise 103 farkli tlkeden yaklagik 18 bin uluslararas:
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How would you define Anadolu University’s vision for
internationalization? What are the main priorities and
objectives of this vision?

As Anadolu University, we define our vision for
internationalization as delivering our high-quality higher
education services to the entire world, starting from our nearby
regions and sister geographies. Shaped in line with the principle
of lifelong learning, this vision encompasses not only student
mobility but also academic collaborations, joint research
projects, cultural interaction, and knowledge sharing.

Our primary priorities include offering accessible and high-quality
programs that integrate digitalization and artificial intelligence into
educational processes for students from diverse regions; increasing
academic mobility through FErasmus+ and other exchange
programs; strengthening global academic collaborations via dual
degree and joint program agreements; leveraging our over 40 years
of experience in open and distance education to provide learning
opportunities beyond borders; and promoting the Turkish language
and culture internationally through our Turkish Language and
Culture Program.

Our goal is to transform Anadolu University into a global
institution where students from different continents converge,
embodying a fusion of cultural diversity and academic excellence.
Today, we have an educational network operating in more than
50 countries across 4 continents, and with each passing year, we
turther expand this network through new collaborations.

How has the number of international students at Anadolu
University evolved over the years? From which countries do
students show greater interest?

In 1985, our University had only 4 international graduates,
whereas by 2024 this number had risen to 2,877. Between these
years, nearly 56,000 international students have graduated
from our open and formal education systems combined. As
of today, approximately 18,000 international students from
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6grencimiz 6grenim hayatina devam etmektedir. Orgﬁn egitim
sistemimizde en fazla 6grencimiz Azerbaycan’dan (251 6grenci)
ve Kazakistan’dan (159 ogrenci) gelmektedir. Bu veriler,
Universitemizin uluslararasi egitimdeki kapsayici yaklagiminin
ve strdurilebilir biiylime stratejisinin bir sonucu olarak diinya
genelinde genis ve glicli bir mezun ag1 olusturdugunu ortaya

koymaktadir.

Uluslararas1  6grencilerin - uyum  siiregleri, akademik
performanslar1 ve sosyal hayata entegrasyonu hakkinda ne

gibi gozlemleriniz var?

Anadolu Universitesi olarak uluslararasi égrencilerimizin
akademik, sosyal ve kiltirel acidan glgli bir uyum
sireci yagamalarini 6nemsiyoruz. Orgﬁn ve acgik Ggretim
kapsaminda Turkiye'nin en fazla uluslararas: 6grenciye sahip
Universitesi konumundayiz. Bu genis 6grenci cesitliligi,
kampuslerimizde ¢ok kiltirld bir 6grenme atmosferinin
olusmasina, 6grencilerimizin birbirlerinden 6grenmesine ve
akademik oldugu kadar sosyal anlamda da zengin bir deneyim
yagamalarina imkan taniyor. Gozlemlerimiz, uyumun en hizlh
ve verimli sekilde saglandig1 ortamlarin, ¢ok kiltiirli etkilesimi
ve kapsayict 6grenme atmosferini  destekleyen iniversite
iklimleri oldugunu gésteriyor.

Akademik performanslarini  desteklemek amaciyla Turkee
ve Ingilizce hazirlik programlari, danigmanlik hizmetleri,
actk ve uzaktan G6gretimden yararlanabilecekleri dijital ders
materyalleri, yapay zekd destekli 6grenme araglari ve bireysel
rehberlik imkanlar1 sunuyoruz. Sosyal hayata entegrasyonlarini
kolaylastirmak i¢in 6grenci kuliplerinde aktif gorev almalarini
tegvik ediyor, kiiltiirel etkinlikler, spor faaliyetleri, gonullilik
projeleri, her yil dizenledigimiz Uluslararas: Kiltir Giini
ve TOMER ile Giizel Sanatlar Fakiiltesinin birlikte hayata
gecirdigi  Ogrenci  Panayiri  gibi organizasyonlarla  farkl:
tlkelerden o6grencilerimizin kendi kiiltirlerini tanitmalarina,
sanatsal Uretimlerini sergilemelerine ve sehirle gigcli baglar
kurmalarina imkén taniyoruz.
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103 different countries continue their education with us. In
our formal education system, most of our students come from
Azerbaijan (251 students) and Kazakhstan (159 students).
These figures demonstrate that, as a result of our University’s
inclusive approach to international education and sustainable
growth strategy, a broad and strong alumni network has been
established worldwide.

What are your observations regarding the adaptation
processes, academic performance, and social integration of
international students?

As Anadolu University, we attach great importance to ensuring
that our international students experience a strong adaptation
process academically, socially, and culturally. We are the
university with the highest number of international students in
Turkey, across both formal and open education programs. This
wide student diversity enables the creation of a multicultural
learning atmosphere on our campuses, allowing our students to
learn from one another and to gain a rich experience not only
academically but also socially. Our observations show that the
environments where adaptation is achieved most quickly and
effectively are those with a university climate that supports
multicultural interaction and an inclusive learning atmosphere.

To support their academic performance, we offer Turkish and
English preparatory programs, advisory services, digital course
materials available through open and distance education,
Al-supported learning tools, and individual guidance
opportunities. To facilitate their integration into social life,
we encourage them to take active roles in student clubs and
provide opportunities through cultural events, sports activities,
volunteer projects, our annually organized International
Culture Day, as well as the Student Fair jointly organized by
TOMER and the Faculty of Fine Arts. These activities allow
our students from different countries to introduce their own
cultures, showcase their artistic productions, and establish
strong ties with the city.

www.wald.org.tr
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ESKISEHIR TEKNIK UNIVERSITESI
ESKISEHIR. TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY

Bu noktada, Eskigehir Osmangazi Universitesi ve Eskisehir
Teknik Universitesi ile birlikte olusturdugumuz “Study in
Eskisehir” girisimi ile 6grenci dostu sehir unvanim yillardir
hicbir niversiteye kaptirmayan Eskisehirimizi uluslararasi
ogrenci dostu bir merkez haline getirmek i¢in ¢alistyoruz.
Eskigehirin giivenli, ulagim kolaylig: saglayan ve kiiltiirel agidan
zengin yapist, Ogrencilerimizin hem akademik bagarilarin
hem de sosyal uyumlarini destekleyen en 6nemli avantajlardan
biri. Tim bu unsurlar sayesinde, uluslararas: ogrencilerimizin
Universitemizde kendilerini akademik ve sosyal olarak giiclii bir
sekilde var ettiklerini memnuniyetle gézlemliyoruz.

5

Anadolu Universitesi'nin Tiirk dili, edebiyaty, kiiltiirii, tarih
gibi béliimlerinin yabanci ogrenciler agisindan cazibesini

artirmak icin ozel stratejileri var ms?

Anadolu Universitesi olarak Tirk dili, edebiyati, kultiri ve
tarih gibi alanlarda yabanci 6grenciler agisindan cazibeyi
artirmayt1, uluslararasilagma vizyonumuzun 6nemli bir parcas:
olarak goriiyoruz. Oncelikle Agcikogretim — Fakiiltemizin
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At this point, through the “Study in Eskigehir” initiative that
we established together with Eskisehir Osmangazi University
and Eskigehir Technical University, we are working to make our
city of Eskigehir which has held the title of student-friendly city
for many years without rival an international student-friendly
hub. Eskigehir’s safe environment, ease of transportation, and
cultural richness stand out as key advantages supporting both
the academic success and social adaptation of our students.
Thanks to all these factors, we are pleased to observe that our
international students are able to establish themselves strongly
both academically and socially at our University.

Does Anadolu University have specific strategies to increase
the appeal of its departments such as Turkish language,
literature, culture, and history for international students?

As Anadolu University, we view enhancing the appeal of fields
such as Turkish language, literature, culture, and history for
international students as a crucial component of our vision for
internationalization. First and foremost, through the flexible and
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sundugu esnek ve erisilebilir programlarla dinyanin dért bir
yanindaki 6grencilerin bu alanlara kolayca ulagmasini sagliyoruz.
TOMER aracihigiyla yabanci 6grencilere Tiirkge gretimi ve dil
yeterlik belgeleri sunarken, ogrencilerimizin Turk kultirini
yakindan tanimalari icin ¢esitli akademik ve kiltiirel etkinlikler
duzenliyoruz. Tirk dili, edebiyat, kiiltiri ve tarih gibi alanlarda
film giinlerinden atélye calismalarina, kiltir gezilerinden
seminerlere kadar uzanan genis bir etkinlik yelpazesi ile bu
ilgiyi artirmaya c¢alistyoruz. Boylece 6grencilerimiz, yalnizca
ders ortaminda degil, bizzat deneyimleyerek ve yasayarak Turk
kultiriini 6greniyor; edebiyatin inceliklerinden tarihi mirasa,
geleneksel sanatlarimizdan ¢agdas kiltiirel tretimlere kadar pek
¢ok unsuru yerinde kegfetme firsati buluyor.

Yine ozellikle uluslararasi o6grencilerin tercih dénemlerinde,
diinyanin en 6nemli fuar ve tanitim etkinliklerine katiliyor, Tiirk
dili, kiltiri ve tarihi gibi alanlarda yetismis mezunlarimizla
baglarimizi strekli glicli tutuyor, bu alanlara ilgi duyan
6grencilerimize deneyim ve bilgi aktarimi yapabilecekleri
mentorlik imkanlari sunuyoruz. Ayrica Tiyatro Anadolu ve
Halkbilim Merkezimiz ile sahne oyunlarimizi, halk danslar:
gosterilerimizi ve ¢esitli kultirel etkinliklerimizi turneler
araciligiyla yurt digina tagiyarak, kiltirimizi uluslararas:
alanda tanitmayi stirdirtyoruz

Tiirkiye’nin A¢ikogretim Sistemi iizerinden sundugu “Tiirk
Dili ve Kiiltiirii” programi, uluslararas1 6grencilere yonelik
nasil tasarlandi? Bu programin en temel amaci nedir?

Anadolu Universitesi Agikogretim Fakiiltesi, uluslararast
olgekte en genis Ogrenci agina sahip, uzaktan ogretim
hizmetleri veren yiiksekégretim kurumlarindan birisidir. 40
yili askin deneyimi ve gii¢li dijital altyapis: ile fakiiltemiz,
cografi sinirlari ortadan kaldirarak dinyanin dort bir
yanindaki 6grencilere nitelikli  yiksekogretim
sunmaktadir. Bu yap: i¢inde yer alan Turk Dili ve Kulttira

imkani

Programi, uluslararasi 6grencilerin Turkgeyi yalnizca bir
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accessible programs offered by our Open Education Faculty, we
ensure that students from all around the world can easily engage
with these fields. Through TOMER, we provide Turkish language
education and proficiency certificates to international students,
while also organizing various academic and cultural activities that
allow them to get to know Turkish culture more closely. In areas
such as Turkish language, literature, culture, and history, we seek
to increase this interest through a wide range of activities from film
days to workshops, cultural excursions to seminars. In this way,
our students not only learn in the classroom but also experience
Turkish culture firsthand; gaining the opportunity to explore many
elements, from the subtleties of literature to historical heritage,
from traditional arts to contemporary cultural productions.

metunigeq

In addition, particularly during international student selection
periods, we participate in the world’s most important fairs and
promotional events, maintain strong ties with our graduates who have
specialized in fields such as Turkish language, culture, and history,
and provide mentorship opportunities through which they can share
their experiences and knowledge with students interested in these
areas. In addition, through the collaboration of Tiyatro Anadolu and
our Folklore Research Center, we continue to promote our culture
internationally by taking our stage plays, folk dance performances,
and various cultural events abroad through tours

How was Tiirkiye’s “Turkish Language and Culture” program,
offered through the Open Education System, designed for
international students? What is the main purpose of this program?
Anadolu University’s Open Education Faculty is one of the
largest distance education structures worldwide, with the
broadest international student network. With over 40 years
of experience and a strong digital infrastructure, our faculty
eliminates geographical barriers and provides qualified higher
education opportunities to students all around the world. Within
this framework, the Turkish Language and Culture Program has
been designed to enable international students to learn Turkish
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iletisim aract olarak degil, kiiltiirel ve tarihsel baglami icinde
6grenmelerini saglayacak sekilde tasarlanmigtir. Program,
dili okuma, yazma, dinleme ve konusma olmak tizere dort
temel beceri alaninda gelistirmeyi hedeflerken; edebiyat,
sanat, tarih, cografya, gelenek ve gorenekler gibi unsurlar:
da igeren zengin igeriklerle 6grencilerin kendi bulunduklar:
tlkeden Turk kultirint bitinlikli bi¢cimde tanimalarina

imkan tanir.

Programin hazirlik yili, Turkeeye yeterli dizeyde héakim
olmayan &grencilere 6zel olarak tasarlanmistir. Sonrasinda
6grencilere, dil 6gretimi ile birlikte edebiyat, tarih ve kiltiir
alanlarindan dersleri iceren kapsamli bir miifredat sunulacaktir.
Bu yoniiyle program, yalnizca bireysel gelisime degil; ayn
zamanda Turkiye'nin kiltirel diplomasisine de katk: sunacak
niteliktedir.

Program: Dbasariyla tamamlayan ogrenciler, Tirkce dil
yeterliliklerini gelistirdikten sonra hem Anadolu Universitesi'nin
yurt disinda sundugu diger programlara hem de Turkiye’deki
ylksekogretim kurumlarina daha etkin sekilde katilabilecektir.
Ayrica Onlisans programini tamamladiktan sonra bir lisans
programina devam edebilme imkédnina da sahiptirler. Bu
program, yakin bolgemizden ve kardes cografyalardan
baglayarak nitelikli yliksekégretim hizmetlerimizi tiim diinyaya
ulagtirma vizyonumuzun somut bir yansimast olarak Turk dili
ve kiltirinin uluslararas: diizeyde tanitilmasinda stratejik bir
rol Ustlenecektir.

www.wald.org.tr

1

not merely as a means of communication, but within its cultural
and historical context. While aiming to develop the language
across four core skills reading, writing, listening, and speaking
the program also incorporates rich content covering elements
such as literature, art, history, geography, traditions, and
customs. In this way, students are able to gain a comprehensive
understanding of Turkish culture from their own countries.

'The preparatory year of the program is specifically designed
for students who do not yet have a sufficient command of the
Turkish language. Subsequently, students will be offered a
comprehensive curriculum that combines language instruction
with courses in literature, history, and culture. In this respect,
the program contributes not only to individual development but
also to Thrkiye’s cultural diplomacy.

Students who successfully complete the program, after improving
their Turkish language proficiency, will be able to participate
more effectively both in other programs offered abroad by
Anadolu University and in higher education institutions in
Tirkiye. In addition, after completing the associate degree
program, they will also have the opportunity to continue on to
a bachelor’s degree program. Through this approach, students
will gain a more profound learning experience in social terms
as well, by developing an understanding of the cultural context
behind the language they are acquiring.
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Bu 2 yillik program kapsaminda 6grencilere hangi dersler
veriliyor? Tiirk dilinin yani sira kiiltiirel miras konularina da
deginiliyor mu?

Turk Dili ve Kilturi Programi, 6grencilerin Tirkgeyi dort
temel beceri alaninda (okuma, yazma, dinleme, konugma)
gelistirmelerini hedefleyen yogun bir dil egitimi ile bagliyor.
Hazirlik yili sonunda dil seviyesini yeterli diizeye getiren
ogrenciler, ikinci yildan itibaren hem dil bilgilerini pekigtiren
hem de Turkiye'nin kiltirel ve tarihi mirasini tanitan dersler
aliyor. Mifredatta Tirkge dil becerilerini geligtirecek temel
derslerinin yani sira Tirk edebiyati, kiltird, tarihi, sanaty,
gibi kiltirel icerikli dersler yer alacak boylece ogrencilerin
yalnizca dil becerilerini gelistirmekle kalmayip ayni zamanda
Tirk kiltiring, sanatini, edebiyatini ve toplumsal yagamini
biitinlikld bir bigcimde tanimalarina imkén saglamig olacagiz.
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Within this 2-year program, which courses are offered to
students? In addition to the Turkish language, are topics on
cultural heritage also covered?

'The Turkish Language and Culture Program begins with intensive
language training aimed at developing students’ Turkish proficiency
across the four core skills (reading, writing, listening, and speaking).
At the end of the preparatory year, students who have brought their
language level to the required standard, starting from the second
year, take courses that both reinforce their language knowledge and
introduce Ttrkiye’s cultural and historical heritage. In addition to
core courses that enhance Turkish language skills, the curriculum
includes culturally oriented courses such as Turkish literature,
culture, history, and art. In this way, students not only improve their
language abilities but also gain a comprehensive understanding of
Turkish culture, art, literature, and social life.
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Bu programin en onemli farki, dil ogretimi ile kiltirin
tamitimint es zamanh yiritmesi. Bu sayede Ogrenciler,
ogrendikleri dilin arkasindaki kiltiirel baglami kavrayarak
sosyal anlamda da daha derinlikli bir 6grenme deneyimi
yasayacaklar.

Hedef kitlenizde hangi iilkeler veya bélgeler 6ne ¢ikiyor?
Kuzey Afrika, Orta Asya gibi cografyalardan 6grenci cekme
stratejileriniz nelerdir?

Turk Dili ve Kulturi Programirnin hedef kitlesi oldukea
genis bir cografyayr kapsiyor. Son yillarda tlkemizin kiltiirel
ve sosyal iligkileri gelistirme konusunda yaptigi biyik
atilimlar; sanattan kiltiire, sosyal alanlardan spora, diplomatik
temaslardan ekonomik is birliklerine kadar uzanan genis bir
yelpazede uluslararas: alanda 6nemli bir etki yaratti. Buna ek
olarak, Tirk dizilerinin diinya ¢apinda kazandig1 genis izleyici
kitlesi, Turkce o6grenme ve Tirkiye'yi yakindan tanima istegini
daha da gii¢lendirdi. Bu ilgiyi akademik bir 6grenme stirecine
donistirmek amaciyla hedef bolgelerimizi dncelikle dost ve
kardes tlkeler digindaki, Ttrkge bilmeyen veya sinirli diizeyde
bilen 6grenci kitlesinin bulundugu cografyalar olusturuyor.
Balkanlar (Bosna-Hersek, Kosova, Kuzey Makedonya,
Arnavutluk), Giineydogu Asya (Endonezya, Malezya), Arap
cografyast (Suudi Arabistan, Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri, Katar,
Misir, Tunus, Fas) ve Kuzey Afrika bu kapsamda one ¢ikan
bolgeler arasinda yer aliyor. Ayrica Avrupa’da ciddi bir Tirk
diasporast bulunuyor ve bu topluluk icinde ozellikle tgiinci
ve dordiinct kusak gengler ile Turk kiltirtine ilgi duyan
yabancilarda Tirkce ogrenme talebi giderek artiyor. Programin
uzaktan egitim imkan sayesinde, Avrupa’daki bu 6grenci kitlesi
kendi bulunduklar: yerden egitim alabiliyor ve kiiltiirel dersleri
takip edebiliyor. Boylece hem tlkemizin kiltiirel diplomasi,
sosyal i birligi ve uluslararas: iligkiler alanindaki ¢aligmalarin
hem de Tirk dizilerinin yarattif1 etkiyi gelistirmeyi ve
akademik programlarla giiclendirmeyi hedefliyoruz.
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'The most important distinction of this program is that it carries
out language instruction and cultural introduction simultaneously.
This enables students to develop a deeper and more socially
enriched learning experience by comprehending the cultural
framework embedded within the language they are acquiring.

Which countries or regions stand out in your target audience?
What are your strategies for attracting students from
geographies such as North Africa and Central Asia?

The target audience of the Turkish Language and Culture
Program covers a wide geography. In recent years, our country’s
major initiatives in strengthening cultural and social relations—
ranging from arts to culture, from social fields to sports, from
diplomatic engagements to economic cooperation—have
created a significant impact internationally. In addition, the
global popularity of Turkish TV series has further reinforced
the desire to learn Turkish and to become more familiar with
Tirkiye. To transform this interest into an academic learning
process, our primary target regions include geographies outside
our friendly and sister countries where student groups either do
not speak Turkish or speak it only at a limited level. The Balkans
(Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, North Macedonia, Albania),
Southeast Asia (Indonesia, Malaysia), the Arab world (Saudi
Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco),
and North Africa stand out among these regions. Moreover,
there is a significant Turkish diaspora in Europe, and within this
community, especially among third and fourth-generation youth
as well as foreigners interested in Turkish culture, the demand
for learning Turkish is steadily increasing. Thanks to the distance
education opportunities of the program, this student population
in Europe can pursue education and follow cultural courses from
where they live. In this way, we aim to enhance both our country's
efforts in cultural diplomacy, social cooperation, and international
relations, and the impact generated by Turkish TV series, while
reinforcing these initiatives through academic programs.
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Bu dogrultuda hedef bolgelerde dogrudan tanitim ve is
birligi faaliyetleri yirtitmek stratejilerimiz arasinda oncelikli
yer tutuyor. Bu kapsamda uluslararasi egitim fuarlarina ve
kultir etkinliklerine katilarak programin tamitiminmi yapiyor,
yurt digindaki buytikelgilikler, konsolosluklar, Yunus Emre
Enstitiileri ve Maarif Vakfi okullari ile is birlikleri gelistiriyoruz.
Cevrim i¢i tanitim toplantilari, web seminerleri ve sosyal medya
kampanyalariyla genis kitlelere ulagmak icin ¢aligtyoruz. Ayrica
hedef tlkelerdeki Universitelerle gelistirilecek ortak projeler ile
kalic1 egitim baglar kuruyor, kiltirel diplomasi kapsaminda
sanat, edebiyat, halk kiltiirii ve spor alanlarinda ortak etkinlikler
diizenliyoruz. Programin uzaktan egitim avantajini One
cikararak ogrencilerin kendi tlkelerinden ayrilmadan egitim
alabileceklerini vurguluyoruz.

In this regard, carrying out direct promotional and collaboration
activities in target regions holds a primary place among our
strategies. Within this framework, we promote the program by
participating in international education fairs and cultural events,
and we develop collaborations with embassies, consulates, Yunus
Emre Institutes, and Maarif Foundation schools abroad. We
also work to reach wider audiences through online promotional
meetings, webinars, and social media campaigns. In addition,
we establish lasting educational ties through joint projects with
universities in target countries and organize collaborative events
in the fields of art, literature, folk culture, and sports within the
scope of cultural diplomacy. By highlighting the advantage of
distance education, we emphasize that students can pursue their
studies without leaving their own countries.

q') ANADOLU UNIVERSITES] )
L ACIKOGRETIM sisTeMI ,
% ol >

Uluslararas1 6grencilerin programa adaptasyon siirecinde
kargilagtiklan en biiyiik zorluklar neler? A¢ikogretim avantaji
zorluklar azaltryor mu?

Uluslararas1  6grencilerin - programa adaptasyon stirecinde
kargilagtiklar1 en biyiik zorluklarin baginda, dil seviyesinin
yeterli olmamasi, farkli egitim sistemlerinden gelmeleri ve dogal
olarak yeni bir kiltire adepte olmakta yasanan giglikler yer
aliyor. Orgiin egitimde 6grencilerin belirli bir yerde bulunma
zorunlulugu, derslere fiziksel olarak katilma gerekliligi ve
barinma, ulasim gibi ek yasam masraflari bulunuyor. Buna
karsin Agikogretim Fakiiltesi, ogrencilere kendi tlkelerinden
ayrilmadan, mekin ve zaman sinirlamasi olmaksizin ders
materyallerine erigebilme imkéni sagliyor. Bu alanda 40 yil
agkin bir tecriibeye sahibiz. Zengin 8grenme malzemelerimiz,
etkilesimli dijital igeriklerimiz ve ihtiya¢ duyduklari konularda
cevrim i¢ci kanallar aracihifiyla akademik destek alma
imkanlarimiz sayesinde 6grenciler, 6grenme siireclerini kendi
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What are the biggest challenges international students face in
the adaptation process to the program? Does the advantage of
open education help reduce these challenges?

One of the biggest challenges international students face in
adapting to the program is insufficient language proficiency,
differences in educational backgrounds, and naturally, the
difficulties of adjusting to a new culture. In formal education,
students are required to be physically present in a certain
location, attend classes in person, and cover additional living
expenses such as housing and transportation. In contrast,
the Open Education Faculty provides students with the
opportunity to access course materials without leaving their
own countries, free from time and place restrictions. We
have more than 40 years of experience in this field. With
our rich learning resources, interactive digital content, and
opportunities to receive academic support through online
channels when needed, students can continue their learning
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hizlarinda ve yagam kosullarina uygun bic¢imde stirdirebiliyor.
Bu esnek yap1, adaptasyon siirecini 6nemli 6l¢tide kolaylagtirtyor.
Ozellikle yetiskin 6grenenler, ¢alisma hayati devam edenler,
ailevi sorumluluklar1 bulunan égrenciler i¢in bu yapi, egitimlerini
yarida birakmadan stirdirebilmeleri acisindan 6nemli bir¢ok
avantaj sagliyor.

T

Programa yénelik yurtdisi iiniversiteler veya kurumlarla
(Yunus Emre Enstitiisii, TDK, UNESCO vb.) ortak
caligmalar veya protokoller mevcut mu? Son dénemde béyle
bir girisim oldu mu?

Turk Dili ve Kiltirti Program: kapsaminda, yurt digindaki
Yunus Emre Enstitiileri ve Thrkiye Maarif Vakfi gibi yillardir
etkin gekilde faaliyet gosteren gigli kurumlarimizla is
birlikleri yuriitiiyoruz. Bunun yan: sira, farkli ilkelerde faaliyet
gosteren kiltiir derneklerimiz, sivil toplum kuruluglarimiz ve
diasporamizin yerel temsilcilikleri de programin tanitimi ve
uygulanmasinda 6nemli rol iistleniyor. Anadolu Universitesi
olarak biz de 50 dilkede faaliyet gosteriyor ve yillardir
edindigimiz onemli uluslararas: deneyimlerden yararlaniyoruz.
Bu genis kiresel ag, hem programimizin daha fazla 6grenciye
ulasmasini hem de 6grencilerin dil 6grenme siireglerini kiltirel
etkinliklerle desteklememizi sagliyor. Ortaklaga diizenlenen
kultur ginleri, akademik seminerler, edebiyat bulugmalari, sanat
etkinlikleri ve halk danslari gosterileri ile 6grencilerin Tirk
kiltirtind bitin yonleriyle tanima imkénlarini artirtyor. Ayrica
Turk Dil Kurumu (TDK) ile Turkge 6gretimi standartlarinin
glgclendirilmesine y6nelik ¢aligmalarimiz meveut ve UNESCO
ile kiiltiirel mirasin tanitimi ve korunmasina yonelik ortak proje
gelistirme noktasinda da ¢alismalarimiz var. Bu is birlikleri,
hem programin akademik kalitesini hem de Turkiye'nin
kaltirel diplomasi giiciini uluslararasi arenada daha goriinir
hale getiriyor.
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processes at their own pace and in line with their living
conditions. This flexible structure significantly facilitates the
adaptation process. In particular, for adult learners, working
professionals, and students with family responsibilities, it offers
many advantages that allow them to continue their education
without interruption.

Are there any joint initiatives or protocols with foreign
universities or institutions (such as the Yunus Emre Institute,
TDK, UNESCO, etc.) regarding the program? Has there
been such an initiative recently?

Within the scope of the Turkish Language and Culture Program,
we carry out collaborations with strong institutions such as the
Yunus Emre Institutes and the Ttrkiye Maarif Foundation, which
have been actively operating abroad for many years. In addition,
our cultural associations, NGOs, and diaspora representatives in
different countries also play an important role in the promotion
and implementation of the program. As Anadolu University,
we operate in 50 countries and benefit from the significant
international experience we have accumulated over the years.
This extensive global network enables our program to reach
more students and allows us to support their language-learning
processes with cultural activities. Jointly organized culture days,
academic seminars, literature gatherings, art events, and folk
dance performances increase opportunities for students to get
to know Turkish culture in all its dimensions. Additionally, we
have ongoing initiatives with the Turkish Language Association
(TDK) aimed at strengthening the standards of Turkish language
instruction, and we are also collaborating with UNESCO on joint
projects focused on the promotion and preservation of cultural
heritage. These collaborations enhance both the academic quality
of the program and the visibility of Tirkiye’s cultural diplomacy
power on the international stage.

agustos 2025 - sayl 20



Rektor olarak uluslararasilagma siirecine katkida bulunmak
adina 6zellikle 6ncelik verdiginiz farkli bir proje veya girisim
var m1?

Ben Universitemizin uluslararasilagma siirecine katk saglayacak
girisimleri, bilimsel {retim, uluslararasi egitim ve kultir
diplomasisi eksenlerinde biitincil bir yaklagimla ele aliyorum.
Bilimsel boyutta, uluslararasi yayinevimizi faaliyete gecirerek
akademisyenlerimizin nitelikli yaymnlarinin kiiresel 6lcekte
gortintrligini artirmayy, ozel ¢agrilh projeler, uluslararas:
proje destek mekanizmalari ve ortak aragtirma aglari araciligiyla
akademik is birliklerini gliclendirmeyi hedefliyoruz. Bu
cercevede, uluslararasi diizeyde etki degeri ylksek bilimsel
¢iktilar tiretmeyi, Universitemizin kiiresel akademik prestijini
pekistiren temel unsurlardan biri olarak gériyorum.

Egitim boyutunda, Study in Eskigehir girigimi araciliiyla
sehrimizi ve Universitemizi uluslararasi 6grenciler agisindan
cazip bir merkez haline getirmeyi siirdiriyoruz. Bunun yam
sira, yurt diginda yasayan mezunlarimizi sirece dahil eden
Mezun Mentorlik Agi ile ogrencilerimizin hem akademik
gelisimlerine hem de mesleki yonelimlerine dogrudan katk:
sagliyoruz. Uluslararas: 6grencilerimizi, geldikleri ilkenin
dogal elgileri olarak goriiyoruz. Ornegin, Bosna-Hersek'ten
gelen bir 6grencinin hem ana dili hem de kiiltirel birikimi
sayesinde, bolgemizde faaliyet gosteren ve o tlke ile ticari
iligkiler kurmak isteyen firmalarla képri roli ustlenmesini
sagliyoruz. Bu ¢ercevede, staj programlari, sektor bulugmalar:
ve ortak projeler araciliiyla, 6grencilerimizin hem kendi
kariyer gelisimlerine hem de iki tlke arasindaki ekonomik
ve kiltirel iligkilerin giiclenmesine katki sunmalarim
hedefliyoruz. Kiltir diplomasisi alaninda ise Guizel Sanatlar

Fakiltemiz, Devlet Konservatuvarimiz, Tiyatro Anadolu
ve Halkbilim Merkezimiz bagta olmak tzere sanat ve kiltiir
tretiminde 6nci birimlerimizle, ulusal ve uluslararas: diizeyde
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As Rector, is there a particular project or initiative that
you especially prioritize in order to contribute to the
internationalization process?

1 approach the initiatives that will contribute to the
internationalization process of our University with a holistic
perspective, centered on scientific production, international
education, and cultural diplomacy. On the scientific front, we
aim to increase the global visibility of our academics’ qualified
publications by launching our international publishing house, and
to strengthen academic collaborations through specially invited
projects, international project support mechanisms, and joint
research networks. In this context, I regard producing high-impact
scientific outputs at the international level as one of the fundamental
elements that reinforce our University’s global academic prestige.

L

In the field of education, through the Study in Eskisehir
initiative, we continue to make our city and our University an
attractive hub for international students. In addition, with the
Alumni Mentorship Network, which involves our graduates
living abroad in the process, we directly contribute to both
the academic development and professional orientation of
our students. We see our international students as natural
ambassadors of their countries. For example, a student coming
from Bosnia and Herzegovina, thanks to both their native
language and cultural background, can play a bridging role with
companies operating in our region that seek to establish trade
relations with that country. Within this framework, through
internship programs, sectoral meetings, and joint projects, we
aim for our students to contribute both to their own career
development and to the strengthening of economic and cultural
relations between the two countries. In the field of cultural
diplomacy, we conduct cultural interaction projects at both
national and international levels through our leading units in
arts and culture production, primarily including our Faculty of

www.wald.org.tr

kiltirel etkilesim projeleri yuritiyoruz. Konserlerden tiyatro
oyunlarina, halk danslari gosterilerinden sergilere uzanan
genis bir yelpazede gerceklestirdigimiz etkinlikleri, turneler
ve is birlikleri aracihigiyla yurt digina tagiyarak kiltirimiziin
kiresel 6lgekte taninirhiing ve etkisini artirtyoruz. Bu yaklagim,
kaltird, toplumlar arasinda karsilikli anlayss, ortak degerler ve
surdirilebilir is birligi ortam: yaratan stratejik bir alan olarak
ele almakta ve hem tilkemizin hem de Universitemizin kiiltirel
diizlemde uluslararas: goriintrligiind ve etki alanini gelistirmeyi
ve genisletmeyi hedeflemektedir.
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Fine Arts, State Conservatory, Tiyatro Anadolu, and Folklore
Research Center. We bring a wide range of events, from
concerts to theater plays, from folk dance performances to
exhibitions, abroad through tours and collaborations, thereby
increasing the recognition and influence of our culture on a
global scale. This approach treats culture as a strategic field that
fosters mutual understanding, shared values, and sustainable
cooperation among societies. It aims to enhance and expand
the international visibility and influence of both our country
and our University on the cultural stage.
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iKi DEMOKRASI, ORTAK UFUK:
TURKIYE VE ENDONEZYANIN
KURESEL ViZYONU

Prof. Dr. Talip KUCUKCAN
T.C. Cakarta Buyuikelgisi

Kiiresel dengelerin yeniden tanimlandigs, jeopolitik rekabetin
yeni alanlara yayildigr bir donemde; Asya-Pasifik, ekonomik
dinamizmi ve stratejik konumuyla diinya siyasetinin yikselen
merkezlerinden biri haline geliyor. Bu baglamda, Tiirkiye ile
Endonezya arasindaki iliskiler, yalnizca iki iilke arasindaki ikili
is birliklerinden ibaret degil; aynt zamanda Islam Diinyast’'nin
dayanisma kapasitesini, bolgesel istikrar vizyonunu ve kiiresel
barisa katk: iradesini yansitan onemli bir model sunuyor.

Tiirkiyenin Endonezya nexdindeki en iist diizey diplomatik
temsilcisi  olan  degerli  Biiyiikelgimiz, Prof- Dr. Talip
KUCUKCA]V, akademik  birikimini, uluslararas: iliskiler
tecriibesinive stratefik perspektifini, iki iilke arasindaki iliskilerin
gelecegine yon veren bir vizyonla bulusturuyor. Kendisiyle
gerceklestirdigimiz bu ozel riportajda; Tiirkiye-Endonezya
iliskilerinin cok boyutlu gelisiminden, Asya-Pasifikin degisen
Jeopolitik manzarasina; Lslam f,rbir/igi Teskilatr cercevesinde
ortak diplomatik adimlardan, sirdiirilebilir kalkinma ve
bolgesel is birligine uzanan stratejik bashklar: ele alyyoruz.

Bu soyleside, yalmizca iki iilke arasindaki dostlugun mevcut
Aurumunu degil, ayni zamanda kiiresel diplomaside yiikselen
yeni gii¢ odaklarimn sekillendirdigi cok kutuplu gelecegi de

mercek altina alyyoruz. ..

TWO DEMOCRACIES, A SHARED
HORIZON: TURKIYE AND
INDONESIA’S GLOBAL VISION

Prof. Dr. Talip KUGQUKCAN
Ambassador of the Republic of Turkiye to
Jakarta

In an era when global balances are being redefined and geopolitical
competition is extending into new spheres, the Asia-Pacific has
emerged as one of the rising centers of world politics with its
economic dynamism and strategic position. In this context, the
relations between Tiirkiye and Indonesia transcend the boundaries
of bilateral cooperation, offering a significant model that reflects
the solidarity capacity q/’z‘b@ Islamic world, a vision jér regional

stability, and a determination to contribute to global peace.

Our  esteemed Ambassador, Prof. Dr. Talip [(UC UKCAN, the
lighest-level diplomatic representative of Tiirkiye in Indonesia, brings
together his academic expertise, international relations experience, and
strategic perspective with a forward-looking vision that shapes the future
of relations between the two countries. In this exclusive interview, we
address strategic themes ranging from the multidimensional development
of Tiirkiye~Indonesia relations and the evolving geopolitical landscape of
the Asia-Pacific, to joint diplomatic initiatives within the framework
of the Organization of Iskamic Cooperation, as well as sustainable
development and regional cooperation.

In this interview, we not only examine the current state of

[friendship between the two countries but also shed light on the

multipolar future shaped by the emerging power centers in global
diplomacy. ..
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Tiirkiye ve Endonezya gibi iki biiyiikk Miisliman
iilkenin kiiresel olcekte artan is birligi baglaminda;
sizce bu dostluk sadece iki iilke halki arasinda degil,
aym1 zamanda Islam diinyasinda da nasil bir dayanigma
modeli olugturabilir?

Turkiye ve Endonezya bulunduklari cografi ve jeostratejik
konumlari, sahip olduklar1 kaynaklar ve kabiliyetler, ekonomik
buyiiklikleri, artan niifuzlari ve mevcut statiikoya karsi diinya
sisteminde reform talepleri ile iki tilke sinirlarini agan bir etkilesim
ve dayanigma modeli olugturmaktadir. Tirkiye Avrupa ve Asya
arasinda bir kopri, Ortadogu, Afrika, Balkanlar ve Avrasya'nin
kesisme noktasinda bir ilke olarak genis bir niifuz alanina
sahipken, Endonezya da diinyanin niifus olarak en biiyiik Islam
tilkesi ve ASEAN (Gilineydogu Asya Uluslar Birligi) bélgesinin
en giigli ekonomik ve askeri giicii olarak oldukea genis bir alanda
etki olusturabilen bir tlkedir. Her iki tlkenin kiresel sorunlarin
¢oziimine iliskin yaklagimlari da biiyiik oranda ortigmektedir.
Bitin bunlar iki tlke arasinda son donemde zirveye ulagan
olumlu diplomatik iligkilerin genis bir dayanigma agina onctiliik

edebilecegine isaret etmektedir.

Egitim diplomasisi son yillarda iilkeler arasi iligkilerin

yumusak giicii olarak éne ¢ikiyor. Tiirkiye ve Endonezya
arasinda iiniversiteler, akademisyenler ve 6grenci degisim
programlari ne gibi firsatlar sunuyor? Bu alanda daha giiglii is
birlikleri i¢in neler yapilabilir?

Egitim diplomasisi kiiresel 6lcekte 6nem kazanan bir olgu.
Diinya’da 2024 itibariyle 6.3 milyon uluslararasi 6grencinin
350 milyar dolarlik bir ekonomiye tekabil ettigi kayitlara
geemis durumda. Uluslararas: 6grencilerin sayist ve ekonomik
getirisi giderek artiyor. Turkiye’de hali hazirda 330 bin yabanci

ogrenci var.
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In the context of the growing cooperation on a global scale
between two major Muslim countries such as Tiirkiye and
Indonesia, how do you think this friendship can serve as a
model of solidarity not only between the peoples of the two
nations but also within the broader Islamic world?

With their geographical and geostrategic positions, abundant resources
and capabilities, economic weight, growing influence, and shared
demands for reform of the prevailing global order, Ttrkiye and
Indonesia are building a model of interaction and solidarity that extends
well beyond their national borders. Ttirkiye, as a bridge between Europe
and Asia and a country located at the intersection of the Middle East,
Affica, the Balkans, and Eurasia, possesses a broad sphere of influence.
Indonesia, meanwhile, as the world’s most populous Muslim-majority
country and the leading economic and military power of ASEAN
(the Association of Southeast Asian Nations), wields considerable
influence across a vast region. Moreover, both countries’ approaches
to addressing global challenges largely converge. Taken together, these
dynamics suggest that the positive diplomatic relations, which have
recently reached a peak, hold the potential to lead a wider network of
solidarity between the two nations.

) JAKA|
KOTA GLOBAL DAR
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Inrecentyears, education diplomacyhasemerged asakeyinstrument
of soft power in international relations. What opportunities do
universities, academic exchanges, and student mobility programs
between Tiirkiye and Indonesia offer? In your view, what further
steps can be taken to foster stronger cooperation in this field?
Education diplomacy has become a phenomenon of growing
significance on a global scale. As of 2024, records show that 6.3
million international students worldwide correspond to an economy
worth 350 billion dollars. Both the number of international students
and the economic value they generate continue to rise steadily.
Currently, Tirkiye hosts 330,000 international students.
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Bu ogrenciler arasinda 5500 Endonezyali 6grenci mevcut
olup iniversitelerimiz arasindaki etkilesim arttikca bu say:
daha da artacak ve boylece iki ilke arasindaki yakinlagma
da hizlanacaktir. Gerek Yurtdisi Turkler ve Akrabalar
Bagkanligi (YTB) ve farkli vakiflarimizin burslari ile gerekse
kendi imkanlar: ile tlkemize gelen Endonezyali 6grenciler
ve akademik degisim programlari ile Turkiye'yi ziyaret
eden akademisyenler onemli bir kopri vazifesi goriyor.
Biz de Buytikel¢ilik gorevine bagladigimiz andan itibaren
Universitelerimiz arasindaki is birligi imkanlarini artirmak
i¢in girisimde bulunmaya basladik. Girigimlerimiz ile Ttrkiye
Maarif Vakfi, Endonezya Universitesi biinyesinde bir Tiirkiye
Calismalar1 Merkezi kurdu. Yunus Emre Enstitist de farkls
Universitelerde Tirkge 6gretimine baglad:.

Bu noktada unutulmamas: gereken bir konu da tniversiteler
aracth@iyla iki tlke arasinda kurulan ve gelisen bilimsel ve
teknolojik aragtirma alanlarinda kurulan igbirlikleridir. Son
olarak Turkiye mezunlarinin iki tlke iligkilerine katkilarinin
da artik belirginlesmeye bagladigini ifade etmek gerek. Biitin
boyutlar: ile incelendiginde YTB’nin Endonezya'ya tahsis
ettigi burs sayisinin artirilmasinda fayda oldugunu da sézlerime
eklemek isterim.

Kiiltiir ve sanatin evrensel diliyle, Tiirkiye ve Endonezya
arasinda halklar arasi1 yakinlagmanin artmasi sizce nasil
saglanabilir?> Ortak miras, gelenek ve kiiltiirel cesitlilik
izerinden  geligtirilebilecek  projeler  hakkinda ne
diigiinityorsunuz?

Tirkiye ve Endonezya arasindaki iligkilerin 16. Yuzyila
uzanan kokli bir tarihi var. Osmanli Imparatorlugu ve Age
Sultanligi arasinda ytizyillar 6nce kurulan iligki nesilden nesile
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Among these students, there are 5,500 Indonesians, and as the
interaction between our universities continues to grow, this number
is expected to rise further, thereby accelerating the rapprochement
between the two countries. Indonesian students who come to
Trkiye either through scholarships provided by the Presidency
for Turks Abroad and Related Communities (YTB) and various
foundations, or through their own means, along with academics
visiting Turkiye through exchange programs, serve as an important
bridge. From the very beginning of my tenure as Ambassador,
we have taken initiatives to enhance cooperation opportunities
between our universities. Through these efforts, the Ttirkiye Maarif
Foundation has established a Ttirkiye Studies Center within the
University of Indonesia, while the Yunus Emre Institute has also
launched Turkish language programs at various universities.

At this point, it is also important to emphasize the collaborations
established and developed in the fields of scientific and
technological research through universities. Furthermore, it
should be noted that the contributions of Turkiye’s alumni
to bilateral relations have now begun to emerge more visibly.
Considering all these dimensions, I would also like to add that
increasing the number of scholarships allocated by YTB to
Indonesia would be highly beneficial.

In your view, how can closer people-to-people ties between
Tiirkiye and Indonesia be fostered through the universal
language of culture and the arts? What are your thoughts
on potential projects that could be developed around shared
heritage, traditions, and cultural diversity?

'The relations between Thirkiye and Indonesia date back to the 16th
century. The ties established centuries ago between the Ottoman
Empire and the Sultanate of Aceh have been passed down from
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aktarilarak bugiine kadar gelmi§ ve toplumsal hafizada canl
d1plomat1k iligkilerin 75. Y111n1 kutluyoruz. Kiltiir ve sanat
hem bu kutlamalarda hem de ikili iligkilerin gelismesinde
6nemi bir zenginlik. Ornegin bu amagla bir dizi sergiler
diizenledik. Bugiin Cakarta Tekstil Miuzesi olarak islev
gorev bina Osmanli Devleti’'nin ilk Fahri Konsoloslugu'nun
ikameti ve ofisi olarak kullan11m1§ Mize idaresi ile
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konugarak bu binanin girigine mermer bir plaket yerlestirmek
istedigimizi soyledik. Sag olsunlar kabul ettiler. Yakinda bu
tarihi gercegi, daha dogrusu iligkilerimizin tarihi derinligini
butlin ziyaretcilere hatirlatacak bir plaketi Cakarta Tekstil
Miizesi'nin girisine koyacagiz.

Endonezya’da Tirk dizileri en ¢ok izlenen diziler arasinda.
Bu durum kiltiirel diplomasimiz agisindan bir hayli 6nemli.
Edindigimiz izlenime gére bazi dizilerimizin bazi boliimlerinin
Endonezya’da ¢ekilmesi halinde Tirk dizilerine olan ilgiyi bu
tilkede kat kat artirabilir. Endonezya Kiiltire Bakani Sayin Fadli
Zon Turkiye'ye 6zel 6nem veren ve yakinlik duyan bir kiltir
insan1 ve siyasetci. 1ki iilke arasinda yakin zamanda kiiltiirel
igbirligi anlagmasi imzalandi. Aymi zamanda bakanlarimiz
arasinda yapilan gériigmelerde ortak bir film projesinin hayata
gecirilmesi prensip olarak kabul edildi. $imdi bu projenin
detaylar1 hakkinda ilgili kurumlarimiz arasinda goriigmelerin
baglamasini bekliyoruz.

Tiirkiye’nin “Yeniden Asya” agilimi ile Endonezya'nin
“Global Maritime Fulcrum” stratejisi arasinda nasil bir
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generation to generation, remaining vivid in the collective memory.
This year, we celebrate the 75th anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations between the two countries. Culture and the
arts represent a vital richness, both in these celebrations and in the
broader development of bilateral ties. For instance, with this purpose
in mind, we have organized a series of exhibitions. The building that
today serves as the Jakarta Textile Museum once functioned as the
residence and office of the Ottoman Empire’s first Honorary Consul.

W

AN

In consultation with the museum administration, we expressed our
wish to place a marble plaque at the entrance of the building, and they
kindly accepted. Very soon, a plaque will be installed at the entrance
of the Jakarta Textile Museum to remind all visitors of this historical
fact indeed, of the profound historical depth of our relations.

Turkish TV series are among the most watched in Indonesia,
which is highly significant in terms of our cultural diplomacy.
Based on our observations, filming certain episodes of these
series in Indonesia could further multiply the local interest in
Turkish productions. Indonesia’s Minister of Culture, Mr. Fadli
Zon, is both a cultural figure and a politician who attaches special
importance to and feels a strong affinity with Tirkiye. A cultural
cooperation agreement has recently been signed between the two
countries. Moreover, during meetings between our ministers, it
was agreed in principle to launch a joint film project. We are now
awaiting the commencement of discussions between the relevant
institutions regarding the details of this project.

How can a synergy be established between Tiirkiye’s “Asia
Anew” initiative and Indonesia’s “Global Maritime Fulcrum”
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sinerji kurulabilir? Iki iilkenin bu vizyonlari, bélgesel bariga
ve kalkinmaya nasil katki sunabilir?

Endonezya dinyanin en biyiik takim-ada tulkesi ve deniz
sinirlart ¢ok genis olan bir tlke. Tiurkiye'nin Mavi Vatan
politikasina benzer bir politikayr Kiresel Deniz Ekseni (Poros
Maritime Dunia) politikasint Endonezya dig politikasinin
merkezine koydu. Gerek deniz smurlarinin givenligi gerekse
balik¢ilik gelirleri bagta denizden elde edilen ekonomik gelirlerin
korunmasini amaglayan bu politika Endonezya'nin Hint-Pasifik
bolgesindeki faaliyetlerini daha goriintr hale getirdi. Kiresel
Deniz Ekseni yaklagimi ana hatlariyla Endonezya’nin rekabetin
hizla arttign Hint-Pasifik bolgesinde deniz ticaretine daha fazla
odaklanmayi, mevcut limanlarin modernizasyonu ve yeni liman
ingaatlari ile deniz sularinda giivenlik, ulagim ve ticaret alt yapisinin
giclendirilmesini igeriyor. Tabi ki bu yaklagimdan baglica beklenti
tilkenin ekonomik kalkinmasina ve savunmasina katkida bulunmasi,
tilke ¢ikarlarinin korunmasinda denizin odak hale gelmesi.

Tirkiye'nin  “Yeniden Asya” agilimi  Endonezya’yr da
kapsayan genis agili bir yaklagim olarak ortaya cikti. Mavi
Vatan yaklagimi ve Turkiye’'nin denizcilik alaninda yaptig:
askeri, ticari ve enerji arama-tarama gibi yatirimlar ile
Endonezya’nin Kiiresel Deniz Ekseni yaklagim: arasinda
ortismeler mevcut. Her iki tlke denizcilik alanindaki
iligkilerini sahip olduklari imkan ve kabiliyetleri birbirine
destek olacak sekilde siirdiriyor. Orta ve uzun vadede
Yeniden Asya girisimi denizcilik alaninda da igbirliklerinin
zeminini gig¢lendirme potansiyeline sahip olup her iki
tlkenin denizdeki igbirlikleri bolgesel ve kiiresel baris ve
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strategy? In what ways can these visions of the two countries

contribute to regional peace and development?

Indonesia, as the world’s largest archipelagic state with vast
maritime boundaries, has placed its “Global Maritime Fulcrum”
(Poros Maritim Dunia) policy at the core of its foreign strategy, a
vision comparable to Tirkiye’s “Blue Homeland” doctrine. This
policy, aimed at safeguarding maritime borders and securing
economic resources particularly revenues from fisheries has made
Indonesia’s presence in the Indo-Pacific more visible. In broad
terms, the Global Maritime Fulcrum approach emphasizes a
stronger focus on maritime trade in the increasingly competitive
Indo-Pacific region, the modernization of existing ports and
the construction of new ones, as well as the strengthening of
maritime security, transportation, and trade infrastructure.
The primary expectation from this strategy is to contribute to
Indonesia’s economic development and defense, placing the sea

at the center of the country’s national interests.

Turkiye’s “Asia Anew” initiative, designed as a broad-based opening
that also encompasses Indonesia, aligns with this perspective. The
overlaps between Turkiye’s “Blue Homeland” vision—along with
its military, commercial, and energy exploration investments in
the maritime domain—and Indonesia’s Global Maritime Fulcrum
strategy are striking. Both countries continue to pursue their
maritime cooperation in ways that complement their respective
capacities and capabilities. In the medium and long term, the
Asia Anew initiative holds the potential to further strengthen the
foundations of cooperation in maritime affairs, enabling the two

countries’ joint efforts at sea to make even greater contributions to
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istikrara katkisini daha da artirabilir.

Endonezya, ASEANigerisinde6nemlibirlideriilkekonumunda.
Tiirkiye'nin ASEAN ile iligkilerinde Endonezya'nin roliinii
nasil degerlendiriyorsunuz? Bu cercevede, ¢ok tarafli diplomasi
alaninda hangi firsatlar 6ne ¢ikiyor?

Endonezya ASEAN ilkeleri arasinda en buyik nifus,
ekonomi ve etkiye sahip olan tilke konumunda. ASEAN Genel
Sekreterligi de Cakarta’da oldugu i¢cin ASEAN ile diplomatik
iligkilerde ev sahibi iilke olarak Endonezyanin hissedilebilir
bir agirligr var. Hali hazirda Turkiye ASEAN ile Sektorel

E
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Indonesia holds a prominent leadership position within

regional and global peace and stability.

ASEAN. How do you assess Indonesia’s role in Tiirkiye’s
relations with ASEAN? In this context, what opportunities
stand out in the field of multilateral diplomacy?

Indonesia holds the position of being the ASEAN country
with the largest population, economy, and influence. As the
host country of the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta, Indonesia
carries significant weight in diplomatic relations with ASEAN.
At present, Tirkiye maintains its relations with ASEAN as
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Diyalog Ortag: olarak iligkilerini stirdiiriiyor. Diyalog Ortaklig:
icin de bagvurumuzu yaptik. ASEAN diyesi 10 tlkenin daimi
temsilcilerinin timi ile ylize yiize gorismeler gerceklestirerek
desteklerini talep ettik. Dénem Bagkani Malezya ve ASEAN’a
ev sahipligi yapan Endonezya daimi temsilcileri tam desteklerini
ifade ettiler. ASEAN dyesi diger sekiz tilke daimi temsilcileri
de Turkiye’nin Diyalog Ortakligt bagvurusunu desteklediklerini
belirtti.

Kuskusuz Endonezyanin bu ydnde bir irade beyaninda
bulunmas: bizim i¢in oldukea degerli. Turkiye’nin ASEAN ile
angajmani sadece diplomatik agidan degil alim giict gittikce
artan 700 milyona yaklagan niifusu ile tye tlkelerle ekonomik
iligkilerimizin gelismesi agisindan da 6nemli. Bu istikamette
ilerlemeye devam ediyoruz.

Ticaret ve yatirnmlar iki iilke arasindaki iligkilerin
lokomotifi konumunda. Tiirkiye ile Endonezya arasinda
serbest ticaret anlagmalarinin gelistirilmesi ve is diinyas1
arasinda képriilerin kurulmasi konusunda ne gibi somut
adimlar atiliyor? Endonezya’da gérev yapan bir biiyiikelci
olarak, Tirk is insanlarina ve girisimcilere bu biyik
pazarda ne tiir firsatlar ve avantajlar énerirsiniz? Ozellikle
dijitallesme, yesil doniisiim ve siirdiirilebilirlik alanlarinda
potansiyel nedir?

Thrkiye ve Endonezya arasindaki kargilikli ticaret hacmi 3 milyar
dolar civarinda olup iki ilke liderinin hedef olarak belirledigi
10 milyar dolarin gerisinde seyrediyor. Ancak son bir-iki yil
icinde savunma sanayi trinlerine olan ilgi ve talepten dolay:
ticaret hacminde buytk bir sigramanin esigindeyiz. Turkiye ve
Endonezya arasinda serbest ticaret anlagmasi olmadigi icin dogal

olarak bu durum iki tilke arasindaki ticaret hacmine de yansiyor.

‘..‘ \: _\\
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a Sectoral Dialogue Partner, and we have also submitted our
application for Dialogue Partnership. We conducted face-to-
face meetings with the permanent representatives of all ten
ASEAN member states to seek their support. Both Malaysia,
as the Chair, and Indonesia, as the host country of ASEAN,
expressed their full support. The permanent representatives of
the other eight member states also indicated their endorsement
of Thrkiye’s application for Dialogue Partnership.

Undoubtedly, Indonesia’s expression of commitment in this
regard is of great value to us. Tirkiye’s engagement with
ASEAN is important not only from a diplomatic perspective
but also in terms of strengthening our economic relations with
its population of nearly 700 million, whose purchasing power
is steadily increasing. We continue to advance in this direction.
Trade and investment serve as the driving force of relations
between the two countries. What concrete steps are being
taken to advance free trade agreements between Tiirkiye and
Indonesia and to build bridges among business communities?
AsanambassadorservinginIndonesia, whatopportunitiesand
advantages would you recommend to Turkish businesspeople
and entrepreneurs in this vast market? In particular, what
potential do you see in the fields of digitalization, green
transformation, and sustainability?

The bilateral trade volume between Tirkiye and Indonesia is
currently around 3 billion dollars, falling short of the 10 billion
dollar target set by the leaders of the two countries. However, in the
past year or two, the growing interest in and demand for defense
industry products has brought us to the threshold of a significant
leap in trade volume. The absence of a free trade agreement between
Turkiye and Indonesia naturally affects the scale of bilateral trade,
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Serbest ticaret anlagmasi olan tlkeler ile ticaretimiz ¢ok daha
fazla. Ancak bu durumu bir engel olarak gérmek yerine nasil
¢6ziim iretebiliriz diye distiniiyoruz.

Endonezya tarafina tercihli ticaret anlagmas: imzalanmasin
teklif ettik ve kabul géren bu teklif tzerinde ilk istisari
gorigmeler yapildi. Umariz kisa zamanda tzerinde karsilikli
mutabakata varilacak Urlnleri iceren bir tercihli ticaret
anlagmasi imzalanabilir. Bunun 6niinde bir engel goriinmuyor
simdilik. Ayrica ticari etkilesimi artirmak icin bir taraftan
ilgili bakanliklar diizeyinde bir taraftan da DEIK ve Tirkiye
Ihracatgilar  Birligi (TIM) gibi semsiye kuruluslarimiz
ile Endonezya’daki muhataplarini bir araya getiriyoruz.
Ureticilerimizin Endonezya’daki fuarlara katihmin tegvik
ediyoruz.

Endonezya her yil %5 biiyliyen ekonomisi ile yatirnmeilar i¢in
onemli bir cazibe merkezi. Her iki iilkenin de gii¢lii sektorlerde
kargilikli yatirimini tesvik ediyoruz. Ornegin Endonezya Yatirim
Bakani ile yaptigimiz gorigmede 900 milyar dolarlik mal
varligina sahip olan ve yeni kurulan Danantara Yatirnm Fonu'nu
savuntia ula§_1 o1d
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Tiirkiye'de yatirim yapmaya davet ettik. Oniimiizdeki giinlerde
bu yondeki goriismelerimizi derinlestirecegiz. Diger yandan
Thrkiye'den yatinmeilar i¢in Endonezya’daki firsatlar hakkinda
dizenli olarak ilgili kurumlarimizi bilgilendirerek kendi
paydaslarina aktarmalarini istiyoruz.

Iki iilkenin gen¢ niifusu olduk¢a dinamik ve iiretken.
Genglerimizin birbirini daha yakindan tamimasi ve ortak
projelerde yer almasi adina biiyiikel¢iliginizce desteklenen
veya planlanan caligmalar var m1?

www.wald.org.tr
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as our trade with countries that do have such agreements is
considerably higher. Nevertheless, rather than perceiving this as an
obstacle, we are focused on exploring ways to generate solutions.
We proposed to the Indonesian side the signing of a Preferential
Trade Agreement, and this proposal was welcomed, with the first
round of exploratory consultations already held. We hope that in
the near future such an agreement, covering products to be mutually
agreed upon, can be concluded, as there currently appear to be
no obstacles in this regard. In addition, to enhance commercial
interaction, we are bringing together Indonesian counterparts both
at the ministerial level and through our umbrella organizations
such as the Foreign Economic Relations Board (DEIK) and the
Turkish Exporters Assembly (TIM). We are also encouraging our
producers to participate in trade fairs held in Indonesia.

With its economy growing at an annual rate of 5 percent, Indonesia is
an important attraction point for investors. We are encouraging mutual
investments in strong sectors from both countries. For example, during
our meeting with the Indonesian Minister of Investment, we invited
the newly established Danantara Investment Fund holding assets
wo 90 billio

n dollars to consider iHVCSﬁI’l in Turkl ¢ in sectors
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such as defense, transportation, tourism, food, energy, and health. In
the coming days, we will continue to deepen our discussions in this
direction. At the same time, we regularly provide information to our
relevant institutions in Tiirkiye regarding investment opportunities in
Indonesia, asking them to share these insights with their stakeholders.

The young populations of both countries are highly dynamic
and productive. Are there any initiatives supported or planned
by your embassy to enable our youth to get to know each other
more closely and to take part in joint projects?
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Endonezya 280 milyonluk bir niifusa sahip. Nifusun %52’si
otuz yas ve altinda. Uretkenlik yaginda olan biiyiik bir niifusa

sahip olup bu noktada kritik olan s6z konusu niifusun iretime
katilacak ol¢iide nitelikli egitim almasi. Turkiye olarak elbette
sagladigimiz ve saglayacagimiz burslar ile genglerin egitimine
katki vermeye caligtyoruz. Turk gengleri ile etkilesimlerini
artirmak i¢in de Yunus Emre Enstitiisti ve sivil toplum kuruluglary
kanaliyla Endonezyali gencleri Tirkiye'de agirliyoruz. Zaten
hali hazirda Tirk tniversitelerinde okuyan 5500 Endonezyali
ogrenci kendi Tiurk akranlari ile etkilesim halinde. Bunu
rektorlerimizin  girisimleri ile daha da artirmak mimkan.
Universitelerimiz sadece Endonezyali 6grencileri degil sayilar:
330 bini agan uluslararas: dgrencileri Tirk akranlar ve aileleri
ile bir araya getirecek projeleri hayata gegirebilseler kiiltiirel ve
insani etkilesim ¢ok daha derin izler birakur.

Endonezya’nin baharathi ve aromatik yemekleri ile Tiirk
mutfaginin gesitliligi arasinda bircok benzerlik ve zenginlik
goze carpiyor. Bu iki mutfagin bulusabilecegi bir diplomatik
lezzet projesi tasarlansa, sizce hangi tatlar bu diyaloga
onciiliik edebilir?

Biz her yil Buyikel¢ilik olarak Endonezya’da Tiurk
yemeklerini, kahve kiltirimizi ve kahvalti gelenegimizi
tanitmak i¢in 6zel programlar yapiyoruz. Bunun i¢in zaman
zaman Turkiye’de taninan seflerimizi davet ederek yemek,
tatli ve icecek cesitlerimizi sunuyoruz. Ornegin 2025 yilinda
Sef Recep Incecik Cakarta’ya gelerek ¢ok 6zel sunumlar yapti.
Tadimda bulunan yetkililer, sanatgilar, medya mensuplari ve
gastronomi uzmanlar: hayranliklarini ifade ettiler.

Sef Recep Incecik ayrica bir gastronomi okulunda sef
adaylarina geleneksel yemeklerimizi ve sifir atik konseptini
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Indonesia has a population of 280 million, 52 percent of whom are
under the age of thirty. This means a very large portion of the population
is in its most productive years, making it critical that they receive
quality education sufficient to enable their participation in production.
As Tirkiye, we are striving to contribute to the education of youth
through the scholarships we provide and will continue to provide. To
increase their interaction with Turkish youth, we also host Indonesian
students in Tiirkiye through the Yunus Emre Institute and civil society
organizations. At present, the 5,500 Indonesian students studying at
Turkish universities are already interacting with their Turkish peers.
'This can be further strengthened through the initiatives of our rectors.
If our universities could implement projects that bring not only
Indonesian students but also the more than 330,000 international
students together with their Turkish peers and families, the resulting
cultural and human interaction would leave a much deeper impact.
Indonesia’s spicy and aromatic cuisine and the rich diversity
of Turkish gastronomy share many similarities and
complementarities. If a diplomatic gastronomy project were
to be designed to bring these two culinary traditions together,
which flavors do you think could take the lead in this dialogue?
Every year, as the Embassy, we organize special programs in
Indonesia to introduce Turkish cuisine, our coffee culture, and
breakfast traditions. For this purpose, we occasionally invite
well-known chefs from Tiirkiye to present a variety of dishes,
desserts, and beverages. For example, in 2025 Chef Recep
Incecik came to Jakarta and delivered outstanding presentations.
Officials, artists, media representatives, and gastronomy experts
who attended the tastings expressed their admiration.

Chef Recep Incecik also gave a lecture at a culinary school, teaching
aspiring chefs about our traditional dishes while placing special
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merkeze alan bir ders verdi. Ayrica Sea Today TV canli
yayinina katilarak Tirk yemekleri yapti ve ikram etti.
Buytikel¢ilik olarak ayrica Ramazan’da Endonezya Kiltiir
Bakani Sayin Fad Zon ve ekibini geleneksel Turk iftarina
davet ettik. Dunyada ilk kez bir bakan dizeyinde Yunus
Emre Enstitisti’ne ziyaret gerceklesti, tertipledigimiz iftar
programina bir bakan tesrif etti. Bakan Fadli Zon iftarda
ayrica ¢ok etkileyici bir canli sema gosterisi izledi. Tirk
mutfaginin geleneksel triinleri en ist dizeyde Endonezya
ile bulugtu.

Endonezya da ¢ok zengin bir mutfak kiltirine sahip.
Binlerce adadan olusan tlkede, her yorenin ayri yemekleri
ile zenginlesmis bir gastronomi kaltird var. Elbette
Endonezya'nin bir baharat ilke olusu gegmiste oldugu gibi
bugiin de diinyanin dikkatini buraya ¢ekiyor. Piring¢ ve zengin
baharat Endonezya mutfaginin olmazsa olmazlari. Her iki
tilkenin yiyecek ve icecek kilturindeki zenginlige bakildiginda
fiizyon mutfag: olusturmak icin biiyiik bir potansiyel oldugunu
soylemek miimkiin. Ancak iki tilke mutfagindan nasil ortak bir
lezzet ortaya ¢ikar bunu igin uzmanlarina birakmak daha dogru
olur.

Gerek akademik birikiminiz gerekse diplomatik tecriibeniz
isiginda degerlendirecek olursaniz; 20307lara yaklagirken
bu dostlugun yeni bir bolgesel ve kiiresel vizyonla nasil
giiclendirilebilecegini diisiinityorsunuz?

2022 yilinda Thirkiye ve Endonezya arasinda Yiksek Dizeyli
Stratejik Isbirligi Konseyi tesis edildi. Bu konseyin ilk toplantist
Sayin Cumhurbagkanimizin 2025 Subatinda gergeklestirdigi
Endonezya ziyareti sirasinda her iki taraftan ¢ok sayida bakanin
katilim ile gergeklesti. Bu zirve sirasinda kapsamli gorismeler
yapild: ve 12 isbirligi anlagmas: imzalandi. Nisan ayinda da bu
defa Endonezya Cumhurbagkan: Sayin Prabowo Subianto'un
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emphasis on the concept of zero waste. In addition, he appeared on
a live broadcast of Sea Today TV, preparing and serving Turkish
dishes. As the Embassy, we also hosted Indonesia’s Minister of
Culture, Mr. Fadli Zon, and his delegation at a traditional Turkish
iftar during Ramadan. For the first time worldwide, a minister
paid an official visit to the Yunus Emre Institute and attended the
iftar program we organized. During the event, Minister Fadli Zon
also enjoyed a highly impressive live performance of the whirling
dervishes. In this way, traditional elements of Turkish cuisine were
presented at the highest level to Indonesia.

Indonesia also possesses a remarkably rich culinary culture. As a
country made up of thousands of islands, each region has its own
distinct dishes, contributing to a diverse gastronomic heritage.
Naturally, Indonesia’s identity as a land of spices continues to
draw the world’s attention today, just as it did in the past. Rice and
an abundance of spices are indispensable elements of Indonesian
cuisine. Considering the richness of both countries’ food and
beverage traditions, it is clear that there is great potential to create
a fusion cuisine. However, it would be more appropriate to leave
the question of how to bring forth a shared flavor from these two
culinary traditions to the expertise of professionals in the field.

Drawing on both your academic background and your
diplomatic experience, how do you think this friendship can
be further strengthened with a new regional and global vision
as we approach the 2030s?

In 2022, a High-Level Strategic Cooperation Council was
established between Tirkiye and Indonesia. The first meeting
of this council took place in February 2025 during the visit of
our President to Indonesia, with the participation of numerous
ministers from both sides. During this summit, comprehensive
discussions were held, and 12 cooperation agreements were signed.
In April, Indonesian President Mr. Prabowo Subianto paid a visit
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Ankara ziyareti gerceklesti ve ilave anlagmalar yapildi. Gelinen
nokta itibariyle Tirkiye ve Endonezya arasindaki diplomatik
iligkilerinin tarihi zirve noktasina ulastigini sGylemek abart:
olmaz. Artik yapilmas: gereken imzalanan anlagmalarin hayata
gegirilmesini saglamak, yeni imkénlari iyi degerlendirmek ve
ylize yiize ve kurumsal temaslar: sistematik olarak stirdiirmek ve
artirmak olmalidir. Bunlar yapilirsa 2030’larda ¢ok daha giicli
iligkilerimiz olacak ve bunun bélgesel ve kiiresel yansimalar

daha belirgin hissedilecektir.
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to Ankara, during which additional agreements were concluded. At
this point, it would not be an exaggeration to say that diplomatic
relations between Ttrkiye and Indonesia have reached a historic
peak. The task ahead is to ensure the effective implementation of
the agreements signed, to make the best use of new opportunities,
and to systematically maintain and enhance both face-to-face and
institutional engagements. If these steps are taken, by the 2030s
our relations will become much stronger, and their regional and

global implications will be felt even more clearly.
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Kiiresel diizeyde ¢ok kutuplu bir diizenin sekillendigi bu
dénemde, sizce Tiirkiye ve Endonezya gibi bolgesel giiclerin
“adaletli ve kapsayici bir uluslararas: sistem” ingasina katkisi
ne olabilir?

Thrkiye uzun zamandir daha adil bir diilnya mimkiindir ve
diinya begten biiyiiktiir fikrini diinya ile paylagiyor ve miesses
uluslararasi diizenin daha kapsayici ve temsiliyetci yonde
degismesi i¢in ¢aba sarf ediyor. Endonezya da tarafsiz ve etkin
bir dis politika izleyen bir tlke olarak son dénemde benzer
cikiglar yapmaya bagladi. Her iki tlke bir arada hareket ederek
diger paydas ve hemfikir tilkelerin katilim ve destegi ile “adaletli
ve kapsayict bir uluslararasi sistem” ingasina katkisina buyik

katkilarda potansiyele sahiptir.
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In this period when a multipolar order is taking shape at the
global level, what contribution do you think regional powers
such as Tiirkiye and Indonesia can make to the construction
of a “just and inclusive international system”?

Tirkiye has long shared with the world its vision that “a more
just world is possible” and that “the world is bigger than five,”
working toward reforming the established international order to
make it more inclusive and representative. Indonesia, as a country
pursuing a neutral and effective foreign policy, has in recent
years begun to voice similar positions. Acting together, and with
the participation and support of other like-minded stakeholders,
both countries hold significant potential to contribute to the
construction of a “just and inclusive international system.”
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THE SUBTLE BALANCE OF LAW
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HUKUKUN INCE
DENGESI

Av. Arb. Emin CANACANKATAN
WALD Yoénetim Kurulu
Muhasip Uyesi

Son dinemde kamuoyunun gindemini derinden sarsan
Ahmet Minguzi cinayeti, “Cocuk Ceza Infaz Yasasi:nin
yetersizliklerine iliskin tartismalary yeniden aleviendirdi.
Toplumun adalet beklentisi ile hukukun evrensel ilkeleri
arasinda hassas bir denge kurulmasi gerekliligi, reform
ihtiyacint her zamankinden daha gorinir hale getirdi.
Cumburbaskanimizan konuya dair vurguladigs hassasiyet ve
Adalet Bakani'nin agiklamalari, 6niimiizdeki donemde yasal
degisikliklerin kaginilmaz oldugunu gésteriyor.

WALD Newsletter olarak, bu kritik konuyu hukuki ve
toplumsal boyutlariyla ele almak amactyla; Diinya r
Yonetim ve Demokrasi Vakfi yonetim kurulu mubasip iiyesi,
Ceza Hukukeusu, Arabulucu, Av. Emin CANACANKATAN
ile ozel bir soylesi  gerceklestirdik.  Roportajimizda,
mevcut yasal diizenlemelerin eksikliklerinden olast reform
adimlarina, cezalarin caydiriciligindan cocuk haklary ile
toplumsal gii . arasindaki dengeye kadar bircok sorunun
yanitini aradik.

THE SUBTLE BALANCE
OF LAW

Esqg. Arbitrator Emin CANACANKATAN
WALD Executive Board Member -
Accounting Member

He recent murder of Ahmet Minguzi, which has profoundly
shaken public opinion, has reignited debates over the
inadequacies of the Juvenile Criminal Enforcement Law.
The necessity of striking a delicate balance between society’s
demand for justice and the universal principles of law
has made the need for reform mor ble than ever. The
sensitivity emphasized by our Presid
statements af the Minister af Justice, clearly indicate that

legal amendments in the coming period are inevitable.

1, along with the

As WALD Newsletter, in order to address this critical issue from
both legal and societal perspectives, we conducted an exclusive
interview with Emin CANACANKATAN, Treasurer of the
Board of Directors of the World Academy for Local Government
and Democracy (WALD), Criminal Law Expert, and
Certified Mediator. In our conversation, we explored a wide
mnge of questions—jfrom the shortcomings of current legislation
to possible reform steps, from the deterrent effect of punishments

to the delicate balance between child rights and public security.

Son dénemde, toplum vicdanini derinden yaralayan olaylar,
“Cocuk Ceza Infaz Yasasr'min yetersizliklerini yeniden
tartigmaya acti. Hukuki ac¢idan, bu tartigmalar1 nasil
degerlendiriyorsunuz?

Kamu vicdanini sarsan olaylar, ¢ocuk ceza adaleti sisteminin ne
ol¢tide yeterli oldugu sorusunu yeniden giindeme tagimugtir. Tiirk
Ceza Kanunu'na gére 12 yagindan kiiciik gocuklar higbir sekilde
cezai sorumluluk tagimazken, 12 ile 15 yas arasindaki ¢ocuklarin
cezai sorumluluklar: fiilin anlam ve sonuglarmi kavrama
yeteneklerine bagli olarak degerlendirilmektedir. 15 ile 18 yas
arasindaki cocuklarin ise cezai sorumlulugu vardir,ancak aldiklar
cezalardayas indirimiuygulanir. Hukuk sistemi, cezalandirmadan
cok 1slahi esas alarak ¢ocugun gelisimsel 6zelliklerini gozetmeyi
hedeflemektedir. Bununla birlikte, toplumda 6zellikle agir suglar
sz konusu oldugunda, bu yas sinirlarinin ve indirimin yeterince
caydirici olmadig1 yoniinde bir alg: olugsmaktadir. Burada 6nemli
olan, cezalandirma talebi ile 1slah ilkesini bagdagtirabilmektir.
Ciinki ¢ocuklarin gelisimsel olarak davramglarinin sonuglarini
her zaman tam anlamiyla kavrayamayabilecekleri kabul
edilmektedir. Dolayisiyla tartigmalarin yalnizca yasa metniyle
sinirh kalmamasi, uygulamadaki aksakliklarin da dikkate
alinmasi1 gerekir. Zira denetimli serbestlik uygulamalarindaki
yetersizlik, psikolojik destek ve sosyal hizmetlerin eksikligi ve
rehabilitasyon kurumlarinin etkinligi konusundaki tartigmalar,
asil sorunun uygulamada derinlestigini géstermektedir.

Bunun yani sira, medyanin ve kamuoyunun gii¢lii tepkileri de bu

tartigmalar: sekillendirmektedir. Hukuk, duygulara degil ilkelere
dayanir; bu nedenle anlik 6fke ve tepkilerle yasa yapilmas:
dogru degildir. Ancak kamuoyundan gelen tepkiler, mevcut
diizenlemelerin ve uygulamalarin gézden gecirilmesini tegvik
edebilir. Bu da demokratik isleyisin dogal bir pargasidir. Bu tiir
trajik olaylara, duygusal reflekslerle degil, hukuki ve sistemsel
bir bakis acisiyla yaklasmak gerekir. Gerektiginde yasa gézden
gecirilmeli, fakat asil olarak uygulamadaki agiklar kapatilmali
ve c¢ocuklarin suga siriklenmesini  6nleyici  politikalar

glclendirilmelidir.
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In recent times, incidents that have profoundly shaken the
public conscience have reignited debates on the inadequacies
of the “Juvenile Criminal Enforcement Law.” From a legal
perspective, how do you assess these discussions?

Incidents that have shaken the public conscience have once again raised
the question of how adequate the juvenile criminal justice system truly
is. Under the Turkish Penal Code, children under the age of twelve
bear no criminal responsibility whatsoever. For those aged between
twelve and fifteen, liability is determined according to their ability to
comprehend the meaning and consequences of their actions. Minors
between fifteen and eighteen are held criminally responsible, yet their
sentences are subject to mitigation due to age. The legal system thus seeks
to prioritize rehabilitation over punishment, with an emphasis on taking
into account the developmental characteristics of the child. However,
within society particularly in cases involving serious crimes there is a
prevailing perception that these age thresholds and sentence reductions
are insufficiently deterrent. The central issue, therefore, lies in reconciling
the demand for punishment with the principle of rehabilitation, since it is
acknowledged that children, developmentally, may not always be able to
tully grasp the consequences of their actions. Accordingly, these debates
should not be limited solely to the text of the law but must also address
shortcomings in implementation. The inadequacy of probation practices,
thelack of psychological support and social services, and ongoing concerns
regarding the effectiveness of rehabilitation institutions demonstrate that
the core problem is deeply rooted in practice rather than legislation itself.

In addition, strong reactions from the media and public opinion
significantly shape these debates. Law is grounded in principles
rather than emotions; therefore, legislation should not be crafted in
response to momentary anger or impulsive reactions. Nevertheless,
public outery can encourage the review of existing regulations and
practices, which constitutes a natural component of democratic
governance. Such tragic incidents must be addressed not through
emotional reflexes but from a legal and systemic perspective. While
legislation should be revised when necessary, the primary focus must
be on closing the gaps in implementation and reinforcing preventive
policies aimed at protecting children from being drawn into crime.
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Mevcut suclularin  cezalandirilmasi

cocuk
ve rehabilitasyonu konusunda hangi temel eksiklikleri

mevzuat,

barindirtyor? Bu eksikliklerin, adaletin tecellisi ve toplumsal
giivenlik agisindan dogurdugu sonuglar nelerdir?

Mevzuat, ¢ocuk adalet sistemini cocugun yiiksek yarari
ilkesi dogrultusunda sekillendirse de, uygulamada 6nemli
eksiklikler dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Oncelikle, rehabilitasyon
odakli kurumlarin yetersizligi géze carpmaktadir. Cocuklarin
psikolojik, sosyal ve egitsel ihtiyaglarina uygun olmayan
cezaevi kogullari, onlar1 islah etmek yerine travmatize
edebilmekte ve sugla baglarini daha da gliglendirebilmektedir.
Bunun yanu sira, su¢ 6ncesi koruyucu politikalarin zayiflig: da
ciddi bir sorundur. Mevzuat daha ¢ok su¢ sonras: miidahaleye
odaklanirken, risk altindaki ¢ocuklar: topluma kazandiracak
erken destek mekanizmalar: yeterince isletilmemektedir.
Ayrica 12-15 yag arasindaki ¢ocuklarda “algilama yetenegi”
kriteri uygulanirken, raporlarin niteligi ve degerlendirmelerin
standart olmamas: nedeniyle ayni fiili isleyen ¢ocuklarin
farkli sonuglarla kargilagabildigi gorilmektedir. Bu durum
hem adalet duygusunu zedelemekte hem de toplumda
“cocuklar cezasiz kaliyor” algisini beslemektedir. Denetimli
serbestlik ve takip mekanizmalarinin yilizeysel kalmasi
da yeniden sug isleme riskini artirmaktadir. Tim bunlar,
yalnizca ¢ocuklarin degil, magdurlarin ve toplumun adalet
algisini da zedelemekte; hukuka olan giiveni sarsarak sosyal
huzursuzluga yol a¢abilmektedir.

Sayin Cumhurbagkanimizin bu konudaki hassasiyeti ve
Adalet Bakani’'nin son agiklamalari isiginda, éniimiizdeki
donemde hangi yasal degisikliklerin giindeme gelmesini
bekliyorsunuz?

Sayin ~ Cumhurbagkani’'nin  agiklamalarinda  toplum
vicdanini rahatlatacak dizenlemeler yapilacagina dair
vurgular, Adalet Bakani’nin da mevcut sistemin gézden
gecirilecegini isaret eden beyanlari, 6ntimuzdeki siirecte

cocuk adaletine dair reformlarin giindeme gelecegini
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What are the main shortcomings of the current legislation
regarding the punishment and rehabilitation of juvenile
offenders? What implications do these deficiencies have for
the realization of justice and for societal security?

Although the legislation frames the juvenile justice system around
the principle of the child’s best interests, significant shortcomings
emerge in practice. Foremost, the insufficiency of rehabilitation-
oriented institutions is striking. Prison conditions that fail to meet
the psychological, social, and educational needs of children may
traumatize them rather than rehabilitate, thereby reinforcing their
ties to crime. Equally problematic is the weakness of preventive
policies prior to the commission of offenses. The legislation
largely focuses on post-offense interventions, while early support
mechanisms that could reintegrate at-risk children into society
are not effectively implemented. Furthermore, in cases involving
children between the ages of 12 and 15, the application of the
“capacity for comprehension” criterion suffers from the absence
of standardized assessments and the varying quality of reports.
As a result, children committing the same act may face divergent
outcomes, which undermines the sense of justice and fuels the
perception that “children go unpunished.”In addition, the superficial
nature of probation and monitoring mechanisms increases the risk
of recidivism. Collectively, these shortcomings erode not only the
prospects for children’s rehabilitation but also the broader public’s
sense of justice. By weakening confidence in the legal system, they

contribute to social unrest and undermine societal security.

In light of our President’s sensitivity to this matter and the
recent statements made by the Minister of Justice, what
legislative amendments do you anticipate will come to the
forefront in the near future?

The statements of President ERDOGAN, emphasizing the need
for reforms that would reassure public conscience, together with the
Minister of Justice’s remarks indicating that the current system will
be reviewed, demonstrate that reforms in the field of juvenile justice

are likely to come onto the agenda in the near future. In particular,
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gostermektedir. Ozellikle cezai sorumluluk yaginin yeniden
tartigmaya agilmasi mimkindar. 12-15 yas aras1 gocuklar
icin “algilama yetenegi” kriterinin daha somut ve standart
hale getirilmesi, agir suglarda yas indiriminin daraltilmas:
ya da istisnai diizenlemeler getirilmesi ihtimal dahilindedir.
Ayrica rehabilitasyon kurumlarinin sayica ve nitelikce
artirilmasi, pedagojik kadrolarin gii¢lendirilmesi, magdur
haklarinin daha fazla goézetilmesi ve denetimli serbestlik
sisteminin etkinlegtirilmesi oncelikli bagliklar olacaktir.
Ancak tim bu degisikliklerin, Anayasa ve tarafi oldugumuz
uluslararas: sozlesmelerle uyumlu sekilde gergeklestirilmesi
elzemdir.

Cocuk

the age of criminal responsibility may be subject to renewed
debate. For children aged 12-15, it is conceivable that the “capacity
for comprehension” criterion will be made more concrete and
standardized, while in cases involving serious crimes, narrowing the
scope of sentence reductions or introducing exceptional provisions
may also be considered. Furthermore, priority is expected to be
given to increasing both the quantity and quality of rehabilitation
institutions, strengthening pedagogical staff, ensuring greater
protection of victims’ rights, and enhancing the effectiveness of the
probation system. However, it is essential that all such reforms be
carried out in full compliance with the Constitution and with the

international conventions to which Turkiye is a party.

adalet sisteminin terazisi

Cocuk mahkemeleri

Cezalarin  artirilmasi  ile rehabilitasyon siireglerinin
giiclendirilmesi arasinda nasil bir denge kurulmali? Sizce
hangi yaklagimlar uzun vadede toplumsal fayday: daha fazla
saglayabilir?

Cezalarinartirilmastiilerehabilitasyonun gliglendirilmesiarasinda
dogru bir denge kurmak, modern ceza adalet sistemlerinin en
hassas meselelerinden biridir. Cezalandirmanin temel amaci
toplumu korumak, caydiricilik saglamak ve su¢lunun yaptiginin
kargiliksiz  kalmadigim1  gdstermek iken; rehabilitasyonun
amaci suglunun yeniden topluma kazandirilmasi, tekrar suca
yonelmesinin 6nlenmesi ve bireyin yasaminda kalic1 bir dontsim

yaratilmasidir.

Kisa vadede cezalarin artirilmasi, 6zellikle agir ve siddet
iceren suglarda toplumun adalet duygusunu tatmin edebilir
ve gegici bir caydiricilik saglayabilir. Ancak uzun vadede tek
bagina sert cezalarin sugun tekrarini 6nlemede yetersiz kaldig:
goriilmektedir. Asiri cezalandirma, o6zellikle hafif suglarda,
bireyin topluma yeniden entegrasyonunu zorlagtirmakta ve sug
dongtistinil kirmak yerine giiclendirebilmektedir. Buna kargilik
rehabilitasyon odakli yaklagimlar uzun vadede daha kalict
sonuglar tretmektedir. Egitim, mesleki gelisim, psikolojik destek
ve sosyal entegrasyon programlari, sug islemis cocuklarin yeniden
su¢ iglemelerini 6nlemede belirleyici olmaktadir. Nitekim
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How should a balance be established between increasing
sentences and strengthening rehabilitation processes? In your
view, which approaches are more likely to generate greater
societal benefit in the long term?

Striking the right balance between harsher sentencing and
the strengthening of rehabilitation processes constitutes one
of the most sensitive challenges in modern criminal justice
systems. The primary aim of punishment is to protect society,
ensure deterrence, and affirm that criminal conduct does not go
without consequence; by contrast, the aim of rehabilitation is
to reintegrate the offender into society, prevent recidivism, and

foster lasting transformation in the individual’s life.

In the short term, harsher sentencesparticularly in cases of grave
or violent crimes may satisfy society’s sense of justice and provide
temporary deterrence. Yetin the long term, it has become evident that
severe punishments alone are insufficient in preventing reoffending.
Excessive penalization, especially in cases of minor offenses, often
hampers reintegration into society and, rather than breaking the cycle
of crime, may in fact reinforce it. By contrast, rehabilitation-focused
approaches tend to yield more sustainable outcomes. Educational
opportunities, vocational training, psychological support, and social
reintegration programs play a decisive role in preventing recidivism

among juvenile offenders. Indeed, international comparisons

agustos 2025 - sayl 20



uluslararas: kargilagtirmalar da bu gergegi ortaya koymaktadir:
Norveg ve Isvec gibi iilkelerde cezalar gorece daha hafif olsa da
glicli rehabilitasyon sistemleri sayesinde sug oranlar1 dugiiktir;
buna karsin ABD'de uzun ve sert hapis cezalarina ragmen
yiiksek recidivizm oranlar: siirmektedir. Kanimca, bu nedenle en
dogru yaklagim, sucun tiriine ve agirhgina gore esnek bir model
benimsemek ve her durumda cezalandirma ile rehabilitasyonu
birbirinin tamamlayicis: olarak gormek olmalidir. Siddet iceren
ve organize suglarda caydiricilik 6n planda tutulurken, ekonomik
nedenli ya da bagimllikla iligkili suglarda rehabilitasyon
programlari 6ncelenmelidir. Ceza infaz kurumlarinda psikolojik
destek, bagimlilik tedavisi, mesleki egitim ve topluma yeniden
kazandirma politikalar1 cezanin ayrilmaz bir parcasi haline
getirilmelidir.

Sonug olarak, cezalarin artirilmast yalmizea belirli kogullarda
gecici bir fayda saglarken, uzun vadede toplumsal giivenligi
ve kalict adalet duygusunu giiclendiren esas unsur
rehabilitasyondur. Insan merkezli, onarici adalet anlayigina
dayanan ve iyi planlanmis rehabilitasyon siregleri, sug
dongiisini kirarak hem birey hem de toplum agisindan
surdirilebilir ¢oztimler sunar.

Mevcut ceza oranlari, ¢ocuk suglular agisindan gercekten
caydiric1 bir etki yaratiyor mu? Cezalarin sertlesmesi, her
zaman sug oranlarim diigiiriir mii yoksa bagka sosyal ve hukuki
dinamikler mi devreye girer?

Cocuklarin  nérolojik ve psikososyal gelisimi dikkate
alindiginda, cezalarin caydiricilign yetiskinler i¢in oldugu
kadar etkili degildir. Cocuklar ¢ogu zaman cezalarin uzun
vadeli sonuglarini 6ngéremez, risk ve sonug degerlendirmeleri
zayiftir. Bu nedenle yiksek cezalar, caydiriciliktan gok travma
yaratma riski tasir. Caydiriciligin gercek kaynagi cezanin
siddeti degil, kesinligi ve cabuk uygulanmasidir. Ayrica
sosyal kogullar yoksulluk, aile i¢i siddet, egitimden kopus
diizeltilmeden cezalarin sertlesmesi tek basina su¢ oranlarini
digtirmez.

Cocuk suglulugu s6z konusu oldugunda mevcut ceza oranlarinin
gercek anlamda caydiricr bir etki yarattigimi séylemek zordur.
Zira ¢ocuklarin biligsel ve psikososyal gelisimleri, cezalarin
uzun vadeli sonuglarini kavramakta yetersiz kalabilmektedir.
Sert cezalarin sug oranlarimi diigiirmesi i¢in dncelikle cezanin
uygulanma ihtimalinin yiiksek olmasi, toplumda bilinirliginin
saglanmasi ve glicli sosyal destek sistemleriyle desteklenmesi
gerekir. Ancak ozellikle sokak suglarinda cezanin uygulanma
ihtimali dagik, toplumdaki bilinirlik siurl, sosyal destek
sistemleri ise cogu zaman yetersizdir. Bu nedenle cezanin agirh:
tek basina su¢ oranlarini azaltmaya yetmemektedir.

Cocuk suglulugunu belirleyen asil dinamikler sosyal, ekonomik
ve cevresel faktorlerdir. Yoksulluk, aile ici siddet, egitimden
kopus ve go¢ gibi etkenler, cocuklarin suga siirtiklenmesinde
belirleyici rol oynamaktadir. Bu sorunlar ¢éziillmeden verilen sert
cezalar yalnizca semptomu bastirmakta, kok nedenleri ortadan
kaldirmamaktadir. Hukuki boyutta ise onarici adalet yaklagimlars,
rehabilitasyon odakli modeller ve ¢ocuk koruma perspektifli
yargilama siiregleri daha etkili olmaktadir. Aragtirmalar da bu
durumu dogrulamaktadir. Ornegin ABD'de bazi eyaletlerde
cocuklarin yetiskin gibi yargilanmasi ve sertlestirilmis cezalarin
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underscore this reality: in countries such as Norway and Sweden,
sentences are relatively lenient, yet robust rehabilitation systems
have contributed to low crime rates; whereas in the United States,
despite lengthy and severe prison terms, high recidivism rates
persist. For this reason, the most effective approach is, in my
view, an adaptable model tailored to the nature and severity of
the offense, whereby punishment and rehabilitation are treated
as complementary rather than competing mechanisms. While
deterrence should remain central in cases of violent or organized
crime, offenses driven by economic hardship or addiction ought to
prioritize rehabilitation programs. Incarceration should therefore
be inseparable from interventions such as psychological support,
addiction treatment, vocational training, and reintegration policies
aimed at restoring individuals to society.

In conclusion, while harsher sentencing may provide only
temporary benefits under certain conditions, the true factor
that strengthens long-term public security and a lasting sense of
justice is rehabilitation. Human centered, restorative approaches
to justice, supported by well-designed rehabilitation processes,
break the cycle of crime and offer sustainable solutions for both
the individual and society.

Do the current sentencing rates genuinely create a deterrent
effect for juvenile offenders? Does the imposition of harsher
penalties always lead to a reduction in crime rates, or do
other social and legal dynamics come into play?

Children’s neurological and psychosocial development is taken into
account, the deterrent effect of punishment is not as strong as it is
for adults. Juveniles often lack the capacity to foresee the long-term
consequences of penalties, and their ability to assess risk and outcomes
isunderdeveloped. As such, harsher sentences carry the risk of creating
trauma rather than genuine deterrence. The true source of deterrence
lies not in the severity of punishment, but in its certainty and swiftness
of application. Moreover, unless underlying social conditions such as
poverty, domestic violence, and disengagement from education are
addressed, harsher penalties alone cannot reduce crime rates.

In the context of juvenile delinquency, it is therefore difficult to
argue that current sentencing rates exert a genuinely deterrent
effect. Given children’s cognitive and psychosocial limitations
in grasping long-term consequences, the effectiveness of
punishment depends on three critical factors: the high likelihood
of its enforcement, its visibility and clarity within society, and
the presence of robust social support systems. Yet, particularly in
the case of street crimes, the probability of enforcement remains
low, public awareness limited, and social support mechanisms
insufficient. For this reason, the severity of punishment alone is
inadequate to reduce crime rates in any sustainable manner.

The primary dynamics shaping juvenile delinquency are social,
economic, and environmental factors. Poverty, domestic violence,
disengagement from education, and migration play a decisive role
in pushing children toward criminal behavior. Without addressing
these root causes, harsher sentences merely suppress the symptoms
rather than eliminating the underlying problems. From a legal
standpoint, restorative justice approaches, rehabilitation-oriented
models, and child-protection—centered judicial processes have
proven to be more effective. Research also confirms this reality. For
instance, in some U.S. states where children are tried as adults and
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uygulanmasi, uzun vadede su¢ oranlarini diglirmemis; aksine
kimi bolgelerde artmasina yol agmistir. Buna kargilik Norveg,

Hollanda ve Almanya gibi tlkelerde rehabilitasyon ve sosyal

destek oncelikli modeller sayesinde ¢ocuk sug oranlari oldukca
diisiik seyretmektedir.

Sonug olarak baktigimizda, cezalarin sertlestirilmesi ¢ocuk
sugluluguna karg: etkili bir ¢oziim degildir. Aksine travmatik
etkiler yaratabilir, cocuklarda suglu kimligini pekistirebilir ve
toplumsal dislanmaya yol agabilir. En etkili yaklagim, 6nleyici
sosyal politikalarla risk altindaki gruplari desteklemek, aile
ve okul temelli erken midahale programlari gelistirmek
ve ¢ocuk adalet sistemini rehabilitasyon odakli bir yapiya
kavusturmaktir. Cocuklarin isledigi suglar ¢ogu zaman
bireysel tercihlerden ¢ok, i¢inde bulunduklari kosullarin ve
sistemin Urettigi sonuglardir. Bu nedenle ceza degil, dontisim
ve firsat verilmesi gerekir.

Kamuoyunun giiclii “adalet” talebi ile hukukun evrensel
ilkeleri arasinda nasil bir denge saglanmali? Bu denge, reform
stireclerinde nasil korunabilir?

Kamuoyunun adalet talebi anlagilir olmakla birlikte, hukukun
temel ilkeleri duygusal tepkilerle degil, evrensel prensiplerle
sekillenir. Bu nedenle hukuk sistemi, toplumun beklentisini géz
ard: etmeden, ancak popiilist yaklagimlara kapilmadan hareket
etmelidir. Reform siireglerinde seffaflik saglanmali, kamuoyu
dogru bilgilendirilmelidir. Kanun yapim siireglerine hukukgular,
akademisyenler, magdur temsilcileri ve sivil toplum katilmals;
alinacak kararlar anayasal ve uluslararasi hukuk normlariyla
celismemelidir.
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subjected to harsher penalties, crime rates have not decreased in the
long term; in fact,in certain areas they have even increased. By contrast,
in countries such as Norway, the Netherlands, and Germany, models
that prioritize rehabilitation and strong social support mechanisms
have resulted in significantly lower rates of juvenile crime.

In conclusion, harsher penalties do not constitute an effective solution
to juvenile delinquency. On the contrary, they may generate traumatic
effects, reinforce a criminal identity in children, and lead to social
exclusion. The most effective approach is to support at-risk groups
through preventive social policies, to develop early intervention
programs grounded in family and school settings, and to restructure
the juvenile justice system around a rehabilitation-oriented framework.
'The offenses committed by children are, in most cases, less a matter of
individual choice than a reflection of the conditions and systemic factors
in which they live. For this reason, what is needed is not punishment,
but transformation and the provision of genuine opportunity.

How can a balance be established between the public’s strong
demand for “justice” and the universal principles of law? How can
this balance be preserved throughout reform processes?

While the public’s demand forjustice isunderstandable, the fundamental
principles of law must be guided not by emotional reactions but by
universal norms. For this reason, the legal system should respond to
societal expectations without succumbing to populist approaches.
Transparency must be ensured throughout reform processes, and
the public should be properly informed. Legal scholars, academics,
victim representatives, and civil society actors should participate in the
lawmaking process, and the decisions adopted must remain consistent
with constitutional provisions as well as international legal standards.

agustos 2025 - sayl 20



Cocuk suclulara yonelik infaz politikalarinin, toplumsal
giivenlik ve cocuk haklar: arasinda adil bir denge kurmasi icin
hangi prensipler benimsenmeli?

Cocugun  tstin yarari ilkesi merkeze alinmali,
ozgirliginden yoksun birakma son ¢are olarak distinilmeli
ve en kisa sireyle sinirlandirilmalidir. Onarici adalet
yaklagimlari, magdur ile fail arasinda yizlesme ve telafi
stireglerini mimkiin kilarak hem magduru hem de toplumu
tatmin edebilir. Bireysellestirilmis rehabilitasyon planlariyla
cocuklarin egitim, psikolojik destek ve sosyal entegrasyon
stregleri givence altina alinmalidur.

Yeniden sug isleme oranlarimi azaltmak amaciyla, ceza infaz
kurumlarinda uygulanmasi gereken oncelikli egitim, mesleki
gelisim ve psikososyal destek yontemleri nelerdir?

Ceza infaz kurumlarinin temel amaci ¢ocuklar: topluma
yeniden kazandirmak olmalidir. Bu dogrultuda 6ncelikle
psikolojik danigmanlik ve terapi hizmetleri giiclendirilmelidir.
Okuryazarlik, temel egitim ve lise tamamlama programlariyla
cocuklarin egitim eksiklikleri giderilmelidir. Meslek edindirme
kurslari, 6zellikle is giici piyasasinda gegerliligi olan alanlarda
sertifikali olarak sunulmali; girisimcilik egitimleriyle cocuklara
kendi yagamlarini kurma imkani verilmelidir. Tahliye sonrasi

takip ve destek mekanizmalari da bu siirecin ayrilmaz bir parcasi
olmalidur.

Sivil toplum kuruluglar1 ve yerel yonetimler, cocuk suglularin
rehabilitasyonu ve topluma kazandirilmas siireglerinde nasil
daha etkin rol oynayabilir?

STK’lar ve yerel yonetimler, ¢ocuklarin i¢inde yasadigi sosyal
cevreye en yakin aktorlerdir. Aile damigmanligi, okul destek
programlari, meslek edindirme projeleri ve psikososyal destek
mekanizmalar1  gelistirebilirler. Yerel yOnetimlerin genglik
merkezleri, sosyal hizmet programlari ve mobil damigsmanhk
ekipleri, ¢cocuklarin yeniden topluma kazandirilmasinda 6nemli
bir kopri iglevi gorebilir. STK'lar ise ozellikle damgalamayla
miicadele, kamuoyunu bilinglendirme ve  magdur-fail
arabuluculugu siireclerinde daha aktif rol istlenebilir.
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What principles should be adopted in enforcement policies
toward juvenile offenders in order to establish a fair balance
between public security and children’s rights?

'The principle of the best interests of the child must be placed at the
center, with deprivation of liberty considered only as a measure of
last resort and limited to the shortest possible duration. Restorative
justice approaches, enabling processes of confrontation and
reparation between the victim and the offender, can provide a sense
of satisfaction to both victims and society. Through individualized
rehabilitation plans, children’s access to education, psychological
support, and social reintegration should be firmly guaranteed.

In order to reduce recidivism rates, what priority methods
of education, vocational training, and psychosocial support
should be implemented within correctional institutions?

'The primaryaim of correctional institutions should be the reintegration
of children into society. To this end, psychological counseling and
therapeutic services must be substantially strengthened. Literacy
programs, basic education, and high school completion courses
should be provided to address educational gaps. Vocational training
programs particularly those offering certified skills relevant to the
labor market should be prioritized, alongside entrepreneurship
training that empowers children to build independent futures.
Equally important, post-release monitoring and support mechanisms
must be established as an integral component of this process.

How can civil society organizations and local governments
play a more effective role in the rehabilitation of juvenile
offenders and their reintegration into society?

Civil society organizations and local governments are the actors
closest to the social environment in which children live. They can
develop family counseling initiatives, school support programs,
vocational training projects,and psychosocial assistance mechanisms.
Youth centers, social service programs, and mobile counseling teams
operated by local governments can serve as crucial bridges for the
reintegration of children into society. Meanwhile, CSOs can play a
particularly active role in combating stigmatization, raising public
awareness, and facilitating victim—oftender mediation processes.
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Oniimiizdeki 5-10 yillik perspektifte, Tiirkiyede cocuk

ceza infaz hukukunun nasil evrilmesini 6ngoériiyorsunuz?

Bu evrimde hangi ulusal ve uluslararasi normlar belirleyici
olacaktir?

Tirkiyede ¢ocuk ceza infaz hukukunun dnimizdeki yillarda
uluslararast normlarla daha uyumlu bir yapiya evrilmesi
beklenmektedir. BM Cocuk Haklar: Sézlesmesi, Pekin Kurallars,
Havana Kurallari ve Avrupa Konseyi ilkeleri, bu siirecin yol
gostericileri olacaktir.

Cocuk mahkemelerinin sayisinin = artmasi, 6zgirliginden
yoksun birakmanin azaltilmasi, rehabilitasyon merkezlerinin
glclendirilmesi ve infaz sonrasi sosyal uyum programlarinin
yasal zemine kavugmast, bu evrimin somut adimlar1 olacaktir.

Yapilacak reformlarin, hem magdur aileler hem de toplum
agisindan “adalet duygusunu” giiclendirebilmesi i¢in hangi
hukuki ve sosyal adimlar atilmali?

Onarici adalet uygulamalarinin yayginlastirilmasi, magdur
ailelere psikososyal destek saglanmasi, seffaf ve hizli
yargilama siregleri ile magdurlarin siirece aktif katilimi,
adalet duygusunu giiclendirecektir.

Ayrica kamuoyuna dogru bilgilendirme yapilmasi,
toplumda given tesis eder. Toplumsal wuzlasiy:
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From a 5-10 year perspective, how do you foresee the
evolution of juvenile criminal enforcement law in Tiirkiye?
Which national and international norms are likely to play a
decisive role in shaping this evolution?

In the coming years, juvenile criminal enforcement law in Tirkiye
is expected to evolve toward greater alignment with international
norms. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, the
Beijing Rules, the Havana Rules, and the principles of the Council

of Europe will serve as key guiding frameworks in this process.

Concrete steps are likely to include an increase in the number of
juvenile courts, a reduction in the use of deprivation of liberty, the
strengthening of rehabilitation centers, and the establishment of
a solid legal basis for post-sentence social reintegration programs.

What legal and social measures should be taken in order for
the forthcoming reforms to strengthen the “sense of justice”
for both victims’ families and society at large?

'The widespread adoption of restorative justice practices, the provision
of psychosocial support to victims'families, and transparent, expedited
judicial processes that enable the active participation of victims will
significantly strengthen the sense of justice.

Furthermore, accurate and accessible public communication fosters
trust within society. Social programs that promote communal
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destekleyecek sosyal programlar, reformlarin
yalnizca hukuki degil, sosyal boyutunu da
pekistirmelidir.

Bugiin yasanan olaylar, mevcut yasal diizenlemelerin
¢ocuk suclular agisindan ciddi bosluklar
olusturdugunu gosteriyor mu? Cezalarin yetersizligi,
yalnizca magdurlar i¢in degil, toplumun geneli i¢in de
“ikinci bir magduriyet” yaratmiyor mu?

Evet, yasanan olaylar, mevcut dizenlemelerde
bosluklar bulundugunu gostermektedir. Rehabilitasyon
mekanizmalarinin yetersizligi, alternatif tedbirlerin
sinirliligi ve sosyal hizmet desteklerinin eksikligi,
cocuklarin su¢ déongisinden ¢ikmasini zorlagtirmaktadar.

Bu durum yalnizca magdurlarin degil, toplumun da
adalet duygusunu zedelemekte ve “ikinci bir magduriyet”
yaratmaktadir. Adaletin yalnizca fail Uzerinde degil,
toplumun givenligi Gzerinde de tesis edilmesi gerektigi
unutulmamalidir.

Cocugun yasi mi yoksa isledigi sucun agirligi m
ceza siirecinde daha belirleyici olmali? Bu konuda
uluslararasihukuknormlariylanasiluyumsaglanabilir?
Sizce; mevcut infaz sistemi, suclulari islah etmek
yerine topluma yeni su¢lular m1 kazandiriyor?

Cocugun yas1 ve isledigi sucun agirlign birlikte
degerlendirilmelidir. Uluslararasi hukuk normlari,
¢ocugun Ustlin yararini ve Ozglrligiinden yoksun
birakmanin son ¢are olmasini vurgular. Agir suglarda
toplumun korunmas: da dikkate alinmali, ancak
cocuklarin geligimsel 6zellikleri géz ard: edilmemelidir.

Tirkiye’de meveut infaz sistemi rehabilitasyon
eksiklikleri nedeniyle kimi zaman c¢ocuklari topluma
kazandirmak yerine yeni suclular yetistirme riski
tagimaktadir. Bu nedenle infaz sisteminin odag:
cezalandirma degil, dénistirme olmalidir.

Son olarak, hem hukuk camiasina hem de karar
vericilere bu konuda iletmek istediginiz temel
mesajiniz nedir?

Cocuk adalet sistemi, yalnizca cezalandiric: degil,
doéntstirici bir mekanizma olarak goérilmelidir.
Cocugun istin yarari, magdurun haklar: ve toplumun
glvenligi birlikte gozetilmelidir. Hukuki reformlar
popilist taleplerle degil, evrensel ilkelerle yapilmalidir.

Unutulmamalidir ki ¢ocuk adaletinde atilan her

adim, yalnizca bugini degil, yarinin toplumunu da
sekillendirecektir.
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reconciliation should also be implemented, ensuring that the reforms
reinforce not only the legal dimension but also the social fabric of
justice.

Do the incidents we witness today reveal that existing legal
regulations contain serious gaps with respect to juvenile
offenders? Does the insufficiency of sentences create a form of
“secondary victimization” not only for the victims themselves
but also for society as a whole?

Yes, recent incidents demonstrate that gaps indeed exist within
the current regulations. The insufficiency of rehabilitation
mechanisms, the limited scope of alternative measures, and the
lack of comprehensive social service support make it difficult for
children to break free from the cycle of crime.

This reality undermines the sense of justice not only for
victims but also for society at large, thereby creating a form of
“secondary victimization.” It must be remembered that justice
is to be established not only in relation to the offender but also
with regard to the security and well-being of society as a whole.

In the sentencing process, should the child’s age or the severity
of the offense be the more decisive factor?» How can alignment be
achieved with international legal norms in this regard? In your
view, does the current enforcement system rehabilitate offenders,
or does it, instead, produce new offenders within society?

Both the child’s age and the gravity of the offense should be
evaluated in tandem. International legal norms emphasize the best
interests of the child and regard deprivation of liberty as a measure
of last resort. In cases involving serious crimes, the protection of
society must also be taken into account; however, the developmental
characteristics of children should never be overlooked.

In Tirkiye, due to shortcomings in rehabilitation, the current
enforcement system at times risks producing new offenders
rather than successfully reintegrating children into society. For
this reason, the focus of the enforcement system should shift
from punishment to transformation.

Finally, what is your key message on this issue to the legal
community and to policymakers?

'The juvenile justice system should be conceived not merely as
a punitive mechanism, but as a transformative one. The best
interests of the child, the rights of the victim, and the security
of society must be safeguarded simultaneously. Legal reforms
must be undertaken not in response to populist demands, but in
accordance with universal principles.

It must be remembered that every step taken in juvenile

justice shapes not only the present but also the society of the
future.
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KURESEL HAREKETLILIKTE STRATEJIK BIR KAVSAK
A STRATEGIC CROSSROAD IN GLOBAL MOBILITY
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KURESEL
HAREKETLILIKTE
STRATEJIK BIR KAVSAK:
“ISTANBUL’UN ULASIM VE
GELECEK ViZYONU..."

Prof. Dr. Mustafa ILICALI

istanbul Ticaret Universitesi Ulastirma
Sistemleri Uygulama ve Arastirma Merkezi
Midoro

Trafikte Ortak Akil Projeleri Dernegi (TRAP)
Yoénetim Kurulu Baskani

21. yiizyil sehirleri, kiiresel Glcekte benzer sorunlarla yiizlesiyor:
artan niifus, hizlanan kentlesme, yogunlasan trafik ve cevresel
siirdiirilebilirlik  baskisi. Diinya metropollerinin - gelecegini
sekillendiren en kritik unsur, ulasim aglarinin verimliligi ve
entegrasyonu. Londra’dan Tokyo'ya, New York'tan Istanbul’a
kadar, biiyiik kentler akilli ulasim teknolojilerinden  yesil
mobilite coziimlerine kadar pek cok alanda déniisiim arayisinda.
Bu déniisiimiin Tiirkiye'deki en énemli onciilerinden  biri,
akademik calismalari, saha tecriibeleri ve politika gelistirme
vizyonu ile Prof. Dr. Mustafa ILICALI Kendisi, yalnizca
Istanbul’un degil, diinya kentlerinin ortak sorunlarina ¢6zim
sunabilecek, veriye dayal, yenilikci ve siirdiriilebilir ulasim
politikalarimin mimarlarindan biri olarak taniniyor.

Bu  soyleside;  okullarin  agilmasiyla  artacak  trafik
yogunlugundan, mega projelerin kente etkilerine;  akilh
ulasim  sistemlerinden, toplu tasimanin  giiclendirilmesi ve
karbon ayak izinin azaltilmasina kadar genis bir yelpazede,
hem Istanbul’un gelecegini sekillendirecek stratejileri masaya

yatirdik. ..
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A STRATEGIC
CROSSROAD IN GLOBAL
MOBILITY: “ISTANBUL’S
TRANSPORTATION AND
FUTURE VISION...”

Prof. Dr. Mustafa ILICALI

Director of the Transportation Systems
Application and Research Center, Istanbul
Commerce University

Chairman of the Board, Common Sense in
Traffic Projects Association (TRAP)

21st-century cities face similar challenges on a global scale: growing
populations, accelerating urbanization, increasing traffic congestion,
and the pressure of environmental sustainability. The most critical
Jfactor shaping the future of world metropolises is the efficiency and
integration of their fransportation networks. From London fo

Tokyo, from New York to Istanbul, major cities are in pursuit of

transformation in many areas, ranging from smart transportation
technologies to green mobility solutions. One of the most significant
pioneers of this transformation in Tiirkiye is Prof. Dr. Mustafa
ILICALL with his academic research, field experience, and policy
development vision. He is recognized not only as a leading figure
in shaping Istanbul’s fiture but also as one of the architects of data-
driven, innovative, and sustainable transportation policies that can

provide solutions to the common challenges of world cities.

In this interview, we discussed a wide range of issues from the
traffic congestion expected with the opening of schools to the impacts
of mega projects on the city; from smart transportation systems to
strengthening public transport and reducing the carbon footprint

addressing the strategies that will shape the future of Istanbul.
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Istanbul, niifus yogunlugu, tarihi kimligi ve cografi yapisiyla
diinyanin en zgiin metropollerinden biri. Sizce Istanbul’'un
ulagim sorunlari, New York, Londra, Tokyo gibi diger kiiresel
sehirlerle karsilagtirildiginda hangi noktalarda benzerlik ve
farklilik gosteriyor?

Istanbul, New York, Londra ve Tokyo gibi metropollerle
benzer sekilde yiiksek trafik yogunlugu ve sikigiklik sorunlari
yastyor; arag¢ sayisinin fazla olmasi hem zaman kaybina hem de
ekonomik ve ¢evresel zararlara yol agiyor. Niifus yogunlugu da
tipki diger biytik sehirlerde oldugu gibi, toplu tagima ihtiyacini
kaginilmaz hale getiriyor. Ancak hizla artan kentlesme, mevcut
ulagim aglarinin kapasitesini zorlayarak altyap: tizerinde ciddi
bir bask: olugturuyor.

Istanbul’un Ulagim Sorunlarini Kiiresel Sehirlerle benzerlikleri
agisindan kargilastirdigimizda:

* Yogun trafik ve sikigiklik: New York, Londra ve Tokyo'da
oldugu gibi Istanbulda da ara¢ yogunlugu ciddi zaman
kayiplarina ve ekonomik zararlara yol agryor.

* Toplu tagimada yiiksek talep: Artan niifus yogunlugu, tiim bu
sehirlerde oldugu gibi toplu tasimanin vazgecilmez bir ihtiyag
haline gelmesine neden oluyor.

* Altyap: tzerindeki baski: Hizli kentlesme ve nufus artig,
mevcut ulagim sistemlerinin kapasitesini zorlayarak hizmet
kalitesini dustrtyor.

(o 5" :
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Istanbul, with its population density, historical identity, and
geographical structure, is one of the most unique metropolises
in the world. In your view, when compared to other global cities
such as New York, London, and Tokyo, in what ways do Istanbul’s
transportation challenges show similarities and differences?
Similar to metropolises such as New York, London, and Tokyo,
Istanbul struggles with high traffic density and congestion; the large
number of vehicles leads to both time loss and economic as well as
environmental damage. Population density, as in other major cities,
makes the demand for public transportation inevitable. However,
rapidly increasing urbanization puts significant pressure on existing
transportation networks, pushing their capacity to the limit and
creating a serious strain on infrastructure.

When comparing Istanbul’s transportation problems in terms of
their similarities with global cities:

* Heavy traffic and congestion: As in New York, London, and
Tokyo, the high volume of vehicles in Istanbul leads to significant
time losses and economic damage.

* High demand for public transportation: Increasing population
density, as in all these cities, makes public transport an indispensable
necessity.

* Pressure on infrastructure: Rapid urbanization and population
growth strain the capacity of existing transportation systems,
reducing the quality of service.
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Fakat Istanbul’un durumunu benzersiz kilan bazi farkliliklar
var. Toplu tagima entegrasyonu, Tokyo ve Londradaki kadar
gicli degil; hatlar aras: aktarmalar ve zamanlamalar hald
tam bir uyum sergilemiyor. Alternatif ulagim ¢ozimleri
acisindan da Istanbul geriden geliyor; bisiklet yollari, scooter
entegrasyonlar1 veya paylagimli ulagim sistemleri, kiiresel
orneklere kiyasla simrl kaliyor. Ayrica Istanbulun iki kita
arasinda konumlanmasi ve Bogaz gegisleri, ulasim planlamasini
diger kentlere gore daha karmagik bir hale getiriyor.

Istanbul’ un Ulagim Sorunlarini Kiiresel Sehirlerle Farkliliklar
agisindan kargilagtirdigimizda:

* Altyap: entegrasyonunun zayifligi: Tokyo ve Londrada toplu
tasima hatlari daha entegre ve dakikken, Istanbulda hatlar
aras1 koordinasyon ve aktarma planlamasi heniz yeterli diizeye

ulagmis degil.

* Alternatif ulasim ¢éziimlerinin sinirliligi: New York ve
Londrada yaygin olan bisiklet yollar1 ve elektrikli scooter
entegrasyonlari, Istanbul'da hala gelisim asamasinda.

* Cografi karmagiklik: Istanbul'un iki kita tizerine kurulu yapist
ve Bogaz gecigleri, ulagim planlamasini diger metropollere
kiyasla daha karmagik bir hale getirmektedir.

Ovzetle; Istanbul, kiiresel sehirlerle benzer ulagim sorunlari
yasasa da cografi yapisi, hizla artan niifusu ve yetersiz
altyap1 entegrasyonu nedeniyle bu sorunlardan daha fazla
etkilenmektedir.

Ulagim ve trafik yonetiminde, diinyada uygulanan hangi
yenilik¢i modeller Istanbul’a uyarlanabilir?

1. Akilli Ulagim Sistemleri (AUS):

Istanbul’'un karmagik cografyasi, yogun niifusu ve arag trafigi
dikkate alindiginda, diinya genelinde basariyla uygulanan
bazi yenilik¢i modellerin hayata gecirilmesine yonelik cesitli
belediyelerle proje calismalarimiz olmugtur. Ornegin; Istanbul
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However, there are certain differences that make Istanbul’s situation
unique. Public transport integration is not as strong as in Tokyo or
London; transfers and scheduling between lines still do not operate
in full harmony. In terms of alternative transportation solutions,
Istanbul is also lagging behind; bicycle lanes, scooter integration,
and shared mobility systems remain limited compared to global
examples. Furthermore, Istanbul’s location spanning two continents
and the necessity of crossing the Bosphorus make transportation
planning more complex than in other cities.

When comparing Istanbul’s transportation problems in terms of
their differences with global cities:

* Weak infrastructure integration: While public transport lines in
Tokyo and London are more integrated and punctual, coordination
and transfer planning between lines in Istanbul have not yet reached
a sufficient level.

* Limited alternative transportation solutions: Bicycle lanes and
electric scooter integrations, which are widespread in New York and
London, are still in the development stage in Istanbul.

* Geographical complexity: Istanbul’s structure, spanning two
continents and requiring Bosphorus crossings, makes transportation
planning more complex compared to other metropolises.

In summary, although Istanbul experiences transportation problems
similar to those of global cities, its geographical structure, rapidly
growing population, and insufficient infrastructure integration
cause these challenges to have a greater impact.

In transportation and traffic management, which innovative models
implemented around the world could be adapted to Istanbul?

1. Intelligent Transportation Systems (I'TS):

Considering Istanbul’s complex geography, dense population, and
heavyvehicle traffic,we have carried out project initiatives with various
municipalities to implement some innovative models that have been
successfully applied worldwide. For example, different applications
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Biytiksehir Belediyesi, Igdir Belediyesi, Sakarya Biytiksehir
Belediyesi, Bursa Buyiksehir Belediyesi ve Bodrum
Belediyesi ile farkli uygulamalar gergeklestirilmigtir.  Bu
kapsamda, Istanbul Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi igin hazirladigimiz
Akl Ulasgim Sistemleri (AUS) Projesi, Uskiidar ilcesinde

uygulanmustur.

2. Toplu Tagima Entegrasyonu:

Tarafimca I.BB’ ne Yerli-Milli LTM (Lastik Tekerlekli
Metro) Sistemi oOnerilmigstir. Akabinde, metro, metrobiis,
otobiis ulagim akslar: ile bisiklet baglant: yollarinin entegre
edilmesi ayni gekilde toplu tagima hizmetlerinin etkinligini
artirmak amactyla birer gerit yalnizca otobislerin kullanimina
tahsis edilmesi 6nerilmistir. Istanbul i¢in; Trafik yonetiminde
bu modellerin uygulanmas: hem trafik yiikiinii hafifletecek hem
de daha stirdirtlebilir, erisilebilir ve kullanic1 dostu bir ulagim ag:
olusturulmus olacaktir.
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Her yil oldugu gibi, okullarin agilmasiyla birlikte trafik

EGITIMLERI

yogunlugu en iist seviyelere ¢ikiyor. Bu dénemlerde
trafik yiikiinii azaltmak i¢in kisa vadede uygulanabilecek
en etkili ¢oziimler nelerdir? Diinya metropollerinde bu
konuda uygulanan basarili yontemlerden Istanbul nasil
faydalanabilir?

Trafik yikini azaltmak i¢in kisa vadede uygulanabilecek en
etkili ¢6zimler:

* Geometrik diizenleme yapilmasi, yatay disey isaretlemelerin
gozden gecirilmesi

* Trafik yonetimi (Bolgesel Adaptif Trafik Yonetimi) ve Akalls
Ulagim Sistemleri

* EDS uygulamalarinin ve caydirici cezai iglemlerin yeniden
diizenlenmesi

* Deniz ulagimindan daha fazla istifade edilmesi

* Kugtk yasta farkindalik egitimleriyle trafik bilincinin

kazandirilmasidur.
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have been realized in cooperation with Istanbul Metropolitan
Municipality, Igdir Municipality, Sakarya Metropolitan Municipality,
Bursa Metropolitan Municipality, and Bodrum Municipality. In
this context, the Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) Project
we prepared for the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality was
implemented in the Uskidar district.

2. Public Transportation Integration:

I proposed the domestically developed LI'M (Rubber-Tired Metro)
System to the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality. Subsequently, the
integration of metro, metrobus, and bus transportation routes with
bicycle connection paths was recommended. In the same vein, it
was also proposed that dedicated lanes be allocated exclusively for
buses in order to enhance the efficiency of public transportation
services. For Istanbul, the implementation of these models in traffic
management will both ease the traffic burden and establish a more
sustainable, accessible, and user-friendly transportation network.

GEOMETRIK DUZENLEME VE
AKILLI ULASIM SISTEMLERI

TRAFIK YONETIMIVE
AKILLI ULASIM SiSTEMLERI

EDS UYGULAMALARI
ETKIN KULLANIMI

FARKINDALIK

As in every year, with the reopening of schools, trafhic
congestion reaches its peak. What are the most effective
short-term solutions that can be implemented to reduce
traffic load during these periods? How can Istanbul benefit
from the successful methods applied in world metropolises in
this regard?
The most effective short-term solutions that can be implemented
to reduce traffic load:
* Geometric adjustments and the revision of horizontal and vertical
signage
* Traffic management (Regional Adaptive Traffic Management)
and Intelligent Transportation Systems (I'TS)
* Revision of Electronic Detection System (EDS) applications and
deterrent penal measures
* Making greater use of maritime transportation

Raising traffic awareness through early-age education
programs.
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Istanbul’'un mevcut altyapisi, artan niifus ve arag sayisin
kaldirabilecek kapasitede mi? Mevcut sistemin en kritik
darbogazlar1 neler> Uzun vadede Istanbul'un ulagim
altyapisin1 doniistiirebilecek, maliyet-etki agisindan en
verimli yatirim projeleri hangileri olabilir?

Istanbul’'un mevcut ulagim altyapisi, hizla artan niifus ve
ara¢ yogunlugunu karsilamakta zorlanmaktadir. Gunlik
ara¢ hareketliligi 7 milyonu asarken, toplu tagimada da 7,5
milyondan fazla yolculuk yapilmaktadir. Metro ve rayli sistem
aglar1 genislese de sehrin bircok bolgesi hald bu sisteme
erisgememektedir. Yollarin fiziksel kapasitesinin sinirina
ulagmas ise trafik sikigikligini kalici ve kronik bir sorun haline
getirmistir.

IsIstanbul’s currentinfrastructure capable ofhandling the growing
population and increasing number of vehicles? What are the most
critical bottlenecks of the existing system? In the long term, which
investment projects could transform Istanbul’s transportation
infrastructure and prove to be the most cost-effective?

Istanbul’s current transportation infrastructure is struggling to cope
with the rapidly growing population and vehicle density. Daily
vehicle mobility exceeds 7 million, while public transportation
accounts for more than 7.5 million trips. Although metro and rail
networks are expanding, many parts of the city still lack access
to these systems. The physical capacity of the roads has reached
its limits, making traffic congestion a permanent and chronic

problem.

Diinyada Lastik Tekerlekli Metro Sistemi

LTM
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DUNYADA KULLANIMI YAYGINDIR.

Istanbul’un ulagim sisteminde ciddi darbogazlar bulunmaktadur.
* Cografi ve Fiziksel Kisitlar

* Toplu Tagima Entegrasyon Eksikligi

* Trafik Yonetimindeki Eksiklikler

* Alternatif Ulagim Modlarinin Sinirhiligs

* Planlama ve Veri Eksikligi

“Orta ve Uzun Vade” de Istanbulun ulagim altyapisini
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"There are serious bottlenecks in Istanbul’s transportation system.
* Geographical and Physical Constraints

* Lack of Public Transportation Integration

* Shortcomings in Traffic Management

* Limited Alternative Transportation Modes

* Lack of Planning and Data

'The most cost-effective investment projects that could transform
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donustiirebilecek, maliyet-etki agisindan en verimli yatirim
projeleri:

* Koridor bazinda akilli ulagim sistemleri, gercek zamanli
yogunluklu yesil dalga

* Lastik Tekerlekli Metro Sistemi (LTM-Otonom)

* Toplu Tagima Rehabilitasyonu

* Ulagimda Yesil Dontigtim

* Ulasim Ana Plani ile Imar Planlarinin Uyusmazliginin
Giderilmesi

* Cevresel Sorunlarin Coziimi (Gurilti Bariyeri)

Karbon emisyonlarinin azaltilmasi, bisikletyollari, elektrikli
toplu tagima gibi yesil ulagim ¢oziimleri Istanbul’un
geleceginde nasil bir rol oynayabilir?

Karbon emisyonlarini azaltmaya odaklanan yesil ulagim
¢oziimleri, Istanbulun hem cevresel hem de toplumsal
surdirtlebilirligi acisindan kritik bir rol oynar. Bisiklet
yollarinin yayginlagmasi, kisa mesafeli yolculuklarda otomobil
bagimliligini azaltarak hem trafik yogunlugunu hafifletir hem
de saglikli yagsami tegvik eder. Elektrikli otobtsler, LM ve
deniz ulagimi ise hem girGltd hem de hava kirliligini disturerek
kentsel yasam kalitesini yiikseltir. Uzun vadede, bu doéntsim
Istanbul’'u daha yaganabilir, erisilebilir ve gevre dostu bir
metropole doniistiirerek gelecek nesiller icin stirdurilebilir bir
ulagim ekosistemi olugturur.

Toplu tagimanin cazibesini artirmak icin hem teknoloji
hem de hizmet kalitesi agisindan atilmasi gereken adimlar
nelerdir? Akilli ulagim sistemleri, yapay zeka tabanli trafik
yonetimi ve veri analitigi, Istanbul’un trafik sorunlarinin
¢6ziimiinde nasil bir devrim yaratabilir?

Toplu tagimay: cazip hale getirmek i¢in yalnizca yeni hatlar
agmak yeterli degildir; teknoloji ve hizmet kalitesi birlikte
yikseltilmelidir. Daha hizli, dakik, konforlu ve givenli bir
sistem, yolcunun 6zel arag yerine toplu tagimay: tercih etmesini
saglar. AUS ve yapay zeka tabanli trafik yonetimi, Istanbulda
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Istanbul’s transportation infrastructure in the medium and long
term:

¢ Corridor-based intelligent transportation systems with real-time
adaptive green wave management

* Rubber-Tired Metro System (LI'M—Autonomous)

* Public Transportation Rehabilitation

* Green Transformation in Transportation

* Resolving the Inconsistencies Between the Transportation Master
Plan and Zoning Plans

* Addressing Environmental Issues (Noise Barriers)

What role can green transportation solutions such as reducing
carbon emissions, expanding bicycle lanes, and promoting
electric public transport play in the future of Istanbul?

Green transportation solutions focused on reducing carbon
emissions play a critical role in both the environmental and social
sustainability of Istanbul. The expansion of bicycle lanes reduces
dependence on cars for short-distance trips, thereby easing
traffic congestion while also promoting healthier lifestyles.
Electric buses, the LI'M system, and maritime transportation
help lower both noise and air pollution, enhancing the overall
quality of urban life. In the long term, this transformation will
turn Istanbul into a more livable, accessible, and eco-friendly
metropolis, creating a sustainable transportation ecosystem for
future generations.

What steps should be taken both in terms of technology
and service quality to increase the attractiveness of public
transportation? How can intelligent transportation systems,
Al-based traffic management, and data analytics create a
breakthrough in solving Istanbul’s traffic problems?

Making public transportation attractive requires more than just
opening new lines; both technology and service quality must be
elevated together. A faster, more punctual, comfortable, and safe
system encourages passengers to choose public transport over private

vehicles. I'T'S and Al-based traffic management can optimize traffic
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gercek zamanli veri analitigi ile trafik akisini optimize edebilir.
Bu sayede daha kisa yolculuk siireleri, daha az yakt tiketimi ve
daha az karbon salimi saglanir; kentin ulagim sistemi bir biitin
olarak daha akalli, hizli ve strdirtlebilir hale gelir

Atilmas: gereken adimlar:

* Gergek zamanli bilgi sistemleri.

* Kesintisiz entegrasyon.

* Daha temiz, giivenli, engelli dostu ve diizenli arag ve istasyon
hizmetleri.

* Yolcu yogunlugu verilerine gore dinamik sefer planlamas:.

Trafik yonetimi yalnizca altyap: yatirimlariyla degil, ayni
zamanda siiriicii ve yolcu davraniglariyla da sekilleniyor.
Istanbulda toplumsal farkindaligi artrmak igin hangi
iletisim ve egitim stratejileri hayata ge¢irilmeli?

Trafik  yonetimi, yalnizca yollarin ve  sistemlerin
iyilestirilmesiyle degil, stirtici ve yolcu davraniglarin
déniigtirmeyi hedefleyen farkindalik ve egitim ¢aligmalariyla
da kalict basariya ulasabilir. Bu noktada, “Trafikte Kigik
Hata Yoktur” gibi sosyal sorumluluk projeleri, ¢cocuklardan
yetiskinlere kadar genis bir kitleye giivenli stiriis aligkanliklari ve
toplu tagima kiltliri kazandirmada kritik bir rol oynamaktadir.
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flow in Istanbul through real-time data analytics. This, in turn,
enables shorter travel times, reduced fuel consumption, and lower
carbon emissions transforming the city’s transportation system into
one that is smarter, faster, and more sustainable as a whole.

Steps to be taken:

* Real-time information systems.

* Seamless integration.

* Cleaner, safer, disabled-friendly, and well-maintained vehicles and
station services.

* Dynamic scheduling based on passenger density data.
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Traffic management is shaped not only by infrastructure
investments but also by driver and passenger behavior. What
communication and education strategies should be implemented
in Istanbul to increase public awareness?

Traffic management can achieve lasting success not only through
the improvement of roads and systems but also by aiming to
transform driver and passenger behavior through awareness and
education initiatives. In this regard, social responsibility projects
such as “There Are No Small Mistakes in Traffic” play a critical role
in instilling safe driving habits and a culture of public transportation
across a wide audience from children to adults.
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Ulagimda bireysel ara¢ kullanim aligkanligini azaltmak
icin hangi tegvikler etkili olabilir? 2050’ye gelindiginde
Istanbul ulagim vizyonunuzu nasil tanimlarsiniz? Sehir igi
hareketlilikte hangi temel déniigiimler yaganmis olmals?
Uygun fiyath ve entegre toplu tagima, giivenli bisiklet ve yaya
altyapisi, park-et-devam-et sistemleri, esnek ¢aligma saatleri ve
sikigiklik ticretlendirmesi, 6zel ara¢ bagimliligini azaltmada en
etkili adimlar olabilir.

2050 Istanbul Ulagim Vizyonu:2050'de Istanbul; karbonsuz,
akilli ve entegre bir ulagim ekosistemine sahip olmali.
Elektrikli ve otonom toplu tagima araglari, yaygin mikro
mobilite ¢6ziimleri ve tamamen veri odakli trafik yénetimiyle,
hizls, erisilebilir, giivenli ve ¢evre dostu bir gehir i¢i hareketlilik
standard: saglanmig olmalidir.

Istanbul, binlerce yillik tarihi ve stratejik konumuyla
hep bir ‘diinya gehri’ oldu. Sizce bugiin atilacak hangi tek
adim, yarinin Istanbul’'unu hem kendi vatandaglari hem de
diinyanin géziinde ulasimda érnek gosterilen bir metropole
doniistiirebilir?

Bugiin atilacak en kritik adim, tim ulagim modlarini tek
bir akilli, entegre ve veri odakli sistem altinda birlestirmek
olur.

Metrodan otobiise, deniz ulagimindan bisiklet ve mikro
mobilite aglarina kadar tim yolculuklarin tek bir platform
tzerinden planlanabildigi, dinamik fiyatlandirma ve gercek
zamanli yonlendirme ile desteklenen entegre bir ekosistem;
Istanbul’u hem halk: i¢in konforlu ve giivenilir, hem de diinya
tilkelerinin 6rnek alacag: sirdirilebilir ulasimin simgesi haline

getirebilir.
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What incentives could be effective in reducing the habit of
individual carusein transportation? By 2050, howwould you define
your vision for Istanbul’s transportation? What fundamental
transformations should have taken place in urban mobility?
Affordable and integrated public transportation, safe cycling and
pedestrian infrastructure, park-and-ride systems, flexible working
hours, and congestion pricing can be the most effective steps in
reducing dependence on private vehicles.

2050 Istanbul Transportation Vision: By 2050, Istanbul should
have a carbon-free, smart, and integrated transportation ecosystem.
With electric and autonomous public transport vehicles, widespread
micro-mobility solutions, and fully data-driven traffic management,
a standard of urban mobility that is fast, accessible, safe, and
environmentally friendly should be established.

Istanbul has always been a "world city" with its thousands of
years of history and strategic location. In your opinion, what
single step taken today could transform tomorrow’s Istanbul into
ametropolis that is seen as a model of transportation, both in the
eyes of its own citizens and the world?

'The most critical step to be taken today would be to integrate all
modes of transportation under a single smart, unified, and data-
driven system.

An integrated ecosystem where all journeys, from metro to
bus, from maritime transport to cycling and micro-mobility
networks, can be planned through a single platform, supported
by dynamic pricing and real-time guidance could make Istanbul
both comfortable and reliable for its residents, and a symbol of
sustainable transportation to be emulated by cities around the
world.
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